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President Hosni Mubarak this week de-
clared Egypt's opposition to any military
dcton against Irag — a position thar re-
flected popular sentiment and was
shared by the opposition political par-
tes.

Declaring that the stand-off berween
Iraq and the United States should be re-
solved by diplomatic means., Muobarak
sent 4 message to Iraqi Presidemt Sad-
dam Hussein, whose contents were not
disclosed.

Mubarak alsc conferred by long-
distance telephone with the leaders of 13
Arab states: Syria. Jordan, Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates, Oman, Kuv-
wait. Yemen. Qatar, Bahrain, Morocco,
Tunisia. Algeria and Libya. The ob-
Jective was to build up a united Arab po-

sition calling for a peaceful senlement
of the erisis.

Opposition party leaders, holding an
emergency meeting on Tuesday, also
opposed any strike against Iraq. The
leaders “declared their rejection of the
American threat to deliver a military
blow against Irag,” a joint starement
said. ~This would be an aggression not
only against the Tragi people but against
the entire Arab pation... It would be a
turning point in relations between the
Amb peoples and the United Siates,
which every day offers fresh evidence
of its hostlity to the Arabs and its bias
In favour of their enemies.™

The statement accused the United
States of “using double standards, by
backing Israel’s nuclear, chemical and

biological arsenal. This has exposed the
ugly face of America,” the statement
said.

The statememt was signed by leaders
of the Wafd, Tagammu, Liberal, Nasser-
ist and Labour parties, as well as by 2
representative of the Communists.

The statement took isspe with a threat
made by Jesse Helms, chairman of the
Senate foreign relations committee, to
cut off American aid to Egypt unless it
backed the United States in the con-
frootation with Irag. This threat “brings

America's arrogance to a new peak,” the -

statement said.

“We cannot look at what is happening
to Iraq except in the framework of what
is happening to other Arab states,” said
Magdi Hussein of the Isiamist-oriented

The opposition parties are united, not only amongst themselves, but with the government in their unan- X
imous rejection of an American military strike against Iraq. Fatemah Farag takes the political temperature

Labour Party. “There are sanctions im-
posed on Libya and Sudan. Once they
are finisbed with Iraq, it will be Iran’s
turn and possibly even Egypt's turn.”

Hussein Abdel-Razek of mﬁ,;j}ptmsh Tia&
gammu Party believes that 10U/
play a {eading role in defusing the crisis.
“] think that Egypt, along with Syria,
has a major role here.™ because the two
conntries were members of the military
coalition which liberated Kowait in
1992, he said.

Abdel-Razek stressed the im
of 2 united Arab position. “There should
be Egyptian-Arab coordination with the
aim of creating a more effective pres-
sure bloc opposing not only the Amer-
icans but the Arab states that implicitly
support US policy on Irag.,” he said.
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Khaled Mohieddin Fonad Serageddin Mustafa Murad

"Also.weshouldmmemberthatd:e.

joint Arab defence pact, signed in the

1950s, is stll valid, and maybe this is

against this. Also we must send the mes-
sage to the United Stares that Iraq is oot
isolated in the Arab world and tha&ll:n;:-
ting Baghdad wilt be tantamount Lo hii-
ting any other Arab capital.”

The opposition parties also swess the
i of permitting the free ex--
pression of the people’s disapproval of

Tbrahim Shookry  Diseddin Dawood ,*

Ihedecisiontomesucha“wﬁpmi””

rests with the government. “If the polit-
ical parties are to be effective i this
batle, we need to be given the freedom

was visited earlier this year by a delega-

tion of actors and actresses headed by
film director Youssef Chohine. “These
visits are good cxamples of solidariry,”
Hussein commented.
‘The opposition parties have decided to
fax a letter of protest fo 21l the parties
concerned, including the US Embassy,
and sre arranging a prayer in solidarity
with the Iraqi people at the Al-Azhar
Mosque at noon on Friday 13 Febnuary.

Greater democracy

urged by parliament

The People’s Assembly will begin its annual
marathon of parliamentary debates next Monday
over the povernment's policy statement. As
many as 350 majority and opposition deputies
are expected to take the floor o discuss a 162-
page report prepared by a special committee re-
sponding to the policy statement delivered by
Prime Minister Kamal El-Ganzouri to the As-
sembly on 23 December. The report reviews a
number of thorny issues, including the govem-
ment’s battle with terrorism. the exercise of po-
litical rights and the economic reform pro-

eramme.

Although the report urged deputies to affirm
confidence in Ganzoari's government, it cas-
tigated its policies on political reform, terrorism
and corruption.

The report deplored the fact that the As-
sembly’'s previous recommendations, under-
lining the pressing need to inmoduce a new
agenda for political reform, were totally igmored
by the government. “The Assembly emphasises
again that the scope of the people’s exercise of
their political rights continues to fall short of the

required level. This is manifested by the low
umout of voters in general elections, re-
strictions oo the establishment of political par-
ties and the reluctance of women to participate
in political life.” the report said.

{t reaffirmed that there was a pressing need for
a new agenda on political reform. “This
should include the smict application of the 1956
law on the exercise of political rights,” the re-
port said. “For example, a fine should be im-
posed on registered voters who fail to vote in
elections. Voter-registration lists should be re-
vised and the judiciary’s supervision of elections
should be expanded o encourage voters to ke
part in the balloting,™ the report added. It also
urged political parties to “introduce reforms o
their internal stroctures in order to consolidate
their roles as political institutions entrusted with
raising pew generations of political leaders.”™

Political reform is expected to be a top priority
for the opposition in next week’s debates. Yas-
sin Serageddin, spokesman of the liberal Wafd
Party, 1old Al-Ahram Weekly that the report's
recommendations in this connection are just

“talk™ because the govemment has not shown
readiness to act. He cited the passing. two weeks
ago, of a new comparies law which makes the
publication of new pewspapers conditional on
the cabinet’s approval. “This faw is the prelude
to new measures that will end the limited margin
of freedom available at present,” Serageddin
said.

The Wafd, he added, has demanded that the
Constitution be amended, restrictions on the es-
tablishment of political parties be lifted and a
new system of general elections introduced.
“These should mn paralle]l with liberalising the
press and media in general, especially in giving
citizens complete freedom to establish news-
papers and television charmels,™ said Serageddin.

Sameh Ashour, the only Nasserist deputy in
the Assembly, also accused the government of
muzzling public freedoms. “Although the report
noted that there is remarkable keenness by pro-
fessionals and workers to participate in syndicate
and trade union elections, it said the government
remains determined 1o be unresponsive ip this
conrection. The government insists on tightening

A People’s Assembly report affirmed confidence
in the cabinet of the prime minister but

its grip on this essential aspect of political life
by placing many bureancratic obstacles in the
way of cnion and syndicate elections,” Ashour
said.

Govemment officials, however, rejected the
accusations that the government acted to muzzle
political freedoms. Kamal El-Shazli, minister of
state for parliamentary affairs, announced that
the ruling National Democraric Party (NDP) is
currently inating with the government to
amend the 1956 law on Ihgl;xmse of poﬂl:l:ical
rights. Although El-Shazli did not i ar-
ticles that will be modified, he insisted thal the
government is keen to give adequate attention to
the opposition’s dernands.

The report also addressed the issue of terror-
ism, arging that security forces show greater ef-
ficiency and discipline. “In confronting temror-
ism, security forces should have respect for the
law, homan rights and political freedoms.™ the
report said. At the same time, however, it also
urged security forces to strike with an “iren fist™
against cormuption, tax evasion. cking
and the smugpling into the country of sub-

questioned its position on political reform. Gamal
Essam El-Din reviews the report’'s conients

standard food. The s .
But Serageddin disagreed. Tbe report, he con-
tended, placed the ibility of combating
terrorism and corruption on the shoulders of the
security forces alome. “The Wafd Perry, how- -

ever, bélieves that the growing phenomenon of -
corruption has fed on shady practices of privat-

isation policiesiePaﬂlammt shonld play ‘; bii_er
supervisory role in order to uproot this
nomenon,” in szid. He said he had re-

Serageddin
cently taken the initiative of drafting 2 pew law -

for the impeachiment of cabipet ministers sus--
g:aiofﬂ]egalpmqim."rhislawismnpal

checking the proliferation of corruption
among lop government officials and their rel-

atives. Citizens want to see the government, if

only for once, take a practical step towards end-
ing corruption, Just one time,” he said.

But Serageddin did not appear opumistic about
the chances of the Assembly approving the drait
law. In fact, be expects it to be rejected outright.
“Rejection. however, may demonstrate 1o people
that the government talks abaut fighting
tion, but does not act,” he said.

Mexico acts swiftly to

apprehend diplomat’s murderers

EGYPTIAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY
ABBASIYA, NASR CITY, CAIRO, EGYPT
TELEX 52097 POWER UN, FAX: 2616512

EL-ESLAH Substation
220/66/22 KV, 2 x 125 MVA
ADJUDICATION NO. 9/98

- EEA invites bidders from eligible Intemational
firms for the design, manufacture, supply,
transport, civil works, proiect management,
erection, festing, setting to work and
commissioning of the EFEslah 220/66/22 KV 2 x
125 MVA conventional type subsiation in
accordance with tender documents and on a
tum-key job basis. The project will be financed
from EEA resources.

- Bidders should be the manufacturer of the main
equipment. In case there is a joint venture, the
manufacturer should be 2 member of this joint
venture.

- The tender documents are available from the EEA
cashier against presentation of a non-refundable
payment receipt of $4,000 (four thousand US
dollars) from the National Bank of Egypt’'s main
branch (EEA account no. 880/90/14) together with
an appfication (ariginal plus two copies) showing
the name, address, telex and telephone number
of both supplier and local agent and addressed to
the General Director of the Central Purchasing
Deparment during official working hours.

- Tenders (technical + prequafification &
commercial) are to be submitted according to
tender conditions in two sealed envelopes which
contain:

1- Envelope {A) : Containing the bidder's lechnical
propesal including all information
as specified in the tender
documents.

2- Envelape (B) : Containing the price proposal,
general and special conditions
and a bid bond amounting to 2%
of the total tender value pius
optional prices in the same
cumencylies) of tender.

- Interested bidders should submit both Envelopes
(A) and (B} on 15/4/98 at 12.00 {noon} to EEA
Central Purchasing Depariment at the above
address.

- The technical and commercial enveiopes will be
opened on the same date at 1200 hours (noon)
Cairo, Egypt local time.

- Tendexs will be vakid for 150 days after tender
opening date,

- Interested biddars may obtain further information

, regarding tender documents from the
alorementioned address.

i, =N

Shortly before sunset on 28 January, Mobamed Ismail Sadek,
the second secretary at the Epyptian Embassy in Mexico, was tacted Mexican government officials — going as high up as
driving with his wife, father and mother along “death road™ in  the president and foreign minister, who were antending an ec-
the Mexican mountains. The family was on their way to spead
500km from the Mex-
ican capital. Stones blocked the road and Sadek had to stop.
Gangsters came forward and asked him and his father to get
out of the car. They were immediately stripped of their money
then asked his mother and wife

the Eid EI-Fiir boliday at a sea resort,

and valuables. The
10 come out. Bot Sadek told them to stay put.

When the ganpsters realised that he was getting ready to de-
fend the two women, they opened fire, fatally wounding him.
The arrival of a car, driving in the opposite direction, saved
the lives of the three other Egyptians. The gangsters, appar-
ently thinking it was a police car, took to their heels.

With ber bleeding husband at her side, and the father and
mother in the back seats, Sadek’s wife drove the car to the
nearest provincial bospital. It was there that Sadek was pro-
nounced dead. But to everybody's surprise, the medical report

claimed that he had died of a heart antack.

A medical report claiming that an Egyptian diplomat, g
who was killed by gangsters in Mexico, died of a od
heart attack has now been changed. The Egyptian '
ambassador in Mexico City-explains to Ibrahim ..
El-Bahey how he managed {o expose the truth’

onomic forum in Switzerland

Inforisted, Egyptian Ambassador Mohamed Derghami con-

the fake medical report would have a pegative impact on
Egyptian-Mexican relations. The president ordered that the re-
port be changed and the trath put on record. He also ordered a
federal investigation of the murder, onder the control of a fed-
eral attorney. The president and foreign minister also con-
veyed condolences by telephone to the ambassador and to the
wife of the murdered diplomat.

The ambassador told Al-Akram Weekly by long-distance tel-
ephone that he has been informed by a Mexican prosecator
that authorities have in hand all “the principal threads™ that
will lead to the assailants. One of them was amesied in a
mountain village near the site of the attack, and he informed
investigators about two of his accomplices, who were also ap-
prehended, the ambassador said.

“The arrest of the culprits was not an easy or simple matter,”
Derghami said. “It was the resuit of round-the-clock efforts

interior,

at the time. He pointed out thar  health.”

sailanis took

icopters, the
added.

and close coordination be-
tween the minjstries of the -
defence and

At the orders of the de-
fence minister, the moun- #
tainous area where the as-

combed by air force

was
hel-

ambassador

Back in Cairo, the diplomat's father, [smail Sadek, a former
ambassador, described the attack as “highway robbery™ and
said the killing took place in a matter of seconds.

He explained that he was mvited by his son to go fishing at
a resort overlooking the Pacific Ocean doring the Eid holiday.
As they drove zlong
some of the locals, but he
tinued driving, bullets were fired over their heads and
they were forced to stop by the stomes blocking the

“death road™, the son was wamed by
did not pay attention. As he con-

In memoriam

Two former cabinet minisiers, a renowned Egyptologist
and a respected joumnalist passed away this week

Depaty-chairman of the Islamist-oriented La-
bour Party and former minister of education,
died last Friday at the age of 79. Leading of-
ficials, writers and members of political par-
tes (ook part io Saturday’s fuperal

Throughour his political career, Murad up-
held the ideals of democracy, freedom and
buman rights. He joined the Misr El-Fatah
Party in 1935, playing an active role in the
national movement opposing the British oc-
cupation of Egypt in the 1940s.

As president of Ain Shams University in
1968, he refused 1o take action to stop the
student demonstrations that broke out fol-
lowing the 1967 defeat, viewing the protests
as the smdents’ right to seif-expression. He
llsggg served briefly as education minister in

Murad was one of those who worked with
Ibrahim Shukri in establishing the Labour
Party in 1978 and drawing up its platform.
As the party’s deputy chairman, he fonght
many battles against corruption, repression
and violation of human rights.

He was also a celebrted economist, the au-
thor of several books on economies and a
partictpant in many international political and
economic conferences. He was awarded the
Order of Meril, First Class. and the Stae
Merit Award in 1974.

Mamdouh Attiya

Former minister of justice and former chief
Justice of the Supreme Constitutional Court,
died last Saturday. Bom in 1923, he gradu-
ated from the Faculty of Law 20 years later,
and went on to pursue post-graduate studies.
He worked as state prosecutor and judge and,
in 1952, was appointed as counsellor at the
Court of Cassation. the narion’s highest crim-
inal tribunal.

_In 1977, Auiya was appointed minister of
justice and, a year laler, he became the first
chief jmstice of the Supreme Constitutional
Court. He introduced important amendments

Hilmi Murad

to the Jaw regulating the functions of the
State Council to which administrative courts
are affiliated_

Abdel-Sattar EL-Tawila

A lefiist journalist and an advocate of peace
with Israel, died last Saturday at the age of
69 after a long illness. Suffering from liver
complications, Tawila travelied to Paris for
medical freatment at the government’s ex-
pense. Following his return a week ago, be
went info a coma.

Borm in 1928 in the Menufiya Governorate,
Tawila graduated from the Faculty of Law,
Cairo University. Active i the socialist
movement since 1945, Tawila began his jour-
nalistic career in the mid-1950s with the
weekly magazine Rose El-Youssef and also
contributed to other publications.

Tawila devoted a special colomn in Sabak
El-Kheir ine, Rose El-Youssefs sister
publicarion. to people’s problems. He also
prepared the material for a television pro-
gramme called Kashkoul,

He came under fire from fellow journalists
and intellectuals for his frequent visits o Is-
rael, where he covered Isracli elections and
mferviewed senior Israeli officials. Through-
out his illness, Tawila would not give up but
continued writing. He was buried at his birth-
placc yesterday. A memorial ceremony will
be held on Tuesday at E}-Hamedeya Fl-
Shazleya Mosque iz Calro’s Mohandessin

district.

Mamdouh Attiya

Abdel-Sattar El-Tawila

An illustrious career

Gamaleddin Mokhtar

It was with profound soirow that we learnt of the
death of eminent Professor Gamaleddin Mokhtar,

2 leading Egyplologist and scholar, on Eriday, 30
January.

Dr Mokhtar devoted his entire life to the stody
of archaeology in Egypt. Besides his work in Nu-
bia. Dr Mokhtar's archaeological activities cov-
ered many sites in the Nile Valley and in Sinai as
well as in the Western Desert. For over 20 years,
be also acted as an archaeological consultant w
UNESCO

Bom in Alexandria on 14 July 1918. Dr Mokh-
tar obtained a doctorate degree at Ain Shams Uni-
versity in 1957. He joined the Antiquities’ Organ-
isattion where be pursued a brilliant career,
culminating in his nomination to the organ-
isation’s presidency. He beld the post from 1967
to 1977, a very critical period during which there
was 2 worldwide campaign 10 salvage Nubian an-
tiquities threatened by the walers of the Aswan

High Dam. With tact and diligence, he super- -

vised and coordinared that extremely complicaied
operation.

In 1977. at the close of his term of office as'

president of the Orgenisation of Antiquities, he
accepied a two-year post as professor of ar-
chaeology at Rivadh University in Saudi Arabin.
After his remurn to Egypt, be was appointed pro-
fessor emeriws of Egyptology a1 Alexandria Uni-
versity {1982-95) and. more recently, at Helwan
University.

In recognition of his exemplary performance,

¢ g

Dr Mokhtar was honoured at home and abroad. -
In Egypt he meceived the prestipions Stage Mezit
Award a5 well as the Order of Merit, First Ctass,
Intemationally, his work was recognised by em-

- inent Egyptologists who presented him with 2

Festschrift in two  volumes, blished
LTostims Francis o Archeolagic. Onitie oy -
Caire in 1985, Dr Mokhtar was, moreover, ac- .
corded various honours by France, Spain, Italy,
Germany, Austria and the Netherlands. -~ -
Among his numercas publications were: The
Ramesewm and its Documentation, 1972; Educa-
tion in Ancient Egypr (in collaboration wi -
med Badawd), 1974; : ailon with AR

Civilisation (editor).. 1977 A Hirrgr';f of Africa, o

Vol 2, for

Dr Mokhiar was 2 member of several pational ;| .

and international councils and societies, in-
cluding The Supreme Council of Antiquities,
L'Instingt de 'Egypte and The Archacological
Society of Alexandtia. In addition, he was vice-
president of the International Advisory Corin-
mitee for UNESCQ's General History of Africa,
As a person, Gamal Mokhtar was admired and
grealy respected by all who worked or came ja
contact with him His most chamacteristic traits
. Were an. f and a genuine ho- .

maristic mind. e had  bacn sease of oo

and was always fond of a good joke. -
“We greatly lament Dr Mokhtar's death. He will

certzinly be missed by kis numerous friendsall | © -

“Mustafa El-Abbadi, historian .
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Culture

Egyptian family.”

Droppmg in to shop

Shoppmg:samlsmfashwnwoﬂdmde.&n—
gapore, Londoon and Hong Kong are among the
world's leading consumer destinations,

. someAmbmues.nonblyDubmmdBmt,have

decided w0 follow smit, organising successful.
shopping festivals that have attracted thoasands
of visitors. The two Arab cities have made sig-

n:ﬁamgmnsﬁnmﬂnssumess,mﬂmsboﬁof'

revenze and

Now it may be Egypt' tlmmger,apmeeof
8 .
the action. But will it be abls to compere? That's

dnﬂmusmd—do]ln(crymorecu)qmmand
toarism experts are divided in their response. -
In an to revive the oprism i
which was crippled by last- November's Luxor
massacre,lhehﬁmsuyof'l‘mmsmhasdeqdedw
festival m Caixo and Hur-
gbadatlmr. last a month, from 20 July to 20
AnngmnmammeﬁmmsmsonforAmb
tourists. A nnmber of ministries, incloding sup- |
plyandhomemde,mmormﬂ finance;. will e
GwenasEgyptA:r b:ghmls,mwl

aemmmdﬂhomms

this atena Beinit is
-.lmgmtmmn&.fwmemdymm‘
mmmmmMnsshomm_

“I'heammtnpromote and attract the

. largest poszible nomber of tourists. We want the

Mond:ofShoppmgtoheanomonwhmwe

can market Egypt in irs emirety,” said Tourism
. Minister Mamdouh El- '

The festival venues will include the Cairo
‘Trage Fair groomds in Nasr City and the Cairo In-
teznational Conference Centre, as well as several

oD many oD -
asmﬂberefundedﬂlesalesmxupmﬂm:de-
partazé, Belfagud said. EgyptAir, in cooperation
mdluwelagennes.mlloﬁeramvepack
ages- including redoced zir fave, hotel ac-

PIOgTEmImES.
Somemmexmbehevcthefesuvalwﬂ]
lnghly E; ofOtlu:ts mdmt'fﬁbe
icial to Egypt. suspect it

will be a pale copy of what Beirut and Dubai are
doing, and question Egypt’s ability to compete in
organising a similar week-

Queen Nefret
reappears at the Louvre E==i

Whenﬁ:czdeaofcelebramgNapolem _MmstﬂkaHomnbmeﬂlelaua
" Boneparte’s arrival in Egypt 200 years in a. television appearance,

e:gﬁwasﬁmw ko e "ig:m:n:hn l= who cannot appreciate

ly ti & controversy in in- peop 0 .

Ieﬂe:;llycitcles.Toplaﬂtéﬂicwnihéf"ﬂwcumnalnesbuwem
" tdes.”

- TRagab published a series of articles in

in France.” The celebrations in__.ﬂ:eweklynewspapsm El-Yom,

: ' : stolen from _AmdmgmaLomofﬁclal' Zthe stamme -
st the Louvre had ‘been. stole by the musenm in De- dismissed Ragab's claim as unfounded.
And SCA Secretasy-General Gaballah
AhGabaﬂahmsmdthatthemwas

opponents, ‘satiric writer cmbambed:splayedanhenewlyre-
Abmed Ragab, lashed out &t Gﬂm opmadEgypmn

Record acquittals
) :mllltary court

FOR REIIT

cl._Ass ADS -

- NEW 3 BEDROOMFLAT, amanmnmmnuw
AR CONDITIONED, W DISH, IN NOFHANDESSIN. TEL: 3444570
—__—__—l—#

Taha
. from the Islamist
L “The
"= ning atacks

YEARS, mmrmmmm

BE)RJUHS:H.AT.E)«:EU.ENTIE\’I
mmgﬁmymmm - and Hass:n& Hapafi, a writer apd
H-mm Cumious, Sareos. | | 1 Soa e delentas o dw o
. NFWI FLAT, 15-year * sentence,

TE%H’Z:E.LNHGROOM DINNG ROOM; 2 RECEPTIONS; Wahab;nam.hgdbt;ins::smed
10 death in absentia Sa0TUT-
zmmmmﬁt&mzﬂm ity coart in 1996.for 1aking pant in
: FOIISAI-E iz o | e Killing of top potice officey fn
m’ \RE vmovmmmsnﬁmns. shartly before the’ opening’ f -hi
MM;EHSMAM%W. -] second ﬁiéhnwmh;rﬁ

PODI SEﬂﬂ'IY mmm YMENT + - - cording to w, he must be
SRR maﬂ:ﬁdmalmmnﬁtmnruugn:—n

the two coup- _ he said, should have asked French au-
“deal” wok plece after 4 1972 UNESCO  was_ acquired lﬁy the Louvre in De-
Council of An- m;ﬁqniﬁeswuesw!ﬁ;sﬂ:eﬂ@ttom- whosoid_

) clafmed that the rare statue had
bemond:splaymthepasta:ﬂ:el:‘!gyp—

appeatedformnntbs,unlym:uppearat

Enamﬂlﬂ'mlcvis:mappemmce,ﬂm hl'bthonofFayompnmmswi]]beheld
at the Louvre next month. Apother ex-
hibition featoring the glory of Alex-
andria will take place in May.

between 19 March and 20 April, making it thmee
in a row.

“I believe it is an exceBent idea that has proved
to be snccessful in other countries. There is no
barm in ‘from their expeziences,” said
Nagwa Emdd, poblic relstions manager of So-
nesta Hotels. She stressed that the key to success
:E::dcloee ooopemuon between afr carriers, ho-

Ezzeddin -Shahmw: of Egyptian-American
Tours sees no competinion between the Egyptian
and other Arab shopping festivals, “becapse the
Afﬁnnma:;‘epom“ of quIzglliEprud

g the importance Ty
ucts on display, he said the capital’s
shonlda]sobere—pavedlomake:tpossiblefor
tourists 1o go on shopping strolls.

But Adel Zaki, chairman of TTA tours, objected
to the idea. “How can we compete with Dubai,
which is a free-trade zone that 1 no cus-

imposes
. toms or taxes on products?” he agked Zakj. also

the tingeg, which he'described as “un-

quegtioned
seitable”™. “A _shopping festival should be held .

The controversy ovar the idea of
celebrating 200 years of Franco-Egyptian
cultural relations continues to rage but,
as Omayma Abdel-Latif reports, it has

during 2 low season, not during the peak season
for Arab rourism. How can I ask shops to give
discounts in a season like that?" he said.

George Ghobrial, 2 member of the board of the
Chamber of Travel Agencies. said Dubai, as a
free-trade zone, can display products from the
four comers of the earth — gold, clothes, cars,
electrical appliances, furnitore, etc. “But here,
there is nothing but Egyptian products,” he point-
ed ont. Ghobrial wamed thar extensive prepara-
tion and additional stndies would be needed “or
else we will be ranving the risk of severe crit-
icism.”

Maged Abaza, board chairman of the Inter-
national Company for Tonristic Development,
shared the same view. “Our target is the Arab
market, and Arabs are accustomed to have prod-
ucts from all over the world to choose from. In

order to tempt them to buy Egyptian praducts, we
have to display the best of our best. This would

.Tequrire at Jeast a year of careful study,” he said.

Abaza also pointed oot that the Dubai féstival
includes tombolas apd the winners are awarded

but then dis-

Ajnvmile.AmAhNasr whose father holds 2
dual Egyptian-American pafionality, was sen-
tenced to three years in jail. The judge an-
vounced that he wsed mercy with the deiendant
becanss. of his yoong age. Nasr was 15 at the
time of his arrest lagt year,

The 65 defendants included four lawyers who
allegedly used their profession to pass in-
snactions from § Gamz'a leaders 1o
their followers ontside. Three lawyers were ac-
quitied and the fonrth was septenced to five years
aﬂerhewaseonwctedofgvmgrefngemmﬂ-
ml.sadpmwﬁng with forged docu-
ments.

Accorchng prosecutors, the militanis were
led by Aba Rawash, a doctor. and Abdel-Razeq,
a student. Abn Rawash has a long history of m-
volvement in militant activities. In 1989, he was

hideout, Ashour was accused of donating money

never showcased at the Egyptian Muo-
described mmdthat:heszamewasboughtinDe- seum, simply becamse it was smbggled

the calebrations as cember and added to the collection of outof the country in the 18th century.
i i But Christiane Zeigler, corator of the
section of the Louvre, wid Al-

ram Weckly by phone that the stame

Mwh:.le, the festivities continue un-
o the French capital. An ex-

were convicted of planning to

D —

‘An 1deal &=
outing’

Following last year's low turnont, mainly because the fair was held durmg
the fasting month of Ramadan, officials are determined to make this year's

open Cairo's 30th

Intemational Book
Fair today, reporis
Amira Howeidy

Visitors 1o the fair grounds at Nasr City will not only be greeted by a mo-
saic of colourful tiles decorating the entrance bur will also be able to use an
underground tunnel to cross traffic-crammed Salah Salem Street in order o
reach the fair without having to wosty abowt streams of speeding cars.

An even grealer achievement, sources at the General Egypiian Book Or-
ganisation say, is that the fair's two-week events will be featured on the In-
1emet. This year's theme is: “Egypt and the Third Millepnium,” in ac-
inowledgment of the fact that Egypt is at the threshold of another
millepniom of civilisation.

Unlike previous years, the theme is non-political and yet political issues
will be debated a1 the book fair's seminars. According to Cultune Minister
Farouk Hosni, terrorism and the challenges facing the Arab world in a0 era
of globnhsauon will be given special attention. These include economic
chollenges, as the General Agrecment on Trade and Tariffs comes into
force, and the proposed establishment of a common Arab market.

As a resukt of improved political relations with both Irag and Sudan, the
two Arab countries are officially taking
years, 5aid Samir Sarhan. head of the Book Organisation. French thinker
Roger Garandy, who was recently put on trial in Paris on charpes of ques-
tioning the scope of Nazi crimes against the Jews, has been invited by the
If Garandy comes. he will give a lecrare on his con-
troversial book, The Founding Myths of Israeli Politics.

to Hosni. 2,450 publishers from 79 countries are displaying a
record 3.7 million bocks. They are divided into 27 sections and will be sold
at 2 discoont ranging from 10 to 15 per cent.

Declaring that last year’s failure will not be repeated, Salah El-Me*adawt,
Book Organisation spokesman, said, “We have carefully planned this year's
event. We are confident that a visit to the fair will be an ideal outing for the

part for the first dme in several

The Tourism Ministry has decided to organise a major shopping festival next summer.
But can Egypt really compete with other major Arab shopping destinations such as
Dubai and Beirut? Rehab Saad previews the forthcoming consumer’s extravaganza

very expensive prizes, such as a kilogramme of
gold or a luxury car. “If we cannot compete in
gold, we shonld give something typically Ezyp-
tan, such as a pharaonic artifact. We have to
start where Dubaj leaves off, and not oy 10 copy
it.” he said.

ing the forthcoming Dubai festival, 60 kilo-
grammes of gold and 38 luxury cars will be dis-
tributed as prizes. Mohamed Qerqgawi, co-
ordinator of the Dubai festival. wild a news
conferepce last week tha [ast year's event drew
1.6 million visitors and an even larger mumber
was expected this year.

Emad of Sopesta Hotels insisted that Egypt can |

be competitive. “With the private sector’s sup-
port, we loo can offer expensive prizes. For ex-
ample, car manufacturers and importers can offer
good cars,” she said.

Shabrawi agreed. “We have a rich private sec-
tor. You can see this in the TV commercials
which advertise many prizes.” he said. - -

Abaza stressed the imponance of extensive me-

" dia coverage.

One of the items ondrsplaymthenewly—refnrbmhedEmhanmﬁqum
section at the Louvre

Two Islamist militants were sentenced
to death by a military court after they

assassinate top govemment officials,

but 32, including an AUC student, were
acquitted. Khaled Dawoud attended

o Abu Rawash. Ashonr was acquiited for lack of
evidence. His father, who owns 2 factory, told
Al-Ahram Weekly at the opening session that
Ashoar t the mopey went fo support Bos-
nian Muslims during the civit war in the former
Yugoslana. Ashour was also accased of “steal-
ing” chemicals from an AUC laboratory, alleg-
o Ra a fused speak

Abe Rawnsh re to lo reporters
throughout the trial. After the death semtences
were annomnced, he stood smiling and tried to
calm down his brother, a lawyer, who broke
down and Abdel-Razeq. on the contrary,
reacted angrily. He shouted anti-government slo-
gans and referred to himself 2s “manyr Abdel-

“There is no God but God and we want the law
of God,” Abdel-Razeq said. “Down with the un-
Jjust state,” he shoured.

Before leaving the courtroom cage at the end of
the hearing, many defendanis walked up (o Abu
Rawash and kissed his hand and forehead.—a
showofrespec:dlatappeuadmmdlmhewas

ApanﬁumAbuRamshsbrmherwhowasaI—
lowed into the coonroom as a lawyer, family
members were bamred from the Haikstep desert

ftary camp where military trials are osnally
held. officials have always prevented
families from attending the sentencing sessfons,
fearing possible nmlg by the relatives. Re-
porters were also prevented from leaving the
courtroom for more than two hoors ymtil the de-
fendants were taken ont. The journalists were lat-
er escorted in a bus for nearly one kilometre and
then dropped at the Cairo-Ismailia highway —

also to prevent them from getting in touch with
the familics who were waiting impatiently since
the early moming for the sentences.

Another Islamist lawyer, who spoke to the
Weekly on condition of anonymiry, said he boped
that this trial would be the last to be conducted
by military judges. At present. there are no mil-
jtants awaiting trial by the militacy cours.

The lawyer disclosed that the Interior Minisiry
has “quietly” released 640 militants on the ocea-
sion of Eid Al-Fisr — including some who be-
long to the Gama’a. The released militants were
detained for long periods, under the Emergency
Law in force since 1931, without being charged
or put on trial.

“We hope that steps like this [releasing mil-
itants] will belp in improving the atmosphere and

persuading the expamiale Gama'a leaders to -

agree 1o the cease-fire appeal made by the jailed
leaders in July,” said the lawyer. The so-called
“historic” leaders of the Gama'a repeatedly
called upon their followers in recent months to
siop anti-govérnment attacks unconditionally,
But their appen! went unheeded becanse ex-
patriate leaders insisted that violence would not
stop unless the povernment showed readiness
meet some of their démands. These include the
release of thonsands of Gama'a members and aj-
Jowing the group to regain control of mosques
the povernment seized following the outbreak of
violence in late 1992. They are also demanding

:hatmegovmmemmppumngmlhmnlsnn
trial before military courts.

Edited by Wadie Kirolos
e ———————
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The Albright sideshow

The US secretary of state held more talks with Arafat and Netanyahu but, as Graham Usher

rusalem, Albright had other, more pressing, matters on her mind

Although couched in the language of
protocol. there was litle concealing
US Secretary of State Madeleine Alb-
night’s frustradon last weekend after
another fruitless round of talks on the
stalled Oslo peace process. 1 would
have wished that mere could have
come out,” Albright told a press con-
ference in Jerusalem on | February
following her meetings with Binyamin
Netanyahu and Yasser Arafat

“We have been stalled at this point
in the peace process, megotiating the
same issues for a long time. Frankly.
fartoolong.™ -

She also implied that as far as the
Americans were concerned. the Oslo
process would come under “real
threat™ unless “difficult decisions™
were taken to advance it. Those dif-
ficult decisions have yet to be made,
especially on the Israeli side.

Despite five hours of “hard talks™
with Netanyahu on Saturday night,
Albright could extract no more from

Jordan
swaps alliances

The ebb in Jordanian-Iragi relations
reached its nadir this week when King
Hussein referred to Iragi President
Saddam Hussein as a person who
makes “extremely serious mis-
calculations worsened by smbborn-

ness.

The king further accused Hussein of
lying when he recalled that the Imwi
president assured him prior to the oc-
cupation of Kuwait that no Arab coun-
ry should use force against another
Arab country.

*All our advice to the Iragi president
was of no avail but we will continue to
alleviate the suffering of the victimised
Iragi people.” the king said in a lener
addressed to Crown Prince Hassan
which was publicly aired by the gov-
emment-run Jordanian media.

Some Jordanian analvsls interpreted
the king's statements as setting the
stage for Jordan's expected support of
the US military build-up against Irag.
Reports circolating in Jordan said US
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
received the “green light” from the
king to proceed with the military strike
during their two-hour meeting in Lon-
don last week. The reports added that
King Hussein has even agreed to allow
US oops to use Jordan's air and land
bases in Azraq and Mafraq, which are
adjacent to the Lragi border. But Crown
Prince Hassan denied the reports Sun-

him than had President Clinton the
week before. Netanyahu insisted that
the second redeployment would have
to be “phased” over several months
and conditionad on the Palestinian Au-
thority’s (PA) compliance with its se-
curity responsibilines under the 1997
Hebron ent. He also rehearsed
the line that should the PA and the
Americans insist on a thind re-
deployment (scheduled for August
1998 according to the Hebron agree-
meat), he would reduce the territorial
scope of the second. Arafat had re-
portedly told Clinton that he would
rather “resign and let Israel and the US
take the consequences” than forgo on
the third redeployment.

Given these constraints, the most
Albright could offer when she met Ar-
afat on Sunday was a “phased re-
deployment™ in which 10 per cent of
the West Bank's C area (under [srael's
exclusive control) would be trans-
ferred to its B area (under Israel’s se-

day and stressed that Jondanian bases
will not be used against Irag.

On the other hand, Jordanian pablic
opinicn is expressing clear signs of sol-
idarity with Irag. Opposition parties,
led by the Muslim Brotherbood and
other leftist groups, have expressed
their opposiion to any US suike
against Irag, saying that would only
harm the Iraqi people. Recent solidar-
ity campaigns have been led by Mus-
lim Brotherhood leader Abduol-Majid
Thunibat and prominent opposition fig-
ore Leith Shobeilat Shubeilat’s close
personal relations with Saddam Huss-
ein secured the immediate l&;;.!:e of
Jordanian prisoners in Iraqi jails two
weeks agu??:ﬁowing unsuccessful at-
tempts by Jordanian officials including
Crown Prince Hassan.

The release of Jordanian prisoners
from i jails was seem as an em-
barrassment 10 the Jordanian govemn-
ment. and a signal from Baghdad that
relations on the official level have
reached their lowest point since the de-
fection to Amman of Hussein Kamel,
Saddam’s son-in-law, in February 1996.
Kamel was later murdered upon his sud-
den retarn to Iraq six months later, .

Despite the efforts of twop Jordanian
officials, the Iraqi regime opted to re-
lease the prisopers to Shubeilat, the op-
position leader. Saddam Hussein em-
phasised that he had “released the

curity but the PA’s civilian control),
with another 10 per cent of the B area
transferred to the A area (under the
PA’s exclusive control). It was an of-
fer the Palestinian leader refused.

What is less clear is whether the re-
fusal was against the very notion of a
phased redeployment or agaimst the
miserly amount of land Israel is pre-
pared to cede.

On his return to Gaza last week, Ar-
afat wid reporters that “of conrse™ he
refused the phased redeployment pro-
posal as a violation of the Hebron
agreement. Cther PA officials, how-
ever, have been more ambiguous. “We
will not accept less thang a 10 per cent
withdrawal”, PA presidential advisor
Nabil Amru told Israel's daily news-
paper Yedior Aharonot on 29 January.
“And it must be as it was sigued in the
agreement — from the C area to the A
area.” The implication here is that the
PA is prepared to accept a phased re-
deployment as long as it involves a

“sigpificant and credible™ amount of

terriiory. -
‘Whateves the details, most observers
viewed the Albright trip as doomed
from the outset. In a rare moment of
unanimity, both Israel and the PA read
the latest American mission as less &
genuine atempt to advance the peace
process than a PR exercise to muster
Armb support for any US -action

against Iraq.

While ine America’s sm::e
against “all the way.” Netanyaha
told J’heh.zq;walem Post on 1 February
that Isrzel would not sacnﬁcem Usits s:-h
curity just to ingratiate wi
the Alilgsstm of the Gulf."

Similarly, PLO executive member

Yasser Abed Rabbo told the Pal-

estinian press on [ February that Alb-
right would not achieve anything tan-
gible because the US aim was less o
“force Israel 1o implement agree-
ments™ than to “gain and recroit sup-
port for a military strike against Iraq.

reports from Je- _

Tke opshot is 2 dead peace process
on hold.

While Israel and the PA have agroed
to send emissaries © Washington this
week to work again on a US formula,
Oslo is likely to stay put until and on-
less the Irai crisis is resolved.

In the weantime, both sides are act-
ing diplomatically to strengthen their
réspective positions. On 1 Febmary, a
Palestinian delegation, headed by PLO
negotiator Sach Erckat, travelled o
Egypt and then to Jordan to coorjinate

to the failed Albright mis-

While Iraq faces an imminent US miilitary strike, King Hussein of Jordan lashed
out at his former ally, lragi President Saddam Hussein. Lola Keilani reports

prisoners for the sake of the Jordanian
people who have put their trust in the
prominent nationalist Leith Shubeilat.”

Shubeilat had been convicted of plot-
ting to overthrow the king in the early
19905 and was sentenced to death. But
he was later pandoned by the king.
Two years ago, Shubeilat was agam
pardoped by Hussein after he received
a three-year hard labour jail sentence
for slandering the king.

Prime Minister Abdul-Salam Majali
said that “the king, the crown prince
and the government all demanded the
release of the prisoners..but re-
grettably we leaned of their release
through the media and did not receive
a notification in advance. It was a total
disregard of official Jordanian efforts
and the release was carried out in a
manner that was not in harmony with
the established norm.”

The government’s anger became
manifest when it subjected Shubeilat
along with the accompanying official
Iragi delegation to mistreatment upon
their arrival at the Jordanian border.
The Iraqi delegation and a television
crew were denied entry.

Shubeilat said that some security ~

personnel told him that they-*had or-
ders to use violence against me i nec-
essaty.” Shubeilat ‘'was detained for a
few hours and the prisoners were de-
nied a welcoming reception organised

by the Engineers Syndicare, headed by
Shubeilat.

The release was seen as an attempt
by the Iragi authorities 10 appease the
Jordanian pablic simce it came on 19
Janoary — one day after the shocking
murders of eight people, including an
Iraqi diplomat, in Amman's fash-
ionable Rabia district The Jordanian
public was angered by the brutality of
the murders — the victims were
chained up and stabbed to death —
and by indicarions that the slayings
were the result of internal Iraqi dis-
putes carmied out on the orders of Sad-
dam’s son Oday.

Iraq seems to be drawing a clear line
between its strained relations with the
Jordanian government, on the obe
hand, and with the Jordanian people,
on the other. Following the 8 De-

cember execution in B of four
Jordanians accused smugpling
spare auto parts, the king strongly crit-

icised the JIragi leadership and said
that he “will not forget nor forgive any
party that spills the blood of Jor-
danians.” He added that be did pet
care if such criticism would anger the
Iragi ip even if Baghdad re-
acted by cutting off its supply of oil.
. Nevextheless, weeks Guer,” the i
government signed {5 annoval 1
trade protocol with the ki

from Amman on the latest episode in the ups-and-downs of Iragi~Jordanian ties

oil to Jordan to 96,000 barrels of crude
oil per day at a rate . below inter-
national prices. It also agreed to sup-
ply Amman with $420 million worth
of ol for free. _ inted by
This was greatly appreciated
the]o:g:!:;ian public which perceived
it as an assurance by the Iraqgi author-
ities that they would not harm the liv-
g o o e e
. ar.
Like Iraqg, the official e in Jordan

- gince 1996 has been to distinguish be-

tween the Iraqi regime and the fraqgi
people. On several occasions, the king
hinted that the Iragi regime was behind
the suffering of its people. The govem-
ment allows around 100,000 Tragis to
live m the kingdom with and without
residence permits. The airthorities also
allowed the Iragi opposition move-
ment Al-Wifaq to opea an office in the
Kingdom and to contact Iragis coming

from Baghdad. )
Jordanian ition groups, mesm-
while, proved their value as a political

card in Saddam’s hand when they slso
slammed the government for- its attack
inst the i regime. Salem Fal-

against . Iragi me. Salet
. ahat, a member. of the executive bu-

rean of the Muslim Brotherhood, said
that the strain in-relations was due to
eternal ires “since e Jordani

pressimes
officials were in of making in- .
&pmm . .‘ -

decisions.”

i s
‘Hunger re

volution’ takes to the hills

Shiite Lebanese leader Sheikh Subhi Tufayli has been a thom in the side of the government since last summer; yet the army crackdown on
his movement last week angered many. Zeina Khodr reports from Beinst N

Once a powerful leader and a radical cleric.
Sheikh Subhi Tufayli is now a fugitive. The
Lebanese army's manhong for Tufayli cop-
tinves after state prosecutors issued an arrest
warrant againsi the sheikh on charges of “in-
citing violence, endangering civil peace and
forming armed groups™.

“He crossed the line.” Lebanon's Prime Min-
ister Rafik Al-Hariri told reporters while in
Paris on a private visit. “The authorities have
been patient ever since Tufayli launched his
civil disobedience campaign against the gov-
emment. But Tufayli went teo far: he chal-
lenged the state and the law and disrupted in-

Well-informed sobrces in Beirut, however,
said the decision to apprehend Tufayli and
crush his movement was made by high-ranking
Syrian and Iranian officials. The sources in-
dicated that the decision was reached during 2
visit several days carlier by Ironian envoy Mo-
bammed Ali Abtahi to Damascus and Beinut.
Syria is the main power-broker in Lebagon and
Iran wields influence here through I-E_zbullah.
The move came cnly days before Iranian Par-
Hament Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri's
scheduled visit to Lebanon and Syria, “Tufayli
and his actions had become a burden w Teh-
ran, especially since Tufayli was challenging
hh: Hizbullah movement and mmnmg to un-

rmine the sguggle against 1 occupation
in south Labang" said one infonnedpﬂlib-
anese source.

On Friday, in whar was seen as a provocaiive
act. Tufayli and his armed followers occupied a
Hizbullah-run school — which was empty at the
time — in the city of Baalbeck in the Bekaa Val-
ley. Hizbuilah refrained from firing on
Tufayli's men and accused the cleric of trying to
sir up unrest. “He s attempting to sow dissent
within the Lebanese Shi'ite communmity.” Hiz-
bullah said in mgtempamgc Lebmcsel army
stepped 1n 1o defuse a ially explosive situa-
tion, but Tufayli refused to obey their ultimatum
10 leave the building and Serce clashes ook ‘place
Three army soldiess and five civilians, including
former Parliament Deputy Khodr Tleis who was
one of Tufayli’s closest advisers, were killed.

Tufayli's action signalled an escalation in the
tension with Hizbullah which had been sparked
off a week carlier when the’ party expelled him,
accusing him of secking to split their ranks and
criticising the leadership. The charges allude to a
separate rally Tofayli had organised to mark Je-
rusalem Day celebrations in Baalbeck, which fall
on the last Friday of Ramadan each year. The Je-
rusalem celebrations were initiated by late Ira-
nian leader Ayatollah Khomenei to symbolise
suppost for the Palestinian struggle. Tufayli re-
fused 10 recognise the group’s decision to expel
him and pledged to push forward with his cam-

paign.

“That was the breaking point.. Tufayli’s cam-
paign against the government, which had begun
with the declared aim of improving socio-
economic conditions in the Bekas, turned polit-

fcal. He was poh;ﬁnﬁhisglmsaﬂ-ﬁzbul]ah."one
Hizbullah source told the Weekly. “Iran did not
want o stand idle while Tufayli went ahead and
et b
ayli was s Sec| -

in the lmﬁebmhmtbﬁmgmmvmmt
in 1992, when its leadership decided to take part
in parliamentary elections in Lebagon, He was
me:ed stripped of all official I:hmm. jons, but con-
tnued to enjoy support within the group. The
radical sheikh accuses Hizbullah of being tco
soft, even thoogh the movement has a hardline
stance on the US and spearheads attacks on Isme-
li occupying forces in sonth Lebanon. Tufayli
then re-cmerged onto the political scenc last sum-
mer when he lmmched bns “Hunger Revolution™
against the government and residents in the
Bekaa to follow a policy of civil disobedience.
He organised proiests and blocked roads in a bid
to pressure the government into tackliag the dire
socio-economic couditions in the Bekaa Valley.
In doing so, he drew an enthusiastic response
from the people who had long felt neglected by
thgo_ did t.tal:el for

ut it did not ong for this campaign on
behalfuf_thepourtodegenemeintoapowcr

leadership.

sty A

yli's whereabouts remain a mystery since
he left the scene of Friday's gun battle in Baal-
beck. Reports said he and a band of his followers
had been able to escape the army siege on the
school after knocking seuwn the walls separating
the school from adjacent buildings,

_Others say the army allowed Tafayli 10 escape
since the authorities did not want to captme
bim. but had intended only to crush' his re-
beHion _ . B
Heavily armed troops, meanwhile, continme to
surround Tufayli’s native village of Brital, sev-
en kilometres southwest of Baslbeck, where
some believe he hag taken Others say be
may have slipped away from Brital to seek shel-
ter in the hills close to the Syrian barder. -
As the search operation contimues, the aomy has
clamped down on the movement’s infrastructure.

Troops dismantied Tufayli’s ualicensed radio sta-

tion in the Bekaa and confiscated a large quantity
of weapons, explosives and ammimition from his
headquarters in Baalbeck. All Tufayli's facilities
in the Bekaa and the southern suburbs of Beirut
bave also been closed. ] ’

. The bloodshed and the army operation have
ignited tension in the Bekaa area. There were
mixed reactions on the streets, But in Brital, vil-
lagers vowed revemge. “Death to Hizbullah,
Death to [Hizbullah’s -general Hassan]
Nasrallah and Death to Harri,” crowds ch

during the funeral of Tleis in Brital. B}

It remains to be seen whether the violence
will spread. But jt- scems Hizbullah is de-
termmed to keep calm, and they- deliberately
avoided confronting Tufayli’s followess directly
when they occlipied the school. “We feel sorry
for what happened We are working to find a
peeceful sofution and we are tryipg o calm
things down,” a Hizbullah official said.

R'Ué'sian';peaée;
_.Snagged, ‘

Russia insisted ithad made -
prqgressineﬁortstbpersuade_
Iraq to comply with UN demands
despite denials by both Iragiand
US officials. Abdel-Malek
Khalil writes from Moscow that
Washington is unwillingtosee -
Russia once again halt its plans

to strike iraq S '

UN inspecto

“tworally incormrect™, although it said talks to end

the cxisis were continuing. .
Interfax news in Moscow said Fraqi

leader Saddam Hussein had thar UN

inspectors ing the eight sites would have to

enterng - 2
be called representatives of their countries” gov-

m&neywouldh”embebydipl
according to the Intexfax repost, omals
from permaneqt Security Council members —
Britain, China, France, Russia and the United
States. '
Moscow has. lannched a diglomaﬁc initiative
to prevent hostiliies using

tion to the crisis.

In Washington, a White House official said

US President Bill Clinton and Yeltsin discussed -

the crsis for 20 minutes over the telephone on
Monday and agreed to pursue a peaceful soln-
tion if possible. They also agreed that Iraq's de-
fiance of the United Nations and the restrictions
ithadplacedonﬂwmgloﬂdbody’sm_m-
Spectors were unaccep €.

But informed sources in Russia told Al-Ahram
Weekly that the US might not be willing to al-
low Moscow to helt iis plans 0 bomb :
‘When a similar crisis broke out between the
and Baghdad in November, it was the inter-
vention of Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny
Primakov, who has been descyibed i the Amer-

" jcan media as a personal friend of Saddam

Hussein, which helped defuse the crisis. Prim-
akov managed to strike a deal which allowed
the retum of UN i 10 Iraq in return for.

old sanctions. Moscow also pressed for a more
balanced structore i terms of the nationalities
of the UN inspection teams, allowing more Rus-
sians and Chinese to izke part, and offered the

pa:udpnﬁonofnnssianplanuin-moniming--'-

Iraq instead of the American U-2 spy planes.

Primakov in Spain. Athright said she was “scep-
tical that diplomacy will solve this i
She added: “Our pati

skov replied: “We are a little bit more patient, -

fend all of Iraq’s positions, and we wan: to in-
spect the [presidential] palaces in
refuse bombing

lomatic solution” He further

Washington not 1o ase force and 1o consider. .

the wide opposition in Arab and Islamic toun-- "

tries to such a move. American use of force -

could only lead to more tegic Jon,-he -
regignal tension..he

Thi it Rt s s s sty

b

.assurances to Baghdad that Moscow will pash - -
for a step-by-step lifting of the tight seven-year- . -

is renning out” Prim- . .

Iraqandwcareseehu'kq.s'ﬁdg'
x A

jts traditional Im- - -
ﬂuencewiﬂl_hqpuymﬁndapoliﬁmlsolq-‘ .

destriction; therefore, we do not de- g

somme pro-Israel newspapers in Moscow, Seves- - 7 . -
3 popula Russian dailies ran articles crivcisiog -

Saddam for spending ks counzy’s mioney -on

building palaces and the: world's largest

mosque, while the Iraqi peopls are left starving. ~ +5. .

They also eeiterated onconfirmed ‘om.

Irag’s g!an_tn attack Tsrael with mmt?g-

ymg ¢ sal warheads, Mcanwhile, Russian -

telavision quoted the' Ametican diil newspaper - -
. % £ ,

Newsday as saying that

considering

tion of tensions with_ was ‘a coverap_ for
Preﬁden;cunpn!s;gmmam.;-- -

- Edited by Kiraled Dawoud

: using “a tactical nuclear” bob ;.




- ture of the state of Israel remains nn-
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There has always been some confusion in %
assessing the position and role of Israel]
Arabs vis-3-vis the rest of the Arabs. Be-
fore 1967 they were either ignored or

Nioed with much snspicion: then, in the

come increasingly visible to neighbourin g
Arab_counttmg as a resvlt of lheg:vaihble
margin of on Israeli television,
on which they can be seen ing heads
of government and mivisters in the Knes-
seL 'Ihequ_es_uon. however, remains: How
mauch of this is an indication of their Arab-
Palestinian patriotisme, and bow much of it
15 an indication of the strength of the Israe-
li bold over a e severed from their
Arab comext? other words: could all
this be a case of Arabs atterapting t0 im-
iate the Israeli's selfassprance in his
state, an Arab playing at being an Israeli?
Ondlesa_melelevisionsueensonesees H
Arab-Israclis congratulating Isracli min-
isters  and  beads-of-stale on  “ip-
dependence” day. Indeed, Arabs be
seen actively patticipating in the cul-
minating event ‘of “independence™ day.
For three successive years a place has been
reserved for an Arab to participate in the
hglgnngofthelzmdlesmpmsenﬁngdle
various sectoss of Israeli life. o
Gone forever is the Arab of the “so-
called state of Isracl.” But gone too, it ap- &
pears, is the lsraeli-Arab as the “last de-
fiant remnant” holding out on his land.
Once an inverse image that offered some :
Palestinian dispersion, defiant endorance 3
became 2 narcissistic mechanism to com- % 3
pensate for the absence of a political strat- {333=
egy among a defeated minority inside a ¥
state that was foanded on the ruins of the “LA%
Arab-Palestinian people.

been process of Isreel- :
ification after having been’ stripped of its

Arab-natipnalist dimension. One mmst Te-
member, thoagh, that the process of Israel-
ification is, of necessity, cirtailed from the £=+
ourset, since it is not based, and cannot be
based, on equality. This is not becavse the
Arabs in Israel are part of a greater Arab |
nation “2t a state of war” with Israel, nor E
becanse the “modernity gap™ between Is-
raclis and Arabs I the realization of p
equality, as the claims of the'two prévaiént
sociological' ‘theories in Israel "have it
(Even if we-jrantthese:ciimg fof the sake-
of argnment, they only serve., in the best of
circumstances. {0 explain’ what currently’ .
exists in Israel. They do oot explain why
the realisation of equality will remain im-
possible in the futare, evén in the event of
peaceful relations between Isracl and the
Arab World, as long as the current strac-

changed ) o
The circumstances of the Palestinian mi-
Ahie. In sphe. of e coatinuing £5p be.
e. N continning gap
tween themAmbs apd the Je\;r‘:sngn income
levels, standards of ‘hving and other such
criteria, Arabs in Istael, since 1967, have
been part of the on-going process of de-
velopment and the concomitant increases S
in investment rates, consumption and ris- -~
ing levels of education etc. One is tempted
to ask the upanswerable question as Ip
which factor is more operative: the rising
standardsofﬁvfmgordnemﬁmﬁnggg
between the Jews and Arabs? That this & .
question’ cannot be answered,. however, -
does not imply that there is no framework
inwhichthetwovariables—developme?and
on-voie discrimination — e
cosly. In this framework — the Jsracli frame-
work — Arabs in Isracl have become Israclified
even in their manner of dealing with the gap that
scpamesﬂ:emﬁoﬁc]m.lnlhﬁomam
itical discourse artempt, as o as
gi?:llle.mcimnmvemthecmcialqmtionogﬂ:_e
ipstmmentai relationship between Jews and their
level of prosperity, and the state. . o
In this respect one notes a significant change in
one of the primary indicators which Arabs have
used 10 dernonstrate Isracli discrimination
agamst ther: the per capita budgerary allocation
to local authorities. Whereas in the seventies the
Arab per capita share of these allocations stood
at less than a teath of the Jewish per capita share,
the figure now stands at X y a third,
i isconception s that this change
happenedasaresultoflhck!'&ﬁlm_?mty'

peinginpower.lnfncuhechangebegmwiﬂ:me' )

moepu'anofﬂ:etwupmtysystﬂninlsmel_mpe
end of the seventies, at which point the Arab

electorate began to acquire greater sigmﬁmc_r.__.-

on the political map. - R
Thisdeve!opmmt,ordygamc.ﬂmugh,hasm
yet extended 1o three cructal factors: firstly. the -
continuing discrimination in the distribution of -
the common’ good and sbcial wealth; -

and contignous with the first, that the state of
rael, in essence and in the delineation of its prior-
ities, rests ypon the notion of a Jewish majoaty;
and, thirdly, that the Arabs in Isrzel do mot cajoy
collective rights — rights as a national minority
— other than chose nghts accorded to religious

denominations. Moreover, these laner rights are .

not fully accorded to Muslims, who are deprived
ofthf:Br]irgm to manage the affairs of their wagf
(religious endowments) .foundarions “and of ‘the'
right to appoint religious judges. .

ow mught one rationalise this situation 1n a-

state, at the end of the 20th century, that defines "place

jtself as a democracy? Clearly, the cuslomary ex-
planations of the theorists of the Israeki establish-
ment are ho Jonger adequate, pargcuhﬂythm
ning o e ity gap” between the
ewish settlers and the “native” sociesy. ' - -

To the Palestinians, as a people, Ismeli mod-

ernism severed the historic continsum of the Pal- - -

m;nm well before 1948. With the foundation:
of the state of Israel in lM&Pﬂﬁummsomety

lost its - political, cnltural and ecopomic elite.
Moere importantly, .Palestinian society lost the
Palestinian city, having been reduced to a village
society, separate from but dependent for its sub-
sistence upon a Jewish city that refuses to allow
integration. Moreover, with the loss of ag-
riculture as a basis for subsistence, village so-
ciety became neither murel nor urban. The only
avenue 1o modernisation that remained open to
the Palestinians, therefore, was that laid ont by

- the Jewish state and the only alternatives avail-

able to Palestinians were marginalisarion, imita-
tion o, in the best of circymstances, pressing for
some rights. Thus any refutation of the theory at-
and Jewish-Israelis o relasive levels of mod-
exnity must not overlook the very real distortion

“the imposed, coercive mode of modemisation

has had upon the remnpants of Palestinian society
inside Israel. . .

As for the second claim, that the current cir-
cumstances of the Arab minority are the result of
the Arab-Tsraeli conflict and the concomitant dis-

‘trust of Arab citizens” Joyalty to the state — this

claim is cited in positive as well as ive con-

- texts. It is cited positively by those who believe

in the sppremacy of the ontionalist struggle,
heace the disioyalty of the Arab minority inside

- Jsael to the state. It is cited negetively by those

who believe that “peace”™ will prevail in the end
and that the Palestinian minority has, in general,
proven its loyalty 1o the state, The latter position

.is largely represented by social scientisis in Is-

rael who remain in favour of the peace process.

- One Is at pains here to determine how “loyalty
to the state” can be accommodated in liberal dis- .
comrse (What exactly is loyalty to the state in a
Iiberal democratic society. shonld -t con-

* stifute a condition for granting ights of equal cit-
 izenship? What means and standards are o be

_engaged in

determining loyalty in the first
. 7). One is also struck by the incongruous
demand upon the Arab individual to be Joyal to a
‘state that was bnilt on the vestiges of his national

" eniity. Regardless of these considerations, how-
‘ever, what is of essence bere is that Zioaist polit-

ical parlance hes adopted the discourse of loyalty
as if the mﬂ?tl?:dA:a% iotimate personal re-
lationship wi citizen, encompassing
broad sectors of the representatives of the Arab
miposty, and ing interaction by this elite
with . “Jewish democrsts™ who are pressing for

3
g
:
4
g
g
]

discourse
tural identity, it alienates Israeli Jews from their
own liberalism.

Recenly, a pew conceptua] model has been
forwarded in an atteropt 10 explain the paradox of
the situation of the Palestinian minority within
the' context of an Israeli democracy. This model
is potentially far more dangerous, because on the
one hand it is more consistent with reality, while
on the other, rather than criticising this reality
with the aim of changing it, it serves to ra-
ionalise such reality in order to enshrine it

This model rests on three propositions re-

ing the namre of Israeli democracy. Firstly.
n that Israel is not a molti-national state
possessing a system of neutral consociational de-
mocracy under which diverse national groups re-
1ain their distinctive collective will, possess the
right of veio and enjoy a range of autonmomous
powers. In juristic terms, Israel, by definition, is
neither multi-yational, mnoli-lingual nor malt-
culoural a3 is the case with Belginm, Switzerland
and Canada. The national minority in Israel is not
a national group o tenms of parity with another
national group. Indeed, it is not recognised as 2
national group at all, but rather as a segment of
the populaticp that is defined as “non-Jews™, the
term used in Istacl’s annual census. Secondly, Is-
reel is not a liberal, assimilationist democracy in
which the individual is regarded as a citizen, re-
ﬂﬁsnfeﬂuﬁcormligiws affiliations. Nor is

1i founded upon the civil defini-
tion of the nation as is the case in France and the
US. Israel i5 not a state for all its citizens, it is the
state for Jews. Arabs who live in Isracl do not
make up, together with the Jews, a single, dem-
ocratic i nation, Rather, “the people of Is-
raei” are, even in Hebrew, the Jewish nation.

Tt 15, furthermore, difficult to describe the system
in Jstael a5 apartheid or as a form of herremvolk
democracy, in which democratic rights are re-
stricted 1o a specific scgment of the populace. For.
the argument goes, Arabs in Isracl are not ex-
cluded from in Isracl, albeit a de-
mocracy for the Jews. Officially, they are coa-
sidered equal in their individual rights, And
akthough this democracy cannot pass the test at the
natiopal level, although it treats a segment of its
populace 2s enemiss when they put the nation to
the vest — as occurred on Land Day in 1976 for

e Arabs inside | |
_Azmi' B’i.e.;liarai member of the lsraeli Kﬁesset, reviews the manner in which the contradictions
Inherent in the position of Israeli-Arabs as supposed citizens of a democratic state are rationalised

example — Ismel is not apartheid {unless we tnke
the West Bank and Gaza into consideration, which
in my opinion constitute a form of Bantstan).

What remains then? Instead of aiming at de-
mocratising the existing reality. reality itself has
been transformed in accordance with a read-
ymade model of “democracy™, one already la-
belled: an “ethpic democracy™ (see Sammy
Smooha’s work on the the status of the Arab m-
norily in Israel).

When control of the state rests in the hands of a
national, ethmic or cultural majority, there can be
no question of any talk abour a civil nation. On the
other hand, within such an “ethnic "
the state grants individuals belongiog 1o minorities
certain rights as citizens, and theoretically they
can aspire to some colective rights as a national
minority, although this is the most they can aspire
10. Experience suggests thar coexisience is pos-
sible under such circumstances. However, and as
mentioned above, this theoretical model remains
an sttempt at rafionalising the existing reality,
rather than an mtempt at making use of the theory
of democracy zs 2 tool for reaching a critical un-
derstanding of a given reality.

The primary flaw in this theory is that it pos-
its the awtonomous adminisvation of the na-
tional minority, on one hand, and liberal de-
mocracy on the other, as two separate and
distinct things. It also assumes that there could
be no meeting ground whatsoever between lib-
eral democracy, whick does not take foll ac-
coent of the particularity of both Arab and Jew-
ish culnwal pgroups, and consociational
democracy which provides a framework for the
coexistence of distinct national groups but not
for the rights of individuals as citizens. Yet it is
not true that the two models — liberal and con-
sociational democtscy — are mumally ex-
closive, panicalarly if we ake inlo considera-
tion the fact that the application of liberal
democracy in the contemporary multi-nationai
state must also include the recognition of the
existence of distinct and diverse national, eth-
nic 2nd culteral groups. In all evenis, Arab and
Jewish democrais have no other model to ac-
commodate them, and rather than attempting 10
construe the current realities as democrzatic, but
of a special variety, it would be more con-
structive to use theory in order to expose the
flaws or absence of democracy as it is applied
in Isracl.

Top: A New York Times photo
dated August 1948, dispatched
with the following caption: A
smlllaﬁpolﬁon of aft:‘ae Arab
popuiation of J and Haifa, the History, icularly the ex-
two most important Arab centres pericnces E;mthe{n Ireland,

peace. In Jaffa approximately

5,000 Arahs, all that remains of : 5
the 90,000 which constituted the ¢Vvilably leads to conflagration.
Arab population of the city, live I f
and work under the direction of a S0uld suggest that there is 2 dis-
Jewish military governor who

policeman chats with a street
vendor. In Jaffa food is plentiful.” he original proprietors of the
Below: Israelj police in Ikrit in ey
1973 handling a small group of
protesters against a military
order closing the area.

Source: Al-Ahram Photo Archive

I 20d cuitural tensions continue to

Ancther aitempt -
tionalising the simation of the
Arab minority in Israel, predating
that of Saymmy Smooha’s con-
cept of “ethnic democracy™. was
forwarded by Clande Klein, for-
mer dean of the Schoo! of Law at
the Hebrew University, who pro-
posed self-rule for the Palestinian
minority in Israel as a way of pre-
venting the struggle for equal
rights rather than as a step on the
. road to equality. The reason for
. uying to aven the stmggle for
N . equal rights is understandable.

. for any such struggle cannot but
‘ question the very essence of the
foundation of the Jewish state. It
is important o remember that,
; contruy to what many believe,

*. self-nde for the Arabs inside Is-
rael was not an idea mitzally for-
warded by Arab intellectuals,
Rather. #t is an idea developed
. and favoured by the Ismacli ac-
- . ademic establishment in an a-
" .. lempt to abort any other develop-

-: ment of a conceptual framework
capable of reconciling the notica
of self-rule with that of equal
rights, something that would re-
quire by necessity a redefinition
of the essence of the staie as it ex-
ists now.

Successive Israeli govern-
ments have established their
discrimination against and con-
: trol over the Arab minority by
engaging the state apparatus in
the service of the interests of
r the Jewish majority, as their
definition of such interests.
And as has been elucidated by
many researches into the stats
:Lf: the Arab minority in Isracll.

is policy has been responsible

for the confiscation of Arab
. = land and the economic and in-
*.. fraszructural gap between Arabs
= and Jews. The model of “ethnic

- democracy” claims that It ol;
.. possible to erate a form

equilibrium ﬁween the partial-
ity of the state in terms of na-

s  Honal groups and impartiality

in terms of individeal rights
and the collective rights of the
Dational miporities. Opponents
to this view have asserted that
this model bears the seads of its
own downfall in the long run.

ofthenmstate_ oflsrael_ Sri Lanka and Cypras before
continues, assisted by their 1974, has demonstrated that
Jewish neighbours, to ive in such stmcmrally in-

stitutionalised  discrimination
against national minorities in-

On closer inspection, one

provides them with food and m’ga-mgﬁﬁ .m“mﬁm' m’g
lodging. [In the picture] a against  indigenous  national

groups who consider themselves

land. Both experience and com-
mon sense well us that it is vir-
mally impossible to placate in-
digenous national groups with a
deficiem democracy. Under such
conditions. national. religions

smoulder untl the conflic
erupts, yielkding one of two resulis: either separa-
tion or 2 reformulation of a historic compromise in
the form of a consociational .

This distinction, however, is insufficient unless
it is accompanjed by some modification in pat-
terns of thought and behavioar, The status of the
indigenons minority is not a question of place of
birth, but primarily one of colture. If, as a result
of numerous factoss, the Israeli colture of mar-
ginalisation prevails among Arab Palestinian cit-
izens of Isrzel this will mean, a1 least in the fore-
seeable future, that they will accept the status of
a minority in an “cthnic democracy”™, in other
words, less than full equality as individuals and
as a collective national entity. The dominan: po-
liticat discourse, which is simuoltaneously the
product of and formulator of culture, appears to
accept this model of a deficient dernocracy. It is
this acceptance that provides the model with its
primary iropetus, rather than its logical coherence
and argumentative force. What presents jtself as
a form of pragmatism — and how frequently the
Arabs confuse prapgmatism with shrewdness —
is an integral part of the dominant culture of the
Iscaeli Arab. Inside Israel the appeal for more
rights is counterbalanced by ce of the
Jewish character of the staie and its claims 10 loy-
alty, while for Arabs jt is justified as a coming to
Erips with reality.

What is culture if oot a mode of interacting
with reality? It is the way Isracli Arabs are pres-
ently dealing with their complex reality that { call
Israclification, a process of a cultral and psycho-
logical adaptation to the status of half-Israeli cit-
izen. on the one hand. and hali-pational group,
on the other.

Yet we mnst always remind ourselves that “re-
ality”, like our ways of dealing with it, is not a
given, is something consiantly in a process of
formation and change: and that the acceptance of
injustice is part parcel of the creation of an
unjust reality. Thus the only possible way for the
Arab minority inside Israel 10 confront the chal-
Tenge of Israclification is nol 10 deny the ex-
istence of such a process, but 1o engage in g
struggle for equality. o struggle which can si-
multaneously challenge the Zionis-Jewish es-
sence of the Isracli state while at the same fme
mobilising the Arab minority in the battle 1o gain
their national rights as Arabs who belong tp a
wider collective national ideptity than of
Arabg inside [srael.
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AN ACTIVIST of Tudin’s Congress

Party holds an election poster of Sonia

Gpandi in Calcutta. The Italian-born
widow of former Indian Prime

Minister Rajiv Ghandi is campaigning
for the Congress Party ahead of the 16

Febrnary efections. Although Ghandi
has not announced her candidacy for

political office, she has been attracting

huge crowds and has given a boost to
the beleaguered party

India for all but five of its 50 years of
independence. The Congress Party’s
main rival is the right-wi
ultra-na!l:l;t;cn:‘list Bharativa Janata
Party, w according to opinfon
polls, is likely to win most seats in the
upcoming elections. (phota: Revters)

A straw In
the storm

Some point owt that Clinton’s decision to say
nothing before that 27 January speech was in fact
private Democratic and

“Crisis throws Republicans into disarray™. head-
lined the Web news perwork MSNBC last Sun-
day. ~The scandal is even providing 2 boost o the

Democratic Party,” wrote The New York Times on
Maonday.

The reference, of course, is 1o the spate of con-
tradictory reports, ramour 2nd innuendo about US
President Bill Clinton having sex with Monica Le-
winsky in 1995, then a 21-year-old unpaid intern
ar the White House, and subsequently advising
her to lie about it under oath during the inquiry
into the sexual harassment charges laid against
him by Paula Jones. Ms Jones. at the time an em-
ployee of the State of Arkansas in her early 20s.
accuses then Governor Bill Clinton of having in-
vited her to his Little Rock hotel room in 1991
and asked her for a sexual favour.

The headfines also allude to the wave of opinion
polls taken by media groups over the past week
showing Clinton™s approval rating at an all-time
high. A Wasiiington Post survey published on
Sunday put it ai 67 per cent, Newsweek magazine
had it at 70 per cent. a Time magazine/CNN poll
set it at 68 per cent, and it reached a record 72 per
cent in America’s heartland. according to a Chi-
caga Tribune survey.

“What is going on here?” has become the ques-
tion of the week in the US media. in the press and
on TV shows and talk radio. Has “Billy boy™ done
it again? Are we dealing with President Teflon-I
fafter Ronald Reagan)? Has the “Comeback Kid™
pulled another victory from the jaws of defeat? Is
the American public showing more sophistication
than its media elite, separating Clinton’s private
life from the performance of his public duties? Or
did Hillary Clinton score big with ber spirited de-
fense of her beleaguered husband. the target, she
said, of “an ongoing right-wing conspiracy™?

There is perhaps a bit of each: the answer may
also be none of the above. The composite judg-
ment one could glean from commentators — bar-
ring the partisan “‘spin-doctors™ of both political
stripes — goes somewhat like this: With the bud-
get deficit down from $357 billion to S10 biltion
and heading for its first surplus in 30 years, with
unemployment and inflation at record lows, and
with no servicemen engaged in war abroad, the
US is feeling bener about itself than it has in more
than two decades. Six in 10 Americans surveyed
also believe their country is headed in the right di-
rection. Clinton's State of the Union speech. they
say. plugged right into this upbeat narional mood.
That was when be broke a week-long silence with
the controversy swirling all around him. and star
TV anchormen had to be flown back precipitously
from the Pope's visit to Cuba o set up a state of
siege around the White House.

Mowliam i
Irish maz

Thousands of Northera Irish Catholics
marched through the ceatre of Londonderry
on Sunday to commemorate the 26th an-
aiversary of “"Bloody Sunday™ when 14 peo-
ple were killed by British soldiers during a
peaceful demonstration. Sunday's march was
particularly sigmificant 1 Irish natonalists
since British Prime Minister Tony Blair an-
nounced that the government would open a
new inquiry into the massacre. The original
1972 inquiry had absolved the police and
armay of all responsibility, despite eye-witness
claims that the security forces had opened fire
on unarmed demonstrators. Police were con~
spicuousty absent from this Sunday’s march
as the demonstrators demanded “truth™ about
the massacre and “justice™ for the victims and
their families.

In line with his stated policy of advocating a
peaceful solution to whe Irish question, Tony
Blair's govemment has adopted a conciliatory
posture towards Irish nationalists — hence
the proposed inquiry and the non-interference
in Sunday's march. Yer will conciliation be
enough?

At the end of last year, the British govem-
ment were ready to give themselves a “pat on
the back™ over the way negotiations were go-
ing in the all-party talks at Stermont. The year
had seen a renewal of the IRA cease-fire that at
last seemed to be sticking, as well as the con-
tinuation of the three-year-old Loyalist cease-
fire. As well as the cessation of violence in the
troubled province, there were symbolic ges-
wres aplenty during 1997. First Sinn Fein were

ted permission Lo enter Stormont for direct
face-to-face talks with the Undonists. Sinn Fein
were also invited to Downing Street for an un-
precedented mecting with British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair in the middle of December,
Amongst all this dynamic sctivity, however,
murnblings of Loyalist disillusionment could
be heard in the bac] . It is the dis-
affection of its former allies which the British

which has ruled

a strategy driven by

As Monica Lewinsky prepares to get her tes-
timony in a twist, Clinton sees his popularity
rise and rise. Joeneed Khan watches the
US president alfost getting away with it

of_Lewinskj[ gossip

and perhaps get Clinton off the hook. was a tidbit
ing: Newsweek's on-
2 by Michael Isikoff was flashed

New

Can Germany and Rirssia paper over
their traditional rivalry for supremacy

Malek Khalil from Moscow

member Council of Baltic States met in ihe
political 2nd economic grouping

the first | t steps toward a Baltic Sea

Rasmussen. -
mp’]‘he Council of the Baltic Sea States includeas

have traditionally been a stage for power strug-
glcsbaweence:manymd_Rnss:a.Bmmda_y,
the two most powerful pations of the region
aim o bridge the gap between Western and
Eastern andmmaqxiddlev:ayb_e—

‘White House polls showing wide public satisfac-
tion with his polities and job performance. And,
they add, the State of the Union address was itself
crafied to further reinforce that feeling. There was
something thrown in for everybody, with the em-
phasis on saving social security for the ageing
baby-boorners, and with the very hawkish refer-
ence to Iraq — a low-risk affair for US Gighdng
men, since any attack would essentially be con-
ducted by electronic warfare.

These same commentators point out, however,
that Bilf Clinton’s favourable rating remains very
fragile. Indeed, the polls, conducted after the State
of the Union speech, also indicate that most
Americans believe their President has lied or is
hiding something.

A CNN/USA Today/Gallup Poll on Monday
showed that 62 per cent believe Clinton is not tell-
ing the truth about his affair with ex-interm Mon-
ica Lewinsky. 55 per cent believe he had an affair
with her, 62 per cent believe he had affairs with
other women. 52 per cent believe he lied under
oath. and 53 per cent believe he is not honest and
trustworthy. One Hart/Teeter poll conducted for
NBC News found that only five per cent think
their president is totally truthful and honest. And
the poil has a plus or minus five per cent margin
of error. A Washingion Post survey shows that
more than half the people polled agree that “Clin-
ton has only himself 10 blame™ for the controversy
— and six out of ten suspect that the Clinton pres-
idency will be remembered for allegations about
his personal life and not for its accomplishments.
More ominously. an NBC News/Wall Street Jour-
nal poll showed that 52 per cent think that Clinton
should be impeached and removed from office,
should reports that he encouraged Lewinsky to
commit perjury turn out to be true.

If the reports of suborning witnesses and perjury

tuzn ocut to be rue, the approval ratings roay tam
out 1o be merely the last straw Clinton clutched at
as the storm descended. Monica Lewinsky's fip-
flop has thrown special prosecutor Kenneth
Starr’s investigation into disamray — and is now
causing reseotment among Republicans who
chose to watch the scandal unfold from the side-
limes.
Indeed. it does seem the whole scandal was pre-
cipitated at the very crucial moment when Starr
was rying to get Clinton or his friend Vernon Jor-
dan to confirm on the phone to Lewinsky that they
had tried to get ber to Lie at the Paula Jones in-
quest.

What caused events to accelerate premamurely,

going reportin
across the Intemet by the Drudge Report, a Wash-
ington web site run by former pizza delivery-man
Mant Drudge. As it tarns out, Matt Drudge is con-
nected to Lucianne Goldberg, “literary agent”™ to
Linda Tripp. a former White House adversary of
the Clintons and the “friend” of Monica Lewinsky
who taped their phone conversations, it is said var-
iously “to protect herself”, to gather material for a
book, and to help Starr in his investigation.

That the bomb exploded in the very midst of the
Pope’s historic visit to Cuba, and of Binyamin Ne-

tweer NATO member %A% thase
countries that bave not 2
'I‘heBalﬁcsﬁmsofE)goi‘I?la.lmiaandU_!h-
mania are keen w0 join NATO, and are being
couried by the United States which nvited
them to sign the US-Bahic charter last week im
which Washington
siates” membership in NATO. .
Russia, however. has wamed against
NATOQ's eastward expansion, and Moscow of-

states if they relinquished their long-time goal
of joining NATO. Political tensions sdll exist
publics of Estoniz, Latvia and Lithuania —
now-defunct Soviet Union.

Western Europe. While the economies of the

With

tanyahu and Yasser Arafat’s visit to Washington,
may not have been pure coincidence: Republican
hawk Jesse Helms, of the controversial Helms-
Burton Amendinent, was already wresting the in-
itiative from Clinton by proposing 1o ease the Cu-
ban embargo for humanitarian purposes — prob-
ably in exchange for the firm implementation of
the bill's extraterritorial clause targeting foreign
firms doing business in Cuba.

Fed up with what they perceive as the paralysing
consensus of UN multlateralism, Republican
hawks were also at work prodding Clinton for a
Lone Ranger toughness on Irag more in mune with
their idea of tue S world leadership.
And once Clmton, effectively reduced to a polit-
ical neutrality as complete as thar of the Queen of
England.washuﬁentmexenpmsm'eonlsmel
or deliver land peace to Arafat, Netanyahu
proffered his snpport to the US President — and
lined up behind the Republican Congress against
both Irang and Iran. William Ginsburg, the lawyer
for Monica Lewinsky, then told the Isrzeli daily

vel t efforts in Eastern Europe.
Somalopmﬂls ir Eastem Europe threatéa 10 spill

countries of Eastern Earope and the former So-
viet Union. Western n and Mordi
countries are eager to stop the inflox of East
European economic immigranis. Latvian Prime
Minpister Gentars Krasts wrzed the richer Baltic
countries to increase development aid 1o the
poor countries of the region. -
Poverty and economic problems also foel eth-
secution of the ethnic Russian rainorities in the
three former Soviet Baltic states are a constant
canse of concern to Moscow. “As we stand on
the threshold of the 21st century, ethnic Rus-

resented his country at the Riga conference. He

Yedio: Ahronat that “Clinton is a good President
becanse he is supportive of Isracl and the Jews™.
But Starr is plodding on. The investigation con-
tinues and Clinton’s trizl in the Pavla Jones case is
set for May. Monica Lewinsky, pampered dangh-
ter of a wealthy Beverly Hills Jewish doctor, may
yet have to choose between going to jail for Clin-
ton — like Susan McDougall in the Whitewater
case — and telling the troth,
Clinton's African-American are ral-
IByingmundhim.withleseIacksoninthelmd.
ut Women are starting to speak ont against the
president’s womanising. Liberal critics are now
lashing out at Clinton as “the most Republican of
all Democratic presidents”. And with one eye on
the 1998 Congressional elections and the other on
the 2000 Presidential campaign, the Republicans
themselves are shedding their uncharacteristic re-
straint. Washi a town famous for the prac-
tice of politics as a blood sport, would seem to be
rehaning to its traditions.

prove thejr buman rghfs record.
had different agendas, but the Riga conferenice
offered as good a forum as any to irom oot the
differences. “Security in the Baltic region and
in the north is based not on the philosophy of
the balance of military potential but on strong
measures of trust and practcal
Chernomyrdin told the region’s leaders.
Norwegiap leader Kjell k
called on the Baltic states to establish a re-

member of the Enropean Union, The wealthiest
country per capita in the region, Norway is
awash with ~-dollars and is relectant to join
thclit; BlutNmfﬂsgencomgﬁthem
uon of a looser economic grouping in Europe
to counter the begemony of the ELJ. '

reminded the Baltic leaders of the re-

A new inquiry into the “Bloody Sunday” massacre has been promised,
only two weeks after Mo Mowlam, secretary of state for Northem Ireland,

entered the Maze prison to talk directly to the Irish paramilitaries. Yet the

government sow needs to address if the peace
process 15 oot to be derailed.

The touble started when Billy Wright,
founder of the Loyalist Volunteer Force
(LVF). was shot dead in the Maze Prison by
members of the Irish National Liberation
Army (INLA), who were among his fellow
prisoners. Christopher McWilliams, ope of
the men who was amested for Wright's kill-
ing, told police that “Billy Wright was ex-
ecmedfor;:::rmsononl%—fordi_mcﬁng
and waging his campaign of terror against na-
tonalist people ﬁomahlgx:pnson cell.” Of the
20 sectarian killings in the province in 1997,
15 bave been attributed to Loyalists and many
if not all of these to the LVF. From the outset
it was believed that the killing would pre-
cipitate retaliation. The province then wit-
nessed a wave of violence which has put the
peace process through its saverest test to date,

Immediately after the killing of Wright,
LVF paramilitaries shot dead Seamus Dilion,
a security goard at the Glengannon Hote] in
Dungannon, County Tyrone. In the atack,
five others were wounded, as the
fired indiscriminately around the hotel func-
tion room. An LVF source labeled this arack
as simply “2 mark of respect. with more to
come, either in Northern Ireiand or the Re-
public.” Any bopes thar this single killing
wight suffice (o satisfy the vendetta instinct
?umkly faded, as the Dungannon murder was

ollowed by a brutal attack on & north Belfast
bar on New Year's Eve, in which Eddie
Treaner, a 31-year-old Catholic, was killed.

This aftack moved the crisis into a mew
phase. The area in which the attack was car-
tied out is oot generally considered as an LVF
swonghold, The organisation is relatively
weak in Belfast, and it is supposed that the
Ulster Defence Association (UDA) mast have
played a logistical role in support of the kifl-
ers. Established oaly 16 months ago, the LVF
are one of the many Loyalist splinter factions.

They are not represented at the Stormont talks
and indeed are generally regarded as a pariah
group. However, this new development would
seem to signal that since Wright's death the
LVF are being welcomed back nto main-
stream Loyalist circles,

After all the attempts by the British govern-
ment to keep the IRA cease-fire intact, it was
oow the Loyalist cease-fire that was under
threat of being broken. Indeed, with the
UDA’s involvement in the New Year's Eve
anack. the cease-fire had effectively come to
an end. Unionists had long felt that the talks
process was peared towards ing Sinn
By S, vards kecping Sia
sacrificed it order to assuage Republican sen-
sitivities. Following the spate of killings and
the frateraal reunion of fringe and mainstream
Loyalist factions, the UDA and the Ulster
Frecdom Fighters (UFF) instracted their rep-
rescntatives at the Stormont talks, the Ulseer
Democratic Party (UDP). to withdraw. This
:hu‘?iwdtoinjectanewsenseofmgencyinm
It was in this new, context, that Mo
Mowtat, Secretary of State for Northern Ire-
land, decidfied to enter the Maze prison to talk
directly fo thie paramilitaries. It was a brave step
for her to take and one that could easily have
mlﬂowlam said of the visit

“it wok courage to things forward.”

After the news of u:i'é's;hmé's visit broke.
Safn McCrixy, leader of the five-man UDA/
UFF delegation that was to meet with Mow-
lam inside the Maze, said: “We voted against
the UDP staying in the taks. But all that
could change in the next couple of days, We
feel it is a courageous decision 1o come and
speak to us. There will be no pegotiations,
only a conversation. We know the way for-
ward is through dialogue, bt we want a level
playing-field ™ Mowlam herself reiterared that
the meeting was to 11l the prisoners that the
“only way forward ou issues relating to the

continuing spate of sectarian violence still threatens to derail lrish peace
plans. Manscor Mirza reports from London

prisoners is through dialogue and that without
dialogue, they are not going to get anything ™
Mowlam bas certainly brought a new ap-.

her appointment in the wake of New Labour’s
election victory last May. She has an ip-
stinctive of the deep-rooted sensitivities
of the different commupmities in Northern Ire-
land_ Like Prime Minister Blair, she is willing
to take osks in order to reach a com-

ive settlement and is big on symbolic
gestures. It is this skill in diplomacy where
other people’s pride is at stake that made her
visit to the Maze such an astonishing success,

After the meeting, the UDASUFF prisoners,
who had carefully left themselves just enough
leeway, executed a complete U-turn, and m-
stucted their political represcmtatives that
they would continue to back the talks process.
Thus the peadulum swung once again in these
turbulent negotiatiops which have sill not
managed Lo define precisely what is to be dis-
cussed at Castle Buildings.

The risks taken in the last few months by
the British government have been spectacular.
Tony Blair remarked to § ists after meet-
ing with Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams at
Downing Street that “the risk of meeting Ad-
ams was a dsk worth waking,” Mowlam ajso
took & risk that was hitherto anthinkable, The
lesson above all would seem 1o be that when
taking risks for peace, it is better to be pro-
ac_ll:{lr:mdlerthanmacﬁve.

) recent crisis highlights this point
cxsely.Thereisafeelinggh aany dhat

playing field. If Northem Ireland is 10 find
peace in the foreseeable future, many more
such rigks will have to be taken. Whether
these risks will be rewarded depends es-
seatially on how much imagination s dem-
onstrated by the people wking them.

Edited by Gamal Nirumah

states to Stalin was ope of the worst acts of Hit-

ler, and I haven't forgomen that,” Kohl said

The Baltic states all aim for NATO membex-

ship, and Germany, in'spite of Ruossian objec- - .

tions, supports their attempts to join both the
EU and NATO.. ' J°l-ﬂ

1 pst many that -
the process has still not established a level- |-
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Baltic bloc

Heads of state and govermment from the 11-

Another bone of contention between nations
ing the Baltic Sea is the widening gap in- .
economic performance between Eastern and

into the West. An estimated 30 per cent of
prostiles in Western Europe come from tie -
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Insurance

It didn’t take long for repre-
sentatives of the gEgypﬁan in-
Surance sector to raise the batile
cry that biberalisation would place
them ar a disadvantage in the face
of global competition,

The complaints voiced by these,
ﬁa ;ﬁﬂecas representatives of other

onomic sectors in Egypt;

came after Egypt's signing of the
World Trade Organisation agree-
ment for the Lberalisasion of f-
naccial services im December.

Usnder the agreement, which is
due 0 be ratified by the end of
1999, Bgypt must open op its in-
surapce, banking and investment
funds to foreigners, allowing them
to be majority owners in joint-
Venlures 1n cach of these three
sectors.

The government has offered re-

peated assurances that the econ-.

omy, now being reformed, is able
10 withstand t.hl.eg pressures of com-
petition from abroad. Egypt has
already signed the first part of the
WTO agreement, which opened
up the banking and securities in-
dustries to foreign ownership in
1995,

But both public and private sec-
tor insurance executives argue
that opening up the market before
the end of the WTO-prescribed
three-year transitional petiod is
Just about a recipe for disaster for
the country’s insuraace industry.

The truth of the matter, how-
ever, is thet liberalisation of the
insurance indupstry began in 1995,
with the passing of Law 91. The
law enables forcign equity in-
surance companies to be formed
with ap to 49 per cent foreign
ownership. In' a comesponding
move, the prices of most in-
surance prodocts were also liber-
alised. :

Egypt’s signing of the WFQ ac-
cord, slong with 70 of the WTO's
132 members in Geneva, has
raised protests among certain sec-
tors in the economy. especially in-
surance, that the pact will pave

the way for liberalisation at too

quick a pace. This, critics point
out, will allow foreign companies,
notably American firms which en-
joy a competitive edge in .fi-
pancial services wordwide, to.
dominate the local market at the
end of this year, before national
companies can upgrade them-
selves to face global competition.
The agreement entails applyin

£
WTOQ directives o the financial

services sector and putiing coun-
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"at ‘the men’s market

Hailed by some as a much-neaded step to lure foreign investments, Egypt's signing of
the WTO agreement for liberalisation of financial services has also drawn criticism that
the move wil} I_:e.detrimental to local industries. Aziza Sami reporis on the controversy

tries which violare their commit-
ments before an anthority thar set-
tles such disputes. -

The agreement has drawn mixed
reactions, ranging from the gov-
ernmeni’s assurance that the econ-
omy is ready 10 face. international
competition to protesis by repre-
sentatives of the insurance in-
dustry, both public and privae
sector, who sy that opening the
doors this year to intemational in-
sgrance companies, before the
three-year transitional period pre-
scribed by the WTO, can only re-
sult In negarive consequences for
the natiopal insurance indystry.

The US, pressed by its in-
fluential financial services in-
dustry, refected a WTO deal in
1995 as offering inadequate com-
mitments to liberalise the in-
surance sector. But battle lines
seem to have been drawn between
the insurance companies — both
public and privaie — on the one
hand, and the govemment 6o the
other.. The governmemt is now
considering privatisation of public
seclor insurance companies, as
well as mesponding to WTO pres-
sures to lift the 49 per cent ceiling

on foreign investments before the

end of this year. One of the four
public sector insurance compaaies
is-expected to go up for sale by
the end of the second guarter of
1998. Private sector insurers say
that opening the doors to foreign
companies before the thres-year
transition period prescribed by the
General ent on Trade and
Tariffs. (GATT) will obstruct the
Eg;;puan private sector's chance
to form companies and establish

-themselves in the marker “You -

bave to encourage national capital
to invest in insurance, and give it,
instead of the foreigner, privileges
enabling it to face what will be
very - aggressive foreign competi-

tion,” said Mounir Ghabbour,
.chairman of the private sector

Pharaonic Insurance Company. “Tt
is important to have a three-year
transition period before lifting the
49 per cent ceiling on foreign
ownership.” Ghabbour said. -

The problem was exacerbated by
Minister of Economy Younssef Bu-

tros Gheli’s statements, at several |

poblic meetings. that the insurance
sector will be opened up o for-
eipners before the end of January
1999. The arpument is that jt is
only liberalisation which will push
th¢ insorance sector to become
more competitive and become a
source of much-needed natonal
savings. But other insprance ex-
pents share Ghabbour's view that
the national industry, the long-
protected public sector, as well as
the privete sector, most be given
the opportunity to upgrade itseif
before becoming open o competi-
tion.

“The big question is whether to
open up the market while letting
the public sector companies re-
main and compete with foreign
companies or initiate a privar-

- isation programme for this sec-

tor,” says Samir Hamza, a partner
at Helmy and Hamza (Baker and
Mackenzie). “Before ecmbarking
on either route, Egypt has to have
an adequate number of actuary ex-
perts who are the basis for any
insurance business development.”

Bat the government seems bent
on speedy liberalisation of the sec-
for Im compliance with the latest
WTO agrecment. The first step to-
wards privatisation has been tak-
en, for bids to evaluate one
of the four public sector com-
panies in preparation for their
sale. One is expected to go on sale
by the second quarter of 1998,

The cebinet approved a draft law
last December which will be dis-

. cussed in parliament’s current ses-

sion on liberalising insurance. The
government's plan is to remove

.the 49 per cent limit on foreign

ownership. Compalsory re-
inserance is also to be removed,
as well as citizenship requirements
for managing directors of life and
non-life insurance companies who,
according to the current law, must
be Egyptians.

In the framework of the latest
WTO agreement, Egypt will also
allow 51 per cemt foreign in-
vestment by the year 2000 in life
insurance, and the year 2003 in
non-life insurance. In addition. it
will allow 100 per cent foreign in-
vestments in free trade zones.

Social insurance will be ex-

e queue gets longer

cluded from the liberalisation pro-
gramme, 2 point reiterated more
then once by the minister of so-
cial affairs, given that the govemn-
ment is still oying o mainfain a
precarions balance between the
reeds of a free market and social
demands. The position of insiders
in the insurance business was ex-
pressed by s representative
at the WTOQ, Ambassador Mounir
Zahran who described the agree-
ment as “a one-way streer which
allows muolinationals to grab
more power. The developing
economnics have little choice but
10 accept because of much-needed
investments.”

Allaying fears about the con-
sequences of the latest agreement
for the banking seclor, [smail
Hassan, the governor of the Cen-
tral Bank of Egypt, announced
that any shareholding in a bank of
more than 10 per cent has to be
approved by the CBE. Since there
is 2 moraterinm on banking lj-
cences for Egyptans as well as
foreigners. any foreign  im-
vestments in this sector would be
made through the purchase of ex-
isting licences or buying into ex-
isting banks. Buwt the Egyptian
banking sector has, in effect, al-
ready been totally deregulated
with the liberalisation of interest
and tariffs and through offering a
wide range of services related 10 a
free market.

A pew banking law issued in
1995 raised the level of foreign
ownership in joint-venture banks
to 49 per cent. allowing for the
appointment of foreign magagers
and the establishment of foreign
bank branches. American Express,
Citibank and Credit Lyonais cur-
rently have fully-owned sub-
sidiaries in Egypt. Expens are
confident, therefore, that Egyptian
banks are strong enoogh to face
international compeunon. “I think
Egyptian banks are prepared to
compete on a one-on-one basis
with any international bank which
decides to establish iiself here.”
says Mohamed Ozalp, senior gen-
eral manager of Misr International
Bank (MIBank). “Any purchasing
of any equity share in an Egyptian
bank of more than !0 per cent has

The government’s struc-

1o have prior approval of the Cen-
tral Bank, These arc regulations
which are perfectly normal in any
counwry due to the sensitivity of
the banking sector.” Qzalp added.

Bui por all banking experts are
enthusiastic over the prospect of
foreign banks operating freely in
Egvpt. Some see the new agree-
ment as one more step in the
speeding up of liberalisadon,
creating a greaier dependence on
advanced economies. “If banks are
10 be privatised, it is 10 be for
Egvypiians,” says Hassan Abbas
Zaki, board member of the CBE
and former minister of the econ-
omy. Zaki says that foreign own-
ership of banks will be one more
factor subjecling the ecomomy 1o
the fluctuations of global finance.

Ie the siock markei, the WTO
agreement has so far met with lit-
tle reaction since several forcign
funds are already operating in the
market, subscribing in stocks and
bonds and looking into companies
for sale.

According 1o the WTO agree-
ment, Egyp! is commitied to open-
ing its marker 1o foreign investors
to establish and fully own secur-
ities companies. Foreign firms
have the right 10 establish and
own majority stakes in local com-
panies and kave the full right to
be treated on an cqual fooring
with national companies.

Despite the importance of the
agreement, most stock brokers and
workers in the capital market are
still ignorant of its terms and the
consequences of @15 imple-
mentation. But Ali El-Tahri, man-
aging director of EFG Hermes, a
financial group with brokerage, in-
vestment banking and fund-
management activities, welcomed
the agreement, saying that opeping
the doors to increased foreign
presence will benefit the local
market, boost investments and im-
prove the overall investment at-
mosphere. El-Tahri criticised the
view that closiag the market in the
face of foreign investments is a
way of protection against specula-
tion. “As long as there is in-
vestment, there must be specula-
tion. Even those entering the
market for speculation will shift to
longer term investments if they
find the invesimeni environment
and market-yield satisfying.”

Additional reporting by
Shereen Abdel-Razek

The Social Fund for De-

companies fear for their lives Textile wars

Do GATT/ANTO agreements menace
the survival of the Egyptian textiie
industry? Not if textile manufacturers
know what's good for them, writes
Essam Rifaat

Egypt is a member of the World Trade Orpanisation
(WTO). Previously, it had signed the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in April 1994, and it has
been a GATT member since May 1970. Egypt has also
taken the necessary constitnrional measures to secure ap-
proval of the GATT agreement aed the issuance of a law
tothat effect.

As a member of GATT/WTO, Egypt is under legal ob-
ligation to implement al aspects of the multilateral agree-
ments (there are 28 agreements besides the general GATT
agreement). In other words, members of GATT are boand
by certain commitments and entitled 10 specific rights.
Mporeover, members cannot implement some articles of
the agreement and igoore others. It is all or nothing.

The Minisiry of Trade has recemly issued a decres 10
liberalise trade in textiles in accordance with Egvpt's ob-
ligations under the GATT agresment. The move was met
with mixed reactions reflecting the different imerests of
Egyptian iextile importers and producers as well as the
country’s clothing producers.

Clothing producers welcomed the decree because it will
enable them to import high quality textiles at lower prices.
This in tum will improve their production lines, thus ena-
bling them to compele more cffectively in international
markets. Textile importers also approved of the new de-
cree because it will enable them to import new
which were previously off limits. At the other end of the
spectrum, Pon Said's free-zone maders expressed concern
over the new decree because they have been importing
textiles without being subject to impon duries or quota re-
strictions since the free-zone came into force in 1976.
These traders ar¢ now demanding exemption from the
pew regulations. Egyptian textile manufaciurers are of a
similar view to that of Port Said's traders. They believe
that they will not be able to match the competition from
foreign suppliers who will now gain access to domestic
ma;::s. They are therefore demanding a rehabilitation
peri

Yet despite all these counter-arguments, Egypl’s com-
mitments under GATT clearly require a controlled re-
{axation of trade restrictions in textiles. The onus is now
on the domestic industry to face up to the new competi-
ton by uwpgrading products and lowering prodoction
costs. In any case, the new decree does not authorise un-
restricted imports withoun specific disciplines to protect
domestic industries.

Egypt cannot possibly put the Egyptian textile industry.
the country’s leading industry, at risk in its efforts to iber-
alise textile imports. The textile industry’in Egypt has en-
joyed protection for many years and it now seems that it is
resisting change as though its life depended on it.

Some say that the textile war is now on, bat. in the final
analysis, trade liberalisation is not incompatible with the
protection of industries. The Egyptian industrial sector
mus? realise that real protection lies in higher quality and
access to foreign markels.

help in reducing wun-

The wriler is editor-in-chief of the economic weelly mag-
azine Al-Ahram Iktisadj

Private sector growth remains too slow and too capital in-
tensive to absorb the country’s unemployed, whose ranks
are swelling daily under the effects of economic deregula-
5 tion. Fatemah Farag investiigates the scale of the problem,
safety nets and long-ferm plans

poverty in the Arab world.

Crouched on a pavement at
a busy intersection in the
Cairo working class district
of El-Zawya El-Hamra are
some of the men  that
Egypt's stractural adjust-
ment and eeont_ omic reform
rogramme forgot. '
PEvery day, in the chill of
early momipg, scores of
these men gather in -what
has come to be known &s
“the mer’s market” — a
nondescript comer where
the only commodity for
sale is Iabonr.

There are dozens of cor--
ners like this ome around
Cairo, each offering 2 mea-
gre shot at a day's wage,
and each manned by en-
employed workers whose
ranks, analysts say. grow
daily, despite efforts to re-
vamp the economy and
breakup the decades-old

pablic sector monopoly.

With Egypt's - population -

edging closer to the 70 mil-
lion mark, Nader Fergany,
-director of the independent
Almishkat Centre for Re-
search, can't help but paint
a bleak picmre of the fo-
rare.

To cope with future. la-
bour demands, about
450,000 new jobs mmst be
created per year for the
next 10 years. In additon.
another 2531000 jobs p:g

over the same peri

ﬂt be created for the
presently loyed, said
T y. e, 1o meet
this ideal goal of 700,000
jobs per year, the country’s
GDP has to grow at an m-

been a problem for decades
and, since the 1950s, sever-
al steps have been tzken to
reduce the jobless figures.

A recent stady by Cairo
University economist Nag-
wa El-Ahwani revealed that
since 1960 the employment
structore, and corresponding
fevels of unemployment,
have undergons drastic
changes that can be divided
into main stages.

In the first phase — from
1960-1973 — -
employment averaged 2.2
per cent” The stndy found

that unemploymeat rates
were low during this 13-
year period because the pab-

fic and government sectors
were expanding their hiring
and new graduates were
guaranteed jobs.

The second phase — from
1973-1985 — was char-

acterised by the absorption
of labour into the booming
construction sector, which
accoun:_ed_ f:r about 22 per
cent of job opportunibes.
Also at work were the
country's informal sector
and the fact that many
workers left for jobs in
Gulf Arab countries. Un-
employment during that pe-
rind increased to seven per
cent, but was still noder
control.

But during the third
phase — from 1985-1991
— unemployment took a
tn for the worse. As the
economy fell into a slump
during the early '80s, and
government employment
experienced a similar de-
cline, the number of job
seckers increased beyond
what the market could easi-
1y absorb.
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tural  adjustment pro-
gramme, lannched together
with the economic reforms
of the early 1990s, posed
rwo main problems for the
labour sector. While these
programmes sought to re-
vamp the economy, making
it more productive and ef-
ficient, the push for privat-
isation forced workers —
and employers — 10 deal
with new issues such as
shutting down factories or
early retirement packages.

Similarly, industrial cit-
ies, such as 6th of October,
were gaming prominence
with their modern factories.
These factories. however,
required skilled workers,

Orhe; factors ‘zriere also ‘:!:

b bring s peri
?ﬁc{ as the Gulf War, a
rourism indosry that
slimped becanse of internal
and external political ten-
sions and declining rev-
enues from the Suez Canal.

According to a 1991
World Bank study, 450,000
Egyptian workers and their
families returned home as a
result of the Gulf War.
Their return  alope  ac-
counted for a three to foor

cent Incredase 1 un-
employment figures.

Ania Axtia spent 10 years
in Saudi Arabia as a cop-
struction worker before be-
ing pushed ounr of his job
five years ago by a cheaper
Asian labour force. Now,
he stands in the men's mar-
ket waiting for work.

“I wanted to get married
and help my family,” s.-ud
Attia, explaining that Saudi
Arabia “offered a great op-
porminicy™,

But since returning 1o

five years ago, Attia
has been looking for a job.
He has taken up some tem-
porary work. but those jobs
never lasted. In the process,
he spent ali his savings.
The men's market is the
only opportunity left

With the gravity of the
unemployment  sftuation
well cotrenched in the gov-
ernment’s mind. solutions
are already being soughr.
Just last week, a Minisicrial
Work Group was set op and
charged with the study of
the job market and its re-
quirements.

velopment (SFD) has set up employment. . prepared hy the United Na-
two labour programmes con-  “This [progmmme] is tigns Developmeat Pro-
sidered to be an integral useful only if carried Out gramme, arpues that the
part of the structoral adjust- with a  comprehensive poor are aeither able to

ment programme.

The first, the Labour Mo-
bilisation Programme, in-
cludes early retirement
plans and the maining and
re-training of workers to ac-
commodate changing mar-
ket needs.

The early retirement plan
is considered “a closed file
— finished.™ said Mohamed
Hussein, an official with the
General Egyptian Federation
for Trade Unions (GEFTU).

In March 1996, GEFTU
signed an agreement with
the government and the
SFD, leaving the atter and
the employer responsible for
paying the minmmum early
retirement benefits — fig-
pres which range from
LE12,000 10 LE35.000.

This programme  has
helped the government priv-
atise factories and com-
panjes, but has also left
some recipients disgruntied.

“I took the LE20,000 they
offered me because I fig-
ured it was a good deal,”
said Mobhamed Sobhi, who
used 10 work at the Nasr
Amomotive Company —
one of the first firms to start
up an carly reticement pro-

gramme.

Sobhi took the money and
opened a cigarette kiosk.

“The kiosk doesn’t bring
in moncy, and I've spent
what was left of the money
on day-to-day needs.” he
said.

Other workers, fearing a
fate similar to that of Sobhi,
have lashed out against the
programme. Employees at
some fattories such as the
Helwan Spinning and Weav-
ing Textiles Factory. where
produetion has been halted

management fear the
possibility that they wonld
lose their jobs.

Their cause, however, has
litle backing. as the GEF-
TU bas given its stamp of
approval to the privatisation

mme.

The second SFD project is
the Micro-Enterprise Stim-
ulation Programme, which
has come onder fire by the
very experis whe argued
that such 2 strategy could

framework of training and
re-training, as well as sup-
porting buvsinesses oper-
aling in a competiive en-
vironment and which don't
receive the incentives af-
forded to big bosiness,”
said Al-Mishkat's Fergany.

‘While the public secior
has been slimming down
its labonr force, the privaie
sector theoretically should
have stepped in and hired.
But the Al-Mishka: smdy
shows that private sector
development, since the ear-
ly 1980s. has been more
capital intensive than la-
baur intensive.

Cairo University’s Ah-
wany reached a similar
conclosion in her study,
which revealed that private
sector contributions to in-
dustrial investment and em-
ployment were lower than
ex .
For example, between
1988-89, private sector in-
vestment accounted for
only 21-27 per cent of total
jovestments. and only
about 700,000 new jobs
were  created  between
1990-1995, according to
the study conducted by Ai-
Mishkat

“This means that only a
small percentage of people
entering the job market
were able to benefit from
the creaticn of high-paying
jobs in the private sector.”
said Fergany. “The rest,
due to the ghut, were forced
to accept low-paying jobs.”

But if unemployment is a
sweeping problem touching
vireally every sector of the
economy, then who suffers
the most?

The most recent govern-
ment statistics reveal that
those hardest hit are the
poor. Women come in a
close second, with un-
employment figures nearly
double that for men. Work-
ers with only a secondary
or primary school ednca-
tion come next, followed
by those with a higher ed-
peation.

A May 1997 report on

seize new opporiunities. nor
are they included in pre-
viously-established  safery
nets.

The situation seems likely
to get worse before it gets
better. Experts argne that
the recent .implementation
of an agriculural reform
and {and rental law, coupled
with the capital develop-
mem of agricultural en-
terprises. is expected to
push hundreds of thousands
more workers out of their
jobs.

In s bid to deal with this
problem, the General Syn-
dicate for Agriculture, Ir-
rigation and Water Re-
sources annoupced  last
October the implementation
of the first phase of a re-
training project aimed at
providing some 10.000 ag-
ricultural workers with the
skills necessary to find
work in the counry’s Tosh-
ka project in southern
Egypt.

But the programme. too,
has been met with scep-
ticism as critcs argue that
it is too capital intensive.

What needs w be done,
say experts and analysts, is
to change the educational
and vocational training sys-
tems. El-Ahwani points out
that “mismatching” between
markei needs and educztion
15 2 major weakness in the
govemment’s employment
policy.

The Ministerial Com-
mittece — headed by Econ-
omy Minister Youssef Bou-
tros Ghali —  has
announced that its priorides
include obtaining detailed
statistics  reflecting  the
present situation of the job
market as a pre-requisite to
discerping the necessary
changes which most be
made in curriculs and ed-
ucational systems. Bur re-
forming the educational sys-
tem js no easy feat, not to
speak of the tme such re-
forms, when implemented,
will take before they have
any substantial effect on the
job market.

Edited by Ghada Ragab
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Al-Ahram: A Diwan =
of contemporary life

In February 1902, Al-Ahmm attacked
the policy of Mr Dunlop, the British
secretary to the Egyptian Minisiry of
Education. for what it considered the
unacceptable innovation he introduced
into the Egvptian school system —
physical education. This novelty. the
newspaper argued. threatened to spread
hostility between the various schools.
as could be atiested 1o by the fight that
broke out between the students of Tan-
ta and Mansoura schools following a
foorball match.

The famous poer. Ahmed Shawki,
was of a similar conviction. In Fare-
well Lord Croner. a poem he wrote on
the occasion of the end of the British
High Commissioner’s tour of duty in
Egypt in 1907. be wrote:

Is it a sign of your munificence to our
schools that they abandoned sciences
and rook up football?

Within three years. however. general
thinking changed considerably. The
shift in anitude was reflected in Al-
Aftram which. in 1910. fearured two
front-page articles on “physical ex-
ercise”. The first, “Tvpes af physical
exercise and their benefits.” appearing
on 25 November, advised readers, "It
stimulates the circulation of blood. as-
sists the digestive process. removes ex-
cess fat and benefits the nervous sys-
tem. [t is essential for people in
general. particularly those involved io
intellectual activities: Therefore. it has
been introduced into mosi schools and
colleges in England and Germany and
it has even developed into a branch of
studies.”

The author lisied numerous sports
and their benefits. Walking —at a pace
of 60 1o 80 steps per minute™ was one
of the most benehcial forms of phys-
ical exercise. Running was “the best
means to expand the chest and assist
the lungs in performing their function
effortlessly.” on the condition that the
runner was careful o adhere to the
proper posture. Jumping “up and down
or backwards and forwards™ was im-
poriant for “building courage. flex-
ibility and composure™ and improved
the ability to judge distances. Nothing
was better than dancing for “improving
posture. acquiring better deportment
and building strength.” He cautioned,
however. that “the waltz, so popuiar in

Physical education in Egyptian schools was introduced in the
2 "jLI @ early years of the 20th century at the behest.of Mr Dunlop,
the British secretary of the Education Ministry who devised
_ new school cutticula. Ar-Ahram initially -attacked -the physical -
education idea on the grounds that some sports caused. inter-school friction. But
the newspaper reversed its position a few years later and opened its pages to nu-
merous articles about the benefits of sports, ‘arguing that °a sound mind requires a
sound body.” Dr Yunan Labib Rizk telis the story on the basis of reports and ar-
ticles published in ALAhram S

Europe. causes dizziness and nausea.™
and that “people afflicted with Iu-
berculosis and anaemia should refrain
from dancing completely.” Swimming
exercised all muscles uniformiy. “but
swimmers rust take care to have di-
gested their food and not te remain in
the water for long periods of time, par-
ticularly at the beginning. Should a
cramp occur, swimmers should remain
calm and float o their back without
thrashing.”

The author recommended three other
forms of sports that were popular ai the
time: horse-riding which “improves di-
gestion. stimulates blood circulation
and strengthens the lungs™. fencing
which “stumulates blood circulation,
strengthens the lungs and builds mus-
cles™. and cycling “which activates the
entire nervous system.” Oddly. football
and tlennis were put at the end of the
list. perhaps for considerations of inter-
school rivalry. The author concludes,
“Lest we forget. a sound mind requires
a sound body and regular exercisc is
the best means to maintain the strength
of the body znd. therefore, the vigour
of the mind.”

The second article. appearing in De-
cember that year, was enntled, “Physical
exercise and breathing™, Human beings.
the author tells Al-Ahram’s readers, take
an average of 14 o 16 breaths per min-
ute. It is preferable 1o inhale through
the nose and exhale through the mouth,
for this permits air 10 be warmed in the
nasal cavities before It reaches the
lungs.” After listing a few breathing ex-
ercises, he added that healthy breathing
helped prevent disease, particularly m-
berculosis. which was widespread at the
time. Scientists, he said, have noted thas
this disease was “less common among
soldiers who play in the military bands
in light of the breath control their in-
struments require.”

So well received were these articles
that, from late Becember 1910 through
the following year, Al-Ahram featured a
series of 12 articles by the author of
Sound Body, Dr Tawfik Sousa. Indeed,
so confident were the editors in the se-
ries’ ability to amract readership that
they appeared on Fridays, the weekend
for most people.

The series began with several articles
on cleanliness. Somsa begins with sev-

eral famous quootes: “Human be-
ings and filth do not accord:
where the latter grows the for-
mer weakens”. “The unclean
man is prey to permanent dis-
comfort™, and. finally the Arab
adage, “Cleanliness is 2 tenet of
faith.”

According to scientists, he
says. the sweat and fatty sub-
stances secreted by our thou-
sands of skin pores help rid the
body of waste products. more so
than the lungs and kidneys.
Should this process be blocked,
a person could die, “as scientists in Eu-
rope have proved by painting a horse
with tar, causing it to die of suffoca-
tion.” Indeed one cbserves, he adds,
that most animals spend a large portion
of their lives cleaning their skin, “to
the exten: that pawre enables them to
do so™.

Proper skin care through regular
bathing was essential to sound heafth,
He advised bathing in cold water at a
temperature of between 8 to 16 degrees
centigrade, regardless of the season.

He adds. “Cold water increases the
number of red blood corpuscies in the
blood, and aithough body temperature
may decrease initially. in the course of
the counter response, the body's tem-
perature is raised by a full degree. par-
ticularly if the bather performs some
physical exercises.”

On the other hand, Sousa cautioned
against public bathhouses, or “Oriental
baths™ as he called them. While the
steam helped the body secrete waste
substances from the lungs and Kkid-
neys. the public baths “can cause diz-
ziness and extreme faintness as the
temperatures vary from 40 ro 60 de-
grees, after which the body is sub-
jected 1o a hot water bath and then a
lengthy period of repose in order o
permit the body to undergo the re-
action.”

One amicle was devoted to proper
clothing. While not as essental as
food, water and sleep, Sousa coo-
sidered ariention to clothing and par-
ticularly to fabrics an important in-
gredient for the maintenance of sound
health. He warned, for example, that
“some dyes contain toxic substances
thar are harmful ro the dyer and to the

people who wear the clothes that had
been immersed in those dyes.”

The doctor then addressed how
clothes function in relation to heat. In
cold climates, “clothes are made to ab-
sorb the rays of the sun through the
gaps berween the woven fibers and the
air trapped between the clothes and
skin helps preserve body heat.”™ As for
warmer climates, the best fabric 1o
wear was cotton for “its capacity to re-
duce body heat™ At the same time,
“loosely woven fabrics, regardless of
their colour, are superior to tghtly
woven fabrics for absorbing moisture
on the skin and perspiration.”

‘The remainder of Sousa’s series was
devoted to food and nourishment. He
devoted two articles to milk and dairy
products. Apart from mother's milk, he
said other important sources for milk
were cows, sheep and donkeys. Indeed,
Al-Ahram's readers may have been sur-
prised to learn that, of these three. don-
keys' milk was the closest in composi-
tion to mother’s milk. Mitk derivatives,
he writes. are produced “when mifk is
exposed to the air, permitting the cream
w form on the surface. By churning the
milk one produces butter and by al-
lowing the protein substances to CoO-
agulate one can produce cheese.” Milk
contains a variety of nutrients that are
sufficient to nourish infants and help
them grow. Of course, in an age before
refrigerators were invenied, Souvsa also
needed 10 discuss spoilage and he ad-
vises readers 10 add a gram of borc
acid per lire to keep milk from spoil-
ing. He also offers advice to readers
when buying milk In order to test
whether the milk seller is cheating
them., consumers should first taste the
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milk to see if it has
been dilnted with
water and. second-
ly. if they have 2
scaje available.
they shouid weigh
it “a litre of milk
diluted with water
is lighter thap a li-
tre of whole milk.”

One of the most
beneficial milk
prodocts was cur-
dled milk, which
could be made with
“a special yeast”. Cordled milk., be
notes, “is easier to digest than ordinary
milk. In addition, it is a diuretic, it
cleanses the intestines and it has a high
nutrient value. Alse, it is known 0
have great curative effects on diabetes
and some stomach disorders.” .

Tuming to cheeses, Sousa lists six
kinds: Roquefort. Gruyere, Edam, Brie,
Camembert and Cheddar. Although all
of these were European brands, he was
pot about to ignore locally produced
cheeses. The most important was gibma
garish or cottage cheese: “After the
farmers milk their cows, generally after
sunset, they remove the cream and put
the milk in a water skin which they
Jeave suspended in the air for several
days. After chuming the cream to make
butter, they tzke the remaining batter
milk which they put cn a low heat until
it produces whey. Then they mix the
whey and the curds together, put them
on a straw mat amd allow the mixture to
drain, after which they add salt and cut
up the cheese in sizes according to de-
mand.”

. Even today’s readers may find Sou-
sa’s chapter on meais useful. Among
"the most commonly: eatén meats were

beef, water buffalo, lamb, pork, camel
meat and, more rarely borse meat. Oth-
er sources of meet could be obtained
from rabbits, wild boar and various
types of fowl. He also provided a
schedule for the optimum ages at which
these animaals should be slanghiered for
their meat: “bulls berween 3 and 6
years old, cows less than 3 years old,
calves at 6 weeks, sheep between one
and a half and two years.” Contrary to
readers expectations, he notes, the most
expensive cuts of meat, such as fillet,

Abmged Sbawki

do not have any greater numient value
than less expensive cuts.

Another article in his series was de-
voted 10 eggs. He provides Al-dhram
readers with some scientific insight by
offering a breakdown of the composi-
ton of the average chicken egg. This.
he said. weighs approximately 30

of which the shell is six

the yolk is eight grams and the

white is 36 grams, Clearly. he was de-

scribing the locally produced farm

egss rather than the modern ~Grade A

Large” battery-produced eggs of mod-
em times. .

The doctor also igok occasion to
warn readers against the wiles of the
egg sellers of the times. “Chickeas pro-
duce more eggs al the beginning of
spring and the end of summer. Due to
the increase of supply. the prices of
eggs should drop in these seasoms,
However, to keep the prices from drop-
ping. poultry farmers and egg mer-
chants withhold a portion of the pro-
duce and store it away for the low
seasons. Therefore, not only can we
not find cheap eggs when they are in
season. but we have to eat expensive.
old eggs in the winter!™

Tn the last article of his serics. Sousa
turns to bread “It is to the Anciem
Egyptians that the world owes the in-
vention of the method of baking bread.
It is from Egypt that the Jews learned
this art and from Egypt that it spread
to Asia and then 1o Greece and Rome.”

Even then, health-conscious Egyp-
tians must have asked which is health-
ier. white bread or dark bread. for
Sousa addresses this question next.
His answer might come as a surprise
to modern nutritionists, for he says.

“Experiments have shown thai white

bread is better and that the brun
should be left to ruminants.” Finally.
he says that “a person can survive
quite well on a kilogramme of bread
and a litre of water per day™ and con-
cludes that this may have prompiad
the well-kmown adage. that “man can
live on bread alone.”

The author is a pro- | <.
fessor of history and | o o
head of Al-Ahram His- | %%
tory Studies Centre. |}

CeBIT 98 in Hannover

CEBIT 98 will lake place in Hannover, Gemany, from 19-25 March
1998. CeBIT is considered the number ona exhibition for elecironics,
compirters, software and telecommunications in the word. In 1997,
the exhibition recaived 600 thousand visifors from all paris of the
worid. This year, over 7,300 exhibitors will parficipate, approximately

2,763 of whom are from outside Germany.

The axhibition will ofer the latest in the fotlowing specialised flelds,
including infonmation technology. network computing, computer in-
tegrated management, intemet, intranet and extranet technologies,
telecornmunications, office automation, bank lechnology. security
equipment/ card technology and research and technology transter.
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Preliminary meeting for the Sixth ACITEX Exhibition

Cairo Infemational Conference Centre repre-
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Volume of trade with Sudan expected to increase

half of 1997.

WHILE the volume of trade between Egypt and Sudan witnessed a
steady decline during the period from 1882-1995 due 10 the the
coasing of protoco! activity, faliing from LE228 million in 1992 to
LES2 million in 1985, trade activity begean moving upwards to reach
LE142 million in 1996, and recorded LE98 million during the first -

A source at the Commercial Representafion Office said that as
political and economic ties between the two countries begin to im-
prove, something which the forthcoming period is expected to wit-
Ress, so too will the amount of commercial activity. Major Egyptian

exports to Sudan include foodstuffs and petroleum products.

A message from the Indian ambassador to
Egypt on the occasion of India’s Republic Day

A PRELIMINARY meeting attended by sponsors and
exhibitors of the Sixth Al-Ahram Computer and In-
formation Technology Exhibition (ACITEX) took place
on Monday, 26 January 1998, during which the final
details conceming the exhibition. including opening
night invitations. entry passes for exhibitors and vis-
itors, and automobile entry passes to the confe:enca

cemhgﬂleelechimireqmremmsofeachpaviio_n
ware also discussed, in addition 1o the special semi-
nars that some companies wil be holding on tha
sidelines of the exhibition.

sentatives participating in the meeting inciuded: Sa-
mih Aglan, managing director of securily and Abdel-
Moneim Higazi, general exhibition manager, who
both made a big impact on the success ol co-
ordinating between organisers and officials of the
Cairo International Conference Cenire.

Sponsors of ACITEX 98 intlude: IBM, Computer
Consultart Group (CCG). Hi-Tech, ProTrade,
Banque Misr, Xerox, National Bank of Egypt and
Knowlogy Interational.

Exhibiting companies include:

Technology Systems

(ATS} Est, AlFAhram Management

Al-Arish:

Under construciion J

Cairo:

22 Abdel-Khalok Tharwat St 23 July St
Illel'opcllﬂ' Aswan:

114 AMirghari St Abtal Al-Tahrir St
Alexandria: Monsotra:

25 Abdei-Sallam Aref Gornhouriya St.
ilia: Zagazigs
cjmrla“bia Sq'uare 91 Saad Zagloul St
Mohandessin: 'l'ania=.

Gth of Ocotber City:

Under construction. J

gnd Computer Cente (AMAC). Al-

Advanced
Badr for Electronice and Computers,
@ Arsb Land Bank @) 55 =5t 2
Deposits - Credit - Investment

and Export for Commercial Agents
(NEXAR), AMWady Computor Ser-
vices, Apple Care, Apple Line, Arabian
American Gomputers and Systems
Development Company, Betier Busi-
ness, Business Express, Cairo Com-
puter, CeBIT, Compudream, Compu-
House Computers, Compuscience,
Computer and Engineering World,
Computer Consuling and Suppiies,
Computer Scientific Company, Com-
putrack, Computrend for Computers
and Electronic Systems, Crystal Mind
Computar Solutions, CSA Computers,
Daltix Information Technology, Data
Bank Computers, Deutsch-Arabische
Hande! Skammer (SYSTEMS), Di-
amond Computer and Trading, Dimen-
sion for Trading and Supplies, £g-
yComp, EgyGate. Egyptian
Engineering Computar Company, EG-

Headquarters: 78 Gameat Al-Dawal
Al-Arabiya St., Mohandessin

YTECH, El-Arabi Co. for Trading and
Manufacturing, El-Ghandour Est., El
Shorouk Trading, El-Tawil Inter-
national Trade, ElectroServ, Esteghar-
ia for Elactronics and Computers, FAX

Ali Ghoneim, vice chairman of the board of
Al-Ahram Establishment and general manag-
er of AMAC; Hassan Hamdi, zeneral manap-
er of Al-Ahram’s Advertising Departinent and
supervisor of Pyramids Advertising Agency;
and Mohamed Yousse[ Habib, ACITEX su-
pervisor, daring the mecting with sponsors
and exhibitors

Computer Systems., Fouda Co. Lid, Future Soft,
Gamma Electronics, Glory Tech, Hadeya for Arabic
Software. Heart Computar Sarvices, Hi-Tec Zone,
Horizon Development. Intagrat for Computers and
Communicetions, integrated Trading Centre. Irter-
national Computer and Services, Intemational Elec-
tronics Centre, Kady International Trading Com-
pany. KME CompuTools, Laser Misr, Legend
System Misr, Mant Trading House, Mega Group, Mi-
cro Hard, Microsoft, Misr Computer Company, Mo-

., Multt Media Egymt, NCC Golden Games Cen-
tra, NETLINE, Office Automation, Office Information
Systems (OFIS), Omega Marketing Company, Op-
tmum Media Egypt. Overseas Computers, Pow-
erline, ProComp. Proline Egypt RAM. Sakhr Al
Ahram Computers, SANA Computers and Elec-
ranics, SATEE for Art and Design Computer Cen-
tre. Sciantific Centre for Computers, Research and
Development Internationat (RDI), TAG Computer
Centre, TC Comp, UBC for Trading and En-
gineering, Ultra Trade, United Engingars Computer
Systems (UNI Comp), United for Computer and O
fice Equipment and Universe.

THE 26th of January, 1998, marks the 48th
anniversary of the founding of the Indian Re-
public. It is on this day in 1950 that India
adopted Its Constitution which is the bedrock
of Its democracy and secularism. Qur Con-
stitution embodies the profound vision and the
lofty principles that animzted the great Jeaders
of India’s freedom struggle like Mahatma
Ghandi and Jewaharat Nehru. Thay foresaw
that India’s multi-religious, multi-lingual and
multi-cultural society could be best governed
and the legitimate interasis of all groups best
protected if the people of India enjoyed the
widest po?slble freedoms and the State was
not associated with any religion. After long
years of repressive foreign rule, the leaders of
india wanted to guarantee to their people all
fundamental rights and freedoms protected by
an independent judiciary and the rule of law.

The spirit and pluralism, consensus and at-
tachment lo freadom that permeates the in-
dian Constitution also defines India's policies,
both domestic and foreign. Extemnally, India
has steadfastly worked for internatonal pesgce
and understanding, for co-sxistence, avoid-
ance _oi confiict, racial equality, freedom from
colonial ruie and disarmament. India's long-
standing and generous support for Arab caus-
es, especially the Palestinian cause, has been
an integral part of its wider political phi-
losephy.

India's relations with Egypt have always
been marked by deep friendship and under-
standing. In the 19505 and 60s, India and
Egypt were in the forefront together on all the
greal issues of the day. Together, they found-
ed the Non-Aligned Movement which has
s_lnca grown into tha largest gathering of na-
lions outslde the United Nations Organisation
itseff. Indo-Egyptian relations stand on strong

foundations. In the last
few years there have
been efforts at the
highast political level to
steadily restore the
spirit and substance of
the relationship that ex-
isted between the two
countrfes in the 50s
and 60s.

Kanwal Sibal

Two Indian prime
ministers have visited Ambassa
Egypt in the Ilast Indiato:;;':tf

couple of years. Sever-
al key agreemants
have been signed to provide a stronger In-
stitutional framework to our bilateral relations.
Forelgn Minister Moussa visited India fast

year for the meeting of the Indo-Egyptian.

Joint Commisslon, convened after a gap of 8
years. Trade Minister Guweili has visited In-
dia earier this month as part of efforis by
both countries 1o expand trade and com-

mercial Hles, with greater involvement of the .

private sector. Qur mutual trade is growing
and Indian firms have begun to increasingly:
invest in Egypt. which is fast becoming a
credible growing market. The exclusive Indian
exhibition at the Cairo Intemational Confer-
ence Centre from 15-19 April this year will be
another step forward in our eHorts to
stren_gthen our trade fies. :
India enjoys much goodwill emongst the
Egyptians. Apart from political understanding

and cuttural affinities that exist, the Egyptlan -

press has played a positive role in nurturing
friendly sentiments towards india. | sincerely
thank the contribution made by Al-Ahram to

t
v
>

the promotion of Indo-Egyptian fies of friend-, ._ . ._ .

ship and cooperation.
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In 1904, shortly befomh:sdeath'lbeudnrl-luzlwmedoftwo

dangers to Ismael: “men of reljo; par el
established the staie of Lirael, e rote, beus s waosd 22

::T'Pl to control it, thusleading:ntheeollapseofirsgecul_:rbf- _

I%hecmﬂdsmNetanyahu,Hazlwoﬂdbesmnmng" ing In his
g_:mve-Undﬂrpmssureﬁnmamcistminmity.thetwomai:lnPlF

ties are incapable of forming a povernment which represents -

lhemajoﬁty.Acoalition.desmibed Shirnon Per ¥
A Peres as a
mecntofdlmdence_iqwhichﬁ:ed;xnionoﬁhemistnﬁﬁ:
|rl¥lm§1uqls_thecolﬁuahstmajoﬁly,hasbeenlheincvhablem-
S_I_tl-leﬂitls;ﬁcnnhmy-indnmialcomplexthatai:maﬂymiﬁ-
combined power of the Arab siates far sxceeds that of Is-

raei.exqept_mﬂ]emﬂltaryﬁeld.YetIsradhasimposedism
tegic objectives on the Arab states. Israet has thus been capable
of emphasising the economic benefits of peace, while side-
steppmgtt{egohﬁcalgneansofachievhgi:. .

lausewitz’s assertion that war is the pursuit of politics by
other means has been rendered obsoletz by the muclear de-
terrent, which allows only complete, rmutual annihilation. On
the regional level, bowever, it is still possibie to resort o force
1 mposing realities in complete contradiction with the in-

composition of the 2 It Jews from Russia and
EastnmEu_ropetomhabnthe]and,andsubddiswﬂ:ﬂnwﬁth
funds provided by the US. '

In order to implement this transformation, Lsrael draws worid
aReption o other, minor, hostilities. The turnel under Al-Agsz
Is a good example of this policy. The Arabs focused on it ex-
%lausswely.pmqselyb:s;yAﬁﬂsmmtgﬂumﬁnﬁnismfuin-

tructure, was changing geographic and dem-
ographic maps. Bulldozers are the ultimate policy-makers:
w{hentheum:oomesfornegoﬁnﬁons.ﬂmewiﬂbenothingto
discuss. The Doba summit also sidetracked the Arabs, who
should have focused on the peace negotiations, and the imple-
meniation of previous agreements. :

'IheArahgenjoycenahg:ographiuﬂandmgicad-
vantages which would aflow them to absorb a first suike before
launching a counter-offensive. They also have facilities from
which to launch strategic surprise attacks. - '

Fighting capability, however, is pot deterntined solely by
weapons; the army and its leadership also constimite crucial
factors. Technology does not guarantee superiority. It is the
ability to vse it correctly that is the decisive criterion.

If a balance of power prevails, the parties to a conflict are un-
able to resort to force. if they are to do so, Gghting
will be restricted o a minimam, aud the parties will be far
more inclined to settle their differences at the negotiating table.
Bul in the current situation, Ysrael is able to act as it pleases,
while impeding the actions of its enemnies. 1t can impose unjust,
incomplete setiements, which refect is t power.
not a balance of interests. Settiements of this sort are short-
lived, because they are tolerated only by those who agreed to
them. They disconnt the needs of firhare generations, and faif ro
engender any sense of security or safety.

One must not take the recent US-Tiwkish-Tsraeli -
manoeavres in the eastern Mediterranean at face
value, whether in terms of the reasons cited for
conducting them or ss a jal military axis
against Syria. Their i ions are far more
profonnd. A closer reading reveals a:cracial shift -
in US strategy. dnd policy toward, the  Middle
East, and the ‘Arab-Isiaeli coaflict in’ particular:
o wit, a return to the policy of “conmainment”™, -
The US first implemented a containtnen: policy
against the Soviet Union in 1948, shonly after
the end of World War I when 3t detérmined that
it could no longer cooperate with its former afly.
The “dual containment™ version of this policy
was applied against Iran and Fraq in May 1993.
Today, this declared, specifically targeted policy -
of coatainment has become an undeclared, com-
prebensive policy. which I have termed “total
George Kennan was the architect of the US |
policy of conmainment as applied to the Soviet
Union. A foreign service officer with extensive
experience in the Soviet Union, Kennaa |
the intellectual foundations for the policy. ihen
called the Tol}m Docnéu:._ay early 1947, the
ssibility ‘postwar Soviet-American coop-
Bomﬁon had illusory, as Russian control
was established over eastern Europe and Com- -
munist expansion posed dhreats to Greece and
Turkey. Responding to an appeal from the Greek
government for economic aid. Truoan wged
Congress to allocaie $400 million in assistance t0
Greece and Turkey, It was clear from his con- .
pressional address, however, that the issue was
far greater. In words that were to form tie basis
of American foreign and defence policy over the
next two decadés, the president declared, “... it
must be the policy of the United States to support -
free peoples who are resisting atrempted sub-
jugation by armed minorities of by ouitside pres-
sures.” :
Writing onder the pseadonym “"Mr X", Kennan.
compared Soviet policy 1 “a f_im_dsuaau;\whch
moves constantly, -wherever it “is permitted to
move. toward a given goal.” To counter this re-

tless expansionist pressure, he argued, “US .
1‘mlic:y toward the Soviet Union must be that of'a *

i and vigilant contain~ mass destruction in the region; promoting the vi-

ong-term, patient but firm w#m o Bnofa r ofm:‘:‘ﬁar&g‘ %
lnEgypt.wesawthispolicyi_nop_eraﬁon.pm'- “for-all the peoples - e East. Of course,
ticularly after the 19352 Revolution, in the offers  “promoting Arab-Israeli
isn Jeadership, and the pressure - stood as applying the Israel-US concept of peace,
Similedy. it is understood that Isragl is to be ex-
with regard to any cooperative arrange-
id:I?Nasscrmjecwdtheseovmres.mﬁuingm.; ments to prevent the spread ufwmaoxfdmtgg

T refused to enter other al-  destruction,
line, as he fater ot ity of the Zionist state 15 to be a the

ment of Russian expansionist tendencies

made to the ol O
erted B 7t by John Foster Dulles, US sec-- -
:: of;::eunderP:sidentEisenhower.Prw . empted
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ipromise for

- wecan fiope for a stability based on compromise

Due 1o its overwhelming monopoly of military capabilities,
Israel is also able to insist on its security needs a1 the expense
of others. Israel, in other words, cares nejther for the past nor
for the future. Israel_ however, uses the deterrence principie as
a pretext for the use of force.

The current sitvation is truly unusual. The Arabs enjoy nu-
merical superiority. but they have no vitality: 10 use a some-
what overblown . they are like a dragon without
claws or fangs. They have the means to deter aggression. but
they lack the will [0 use them.

The means of deterrence are not as important as the resull. A
suicide bomber is as powerful a deterrent as an air raid. De-
termination makes wp for inferioity in actual deferrence ca-
pabilities. In fact, the inferior party oftea more credible
— a crucial factor in the deterrence equadon. A bomb repre-
sents a more immediate deterrent than a nuclear weapon,

Chemical and biclogical weapous and convenrional arsenals
are capable of deterring edch other, but stones. Molotov cock-
tails and snicide bombers are paradoxically far more powerful
deterrents tham cither of these. This is partly because the de-
terrent used must be appropriate in order 10 be effective. A sm-
dents” strike is not dealt with through bombs. Similarly. stone-
throwing children are not deterred by tanks.

The second Arab summit. held in Alexandriz in 1964,
marked the begimning of concerted Amab action against Israel
In addition to other task forces, a group was assigned the re-
sponsibility of sudying Israel’s efforts to divert the Jordan Riv-
er from its course. An Arab task group for the construction of
the necessary embankments was also established. Sub-
sequently, Israel anpounced it was putting an end to the pro-

" ject. Since then, the Arobs bave been able to achieve con-

sepsus, but have never been capable of implementing their
decisions.

" After the 1973 War, Israel chose to interpret any agreements
with the Arabs on its own terms. It relied on the fact that the
Arabs in grneml, and Arafat’s regime in particular, usually
complain for 2 while. then retirn 10 the pegotiating table. Its
strategy may be summed up as follows.

Isracl usuaily establishes a distinction between political
agreements and secority measores, which must be in Is-
racl's favour at the time of implementation. When it has
shown flexibility in a political agreement, Israel reverses
any concessions it may have made within whar it calls “safe
borders™, a policy which often entails the violation of other
countries’ sovereignty.

Israel carries ont changes m topography and demography in

or jail?
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" Converitional and nuclear capabliities mean ittie when ;i
- it comes to peace, writes Amin Hewedy. At best, : gy

prdu' 10 guarantee its “security”, even at the price of the secur-
ity of other couniries. Tt will agree to a dialogue on zeography
only after it has established a status quo. I can also create
problems in order 10 enforce a new rezlity and change the na-
ture of Lhe crisis. The Al-Aqsa wnnel and Jebel Abu Ghneim
provide a good example of such measures.

Israel does not consider agreements and time-tables binding.
Only secority measures determine policy implementation.

The West Bank comes first as far as [sraeli security is con-
cemned. It shares borders with Syria. Jordan and Lebanon. On the
far east is Iraq. 2 constant reminder that Ismel was targeted by
Saddam Hussein's Scud missites. Thera are 10,000 Ismelis in
setlements east of the Green Line. If an agreement is to be con-
cluded. it will be necessary 1o draw up complex plons for the de-
ployment of forces. Moreover, there are Jewish boly siles and
water resoarces it the West Bank, which also conmols all roads
Feading to Palestine on the Iragi side. as well as the three bridges
on the Jordan River. For these reasons, Israel may make conces-
sions over Gaza, but the West Bank is a more difficult area,

Given the Arabs’ numerical superiority. Israel depends on
qualitative dominance: s conveniional-plus arsenal. nuclear
missiles, insistence on engaging only one of the Arab forces at a
time, the superiority of its leadership. the continuous raining of
its forces, the exclusion of the defence army from domeastic se-
curity operations. and Israel's dependence on US or UN support.

Israel’s main swrength, however. lies in iis ability 10 impose
“deterrence by conjecture™: intimidating its enemies into sur-
mising that it owns 2 vas: arsenal and can wipe them out with a
single blow. Since its possession of this arsenal is not actually
confirmed. however. il is not subject o arms inspections or
other imerventions on the part of the international communiry.
This leaves us with several possibilities:

Israel actaally possesses several nuclear warheads as well as
the means to lauach them immediately; it is keeping these war-
heads in stock. ready to be assembled and launched in a short
time: it possesses the know-how. but has not actually man-
ufactured the warheads.

Whatever the case may be, the possibility that Israel is a full-
fledged nuclear power must be taken into account; more im-
portanily, however. this possibility arouses sufficient fear in its
encmies 1¢ keep them quiet.

Israe] will not wlerate the same policy on the part of the Ar-
abs: furthermore, it disregards the laws regulating warfare if
these laws preven: it from attaining its objectives.

From the above it is clear that only a “balance of deterrence™
can achieve a just and lasting peace in the region. This will

i
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us region

pedce” is to be under-

y nuclear weapons,

traditonal US objectives in the region. notably
ensaring the security of US allies, and lsrael in
paricalar, and safeguarding the flow of Gulf oil.
Since the policy of duwal containment relied on
the cooperation of countries in the nzgion. how-
ever, many of which had Hmited mnnneuvmbmgy
in their capacity to support this policy, and in
light of several new developments that had not
been taken into account. the strategy as it was put
into effect by the US failed 1o meel its objectives.
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deterrence

only be achieved through the power o impose panitive ection,
and the delermination 10 vse that power. The ability 1o deliver
the second blow prevents the enemy from striking.

Several conerele possibilities musy be wken into considera-
tion at this juncture. If an alliance is gstablished between Is-
rael. Jordan and Palestine, it may serve as a wedge driven
through the Arab world. or a barnier 1o isalate Syria from the
north. On the other hand. it could form a nucleus which will
¢ncourage other states 10 establish cooperation accords. Final-
ly. it could allow Israel to wirn iis energies 1o the rest of the
region.

The problem of Jerusalem can be resolved, either through the
extensicn of its borders or through joint religious councils: but
the issue of sovercignry must not be broached. This phase of
the negotiations may extend into the early years of the next
cenury, at which poimt Israel will withdraw within, not from.
the Golan Heights. Joint patrols will be formed in ebel Al-
Sheikh, and an effort made to secure the sources of the Jordan
River. Concurrenily, the main Syrian forces will withdraw to
the west of Damascus, and the army will be downsized. The Is-
raeli forces will withdraw from southerm Lebanon, while se-
curing it from within Israel. This. at least. is Israel’s conceptual
map at present.

At issue now is the role of the Israeli forces in the imple-
mentation of this map on the ground. Will their task be limit-
ed to acts of deterrence? Will Israel engage in a small battle
in sosthern Lebanon? Or will it launch a full-scale war
against Syria? If the Arabs remain in their cocoon. deterrence
alone will suffice to set the bulldozers in motion once more.
If the Palestinfans content themselves with suicide bombers.
stones and the boycoit, the PNA will have to choose between
camplere surrender to Isracli terms and suicide through a new
Intifada. If Syria takes an active stance, the result will be a di-
rect conflict. which, so far. all the parties have atempted to
avert.

Regional stability will not be realised through nuclear or con-
ventional force. It can, however. be achieved as a “compromise
stability™, which will fail to satisfy any of the parties fully. It
rnust be based on a balance of interests, not merely a balance of
power. If this is to be achieved, the will to employ force and
the causes of instability must be eliminaled, not merely con-
rained.

The 1947 partition plan is now once again on the table, We
need 10 dwell on this plan, endeavour o understand it better
and introduce reasonable modifications capable of satisfying
most of the parties” demands. Violence and resentment have
brought us back to square one. To revert 10 the tuth, even a
partial truith. is better than ignoring it aliogether.

The writer is a former minisier of defence and chief af General
Inielligence,

Apolagy: The Weekly regrets thay, due to a technical errvor in
the printing provess. paris of this anicle as it appeared in last
week’s issue were blurred and illcgible. We are therefore re-
printing it here.

Turkish-Israeli military manoeuvres signal a step forward in the move from dual
fo total containment. Ahmed Abdel-Halim reviews US policy in the region

with Israel, it has conducted military operations
inside Iraqi territory and has taken increasingly
antagonistic stances toward Syria and Iraq over
the issue of water, and against the Arabs as a
whole over the Arab-Israeli conflict. In the opin-

Z ion of Turkish policy-makers, such positions will

enhance Turkey's status among the countries of
Wesiern Eurepe and enhbance its chances of ad-
mittance as a member of the EU.

The Turkish-Israeli alliance and the sobsequemt -

naval manoeuvres are part of the process of re-
drawing the map of the region according to the
changes in the balance of power that the US
hopes to effect. The US envisions a Middle Easi
divided into separate. relatively autonomous re-
gions. facilitating Isracli control and begemony
over the area as a whole. This fragmentation will
in effect safeguard Israel’s position when it
emerges from the final phase of Middle East ne-
gotiations, which will determine power con-
figurations in the region for many years to come.
Fragmentation, factionalism and the lack of a
minimum level of political. economic and stra-
tegic consensus in the Arab world have forther
encouraged the development of this situation. In
addition, the Arabs are hampered by the current
strategic imbalance and the heavy social and po-
litical expenditures needed 1o redress this imbal-
ance and rebuild Arab strength on new bases. Yet
it appears that the US does not want 1o leave any-
thing to chance. The shift from dual to total con-
tainment, therefore, is America’s way of isolating
the Arab world from any power that could ob-
struct US and Israeli designs in the Middle East,
The area in which “1otal containment™ is being
applied is the new Middle East as defined by
Kennan's strategy of “dual conmainment™ The
eastern seclor comprises the six GCC countrigs,
Iran and Iraq: the wesiern sector comprises six
other countries which make up the arena of the
Arab-Israelj conflict: Syria, Lebanon, fordan, Is-
rael, Turkey and Egypl. These 14 countries to-
gether make up the core of Ametica’s conception
of the new Middle East. The area is contained to
the north by the Turkish-Israeli alliance, 1o the
east by the policy of dual containment and the ec-
onomic and security biockade on lrag. to the

arsenal, the Egypuians expressed their belief that west by the economic and political blockade on
it would always remain a threat 10 Egypt. This Libya, and 10 the south by the siruation in Sudan
problem can only be solved in two ways: either along with the plans, promoted by the US, to par-
Israel accepts President Hosni Mubarak's in- !

itiative to make the Middle East ap area free of emed by defence and security arrangements be-
weapons of mass destruction. or Israel will have tween the US and some Gulf countries, in
to accept the reality of an arms race aimed at addition to the acrual presence of US forces in
achieving a balance of military power along the th :
lines of the nuclear parity that was obmined be- dian Ocean, the Red Sea and the Mediterranean.

tween the Soviet Union and the US on the Eu-

tition the country. The encirclement is strength-

the Arabian peninsula, the Gulf of Oman, the In-

The US, in short, is in the process of sor-

jances i
lgem'le Crescent Alliance, the Baghdad Pact_ and
CENTOQ. . he E
Egypt's stance was suppomd by inter-
national cﬁmamfprevmbnighﬁ the mu;e :ls; ﬂt{:t; lg;_
balanc er bitesd
i e ?:?mplemant their policies. On

ﬂleos:llherhand.ﬂnsvm'ydynamlcchmate.wh;ch g

enabled Egypt to avoid falling in with America’s

policy of “encirclement and containment,” had a -

found impact on the affairs of regional eo-

pro ; G art ivided -Jeraeli peace :
tites. The Middle East in paricular was Seb! - ne’ NS b 176 Mo contain Ghe hreats from

into countries that were variably drawn into the

et or the US sphere of influence, The wg-of-
vsvea‘rnplnyedoutin the region persisted until the

apso s
i of the allied forces in the Gulf
S 1o the fore g'slthe %

in the “pew world order.” It was at i
;:::r lhl:llII.I:IeUS inidated !asn‘-ew ‘dual -contain-
" policy i Middie "
m%lc most clgthe vheﬁ:af oaierent mﬁ:
icy in th & East pnder

meat of U8 P oacion can be found in &
by Martin Indyk, dehvemd in May 1993.. ba-
sic elements of tis mmhq Iﬂn;.-glr!

follows: promouns i = and
.0 and dual containment of Irag :
o e eas; curbing the spread of weapous of

intended o serve urpose: -the - the prosperi
X o . bheart of any vision of prosperity for the region as
.- a whole. ’

- The US accords the first element of this policy

“the highest priority. According to Indyk, its im-

bced vpas
. pend[ing] on onc o counter the other” wonld
also facili

rests on the concept of interdependence

-between the eastern and weslern balves of the re-

by Irag
and Iran iz the cast will enhance the ability of the
US “1o promote peace between Tsrael and its

ion, gince containing the threats

Arab neighbours in the west™, promoting Arab- .

in the west, in mrm, will enhance

L

Tran and Jraq in the east™ The success of these
mmually supportive policies, in the US’s vision,
will facilitate the achievement of the second and

. third objectives of US Middle East policy as ont-

lined by Inidyk.
As

ek, Tsvacl, Saudi Avabin, the GCO and

— to preserve a [favoorable] balance of
in the region. The policy of “counterfing]
m: Iraqi and Iranian regimes™ without “de-

tate the ackievement of several otber

Before proceeding 1o examine the new trends in

US foreign policy toward the Middle East and

the shift from a “dual containment™ to “total con-

tainment”, however, it will be useful 10 quickly

;:iote the origins of the Turkish-Isracli defence al-
ance.

Originally, the US and Isracl proposed 1o Egypt
that it enter & new strategic defence alliance in
the Middle East. Egypt raised three guestions:
Who would the members be? Whar would be the
aims of the alliance? And against whom was the
alliance to be formed? In answer 1o the first ques-
tion, it was suggested that the alliance would pos-
sibly consist of a core of three countries: Egypt,
Isracl and Jardan K would bave several ob-
jectives, the most important of which would be 10
overcome Egypt's objections 1o Israel’s sole pos-
session of nuclear arms in the region since
as 2 member of such a pact, would benefit from
the defence umbrella the fsraeli arsenal would

ide. As for the responge ro the third guestion,
it was indicated that the ailiance was to be
against Iran. .

The response of the Egyptian leadership was a
categorical no, Why would Egypt want to enier a
new defence alliance in the region, Egyptian de-
cision-makers asked, and, even if Egypt did want
10 emter such an sliiance, why wonld it want to
cooperate with Israel? As for the Israeli noclear

ropean froni, and that exists in Asia, where there rounding the region with o greal wall, We must

are three nuclear powers: China, India and Paki-
stan. The Egyptians also refuted the notion that
Iran was an enemy of E There might be
some problems berween Egypt and Iran ar
present, they said, but the two countries share a
common history and there is still a good possibil-
ity that they will overcome their present dif-
ficuldes,

The declaration of a Turkish-Israeli defence al-
liance on 23 February 1996 was a direct responss
to Egypt’s refusal of the US-Isracli overture. The
new alliance, in its regional context, is a man-
ifestation of the increasing desire of both parties
to strengthen their presence in the region. Turkey
views the pact as a means of asserting itself as a
regional power, while for Israel it is another ve-
hicle which will allow it to impose its hegemony
on the region, For Israel, too, the pact serves as a
means o pressure Syria — militarily surrounded
by land, sea and air — to make concessions in
negotingdons over the Golan Heights.

The prevalent fears among the Turkish political
leadership that Turkey was declining in swategic
impontance to the US, on the other hand, de-
termined Turkey's agreement to enter the secnr-
ity arrangement. This factor explains Turkey’s
new onentation towards the Middle Eam1 where,
in addition to concluding the defence alliance

confront the implementation of this strategy. or
we will wake up to find that our region has been
sealed off from the world and that Israel has 2
free hand to accomplish its political, strategic and
economic designs, which are definitely not in the
interests of the Arabs.

President Mubarak was asked recently o assess
the ramifications of the Isrseli-Turkish ma-
noenvres. He answered that Egypl expressed its
opinion at the outset, when the manoeuvres were
announced. Egypt. he said, objects strongly 10
this step, which is directed primarily against Syr-
fa. Egypt refuses to countenance any alliance
azainst Syria or any other Arab country. The
president is also concerned by the announcement
that the manocuvres will be repeated in the fu-
wre. We mest monitor fure developments
closely, he said; based on our assessment, we
will decide what action we should take. I believe
the president was implying that our assessment
of future developmepts is intrinsically linked
with our vigilance with respect to the imple-
mentation of America’s new strategy in the Mid-
dle East. We must wke appropriate actions to
avoid the complete isolation of our region,

The writer is a sfralcgic €xpent ai the Nationa)
Cenire for Middle East Studies.

™y



e -

The message US Secretary of State Mageleine Albright re-
ceived from President Hosni Mubarak on the final stopggf her
Middle East tour was clear and firm: no to a military strike
agaimsi Iraq and yes to all-out effors to sertle Baghdad's dis-
pute with the United Nations by peaceful means.

Albright had tovred the region to gamer support for military
action 1o cripple Iraq militarily. With the exception of Kuwait,
at:dp:uqsﬁi:ln;hrdan,aﬂﬁ\mbmunuies she visited were averse

a strike. Egypt, already deeply concerned for the
Iraqi people who have been suffering greatly as a result of in-
temational sanctions clamped after Irag’s 1990 invasion of]
neighbouring Kuwait, is rotally opposed to a military strike
that would not only decimate Iraqi mititary power but is bound
to inilict grear harm on the civilian population. Iraqi military
sites are not isclated islands. They rub shonlders with popula-
tion centres.

Another consideration behind the Egyptian stance is the dev-
astating effect a military strike could have on the entire Mid-
dle East. On one hand, it would inflame nationalist Areb sen-
timent against the United States, the main power broker it the
Arab-Tsraeli peace process. This would fuel violence through-
out the area against US and possibly [sraefi targets and pro-
vide terrorists with a new pretext to expand their operations in
their home countries.

Yet another considerarion - which has not been subject of of-
Beial comment but is on everybody's mind — is the double
standlard implicit in US dealing whh this part of the world.
Washington looks the other way then it comes to Israel's huge
nuclear arsenal, reputedly consisting of some 200 warheads.
But it raises hell about Iragi weapons of mass destruction and
does not want any other country in the Middle East, zotably
Libya and Iran, to have such weapons. The fallout from mil-
itary action against [raq is virmally certain to engulf the peace
process, with unpredictable consequences.
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Across the ages greal Egyprian civilisadons
bave borne testimony to the Egyptian people's
determination to meet the most demanding
challenges bead on. Today, we see this megtle
in action again in the resolve of the Egyptian
people and their political leadership to move
out the narrow band of the Nile Vatley into the
broad expanses of the desert.

The move away from the Nile began with
the establishment of new cities, fuily equipped
in terms of utilities, services and employment
opportunities. These cities, now numberi
18, are nestled like pearls in the midst of the
desert, adjacent to newly developed ag-
ricultural or industrial swrroundings.

Followig% this came the decision to develop
hundreds of kilometres of Egypt’s shores, ren-

inhabited coastlines available for tourism and

project, due for completion in 2017 and cost-
ing 575 billion, aims to increase the popala-

the Sinai desert under cultivation with the wa-
ter of the Salam Canal,

national project for the development of Upper
Egypt, a fundamental component of which is

the establishment of new urban centres.

ominous challenge of overpopulation and at-
Valley. It is only natural that this massive

economic feasibility.

Can Europe save the peace?

Mohamed Sid-Ahmed believes the crisis now undermining the Clinton administra-
tion is placing Europe hefore the need to play a more assertive role in the Middle East

There is no doubt that Clinton's sex scandals and
the charges of perjury and subomation of wit-
nesses that he risks facing are bound to adversely
affect his ability to carry omt his sponsorship of
the Middle East peace process effectively. This
raises the question of whether any other inter-
national actor, specificaily, Europe. conld fill the
vacuum., in the context of a world order in which
the United States is assumed to be the leading

power.

It shonid be remembered that just before his
meetings with Netanyaha and Arafat in Washing-
ton last month, ond before the disclosure of the
Monica Lewinsky affair, Clinton received mes-
sages from British Prime Minister Tony Biair,
French President Jacques Chirac and German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl The European leaders
urged him to spare no effort in bridging the gap be-
tween the protagonists, on the grounds that moving
forward with the peace process was not an issue of
imerest w the US alone, but also to its European al-
Lies. Indeed, it is hard to imagine the Europeans al-
lowing such a dangerous vacuum to remain un-
filled in the event that Washington fails to achieve
the common objective. Morcover, Europe is wor-
rdied by the US premise that the Iraqi crisis will only
be resolved through the military option. Ecrope be-
lieves that working our 2 peaceful resolution to the
Iraqi crisis is no less important than achieving

in the Arab-Israeli peace process.

It can be argued that Europe is unable to act in
concert because the European Unioa is still in the
making and no one representative can speak in its
pame. Indeed, achieving consensus on any specif-
ic topic remains an arduous for die Eu-
ropeans. But one must not forget that the United
Stares, despite its centralised federal government,
also has great difffculty in reaching consensus on
many issues of public concem, because the Amer-
ican system is based on a game of contending lob-
hies jockeying for power which, by definition,
presupposes divergent opinions.

Should have a role 1o play in finding 2
zzhniontoﬂnmab-[smliconﬂicttﬁitmtgg't

regarded as complementary to that
bur as having a specific character of its own., After
all, it was in Evrope that the Jews were exposed 1o

The Press Thie Week

Ibrahim Nafie
continues his
discussion of the
strategies necessary to
escape the confines of
the Nile Valley

While such debate is healthy, it is impm‘lam!
dering exlensive siretches of previonsly un- to remain objective and to found one’s argu-
ments on sonnd evidence. In this respect, ex-
residential, commercial and industrial pur- haustive scientific studies have demonstrated
poses. that the project is indeed feasible and that
Ther, in 1994, the massive Sinai develop- there are extensive areas of potentizlly fertile
ment project began to be implemented. This land.
| is also quite off the mark to suggest that the
the New Valley project was posed as an al-
tion of Sinai to 3.2 million. In addition 1o pro- ternative to the Sinai development project.
viding for the integrated development of Quite to the contrary, in light of considerations
industry, tourism, mining, and urbanjsation, of strategic depth inside Egypt’s eastern and
plans also include bringing vast expanses of southern borders, these projects should be p
seen as coextensive and the fact that they are  life
being implemented simultaneously should be i
Yet more ambitious and far-reaching is the considered 2 positive factor. .
More misleading is the tendency to criticise
this sort of project on the basis of short term
the landmark New Valley project. The exten- cost-benefit ratos. Such far-resching schemes
sion of the waters of the Nile via a capal into  should be viewed, not only in terms of the ul-
the Western Desert will enable the irrigation timate tangibie returns for cost over the long-
of thousands of acres of culdvable lapd and term — at which point the costs will appear
negligible — but, more. importantly, in lerms
The concept of creating a new valley par- of their overall econmomic. social, political,
allel to the Nile Valley is the answer to the strategic, and environmental benefits.
Simultanecasly, it is begging the question to
trition of the avajlable resources in the Nile encumber the project with hypothetical prob-
lems. Speculations based on Jobn Garang's
scheme, representing such a crucisl trans- claims that he will erect a series of dams in
formation in our lives, should provoke pas- southern Sudan if he succeeds in gaining con-
sionate reactions and spark scepticism astoits  trol over that area, or on I[srel’s repeated
machinations to incite the countries of the Nile

* West bipol

forms of persecuiion which the ideol-
ogy of Zionism and, eventually, the state of Israe]
as its material embodiment. As effects camnot be
solved without addressing their canses, the con~
flict in the Middie East is organically linked to Eu-~
rope. It is actually a wrilateral, not a bilateral,
game, in which Europe is a component element.
Of course, Europeans could argue thar they have
already azoned for their sins. The Genmmans, in par-
dcular, can claim that have compensated Is-
rael financiaily for the crimes commitied by the
Nazis against the Jews. But it seems that what the
Euoropeans have done so far has not laid Jewish
fears 10 rest. And, as long as they continue to be-

lieve, rightly or wrongly, tihat the Holocaust could

occur again, the Palestinians will go on being per-
secoted and deprived of their legitimate rights.
This will continue to be the case as long as Israe]
is not a normal state, as long as it perceves itself
as a haven for all Jews who s1ill believe that they
risk persecution anywhere else in the world.

So far, the
selectively, on die grounds that to do otherwise
would be damaging for all concerned. Their ret-
icence is understandable but, I believe, wrong. I
proceed from the premise that oor world is still bi-
polar, if not in the previous form of blatant East-
arity, in a more insidicos form berween
North and South. The new bipolarity is blumed by
an emerging globalism. But a North-South divide
cannot po hand in hand with globalism: the latter
presupposes the removal of all material barriers
evpposcs . protection of the prvilged Nt
supposes the protection of the pri
South. In the absence of maierial barriers, spiritial

. 'deolog;(b hich Ju;ﬂthemostap-
propudate i y which to Immanising
the North against threats coming from the South.
A revival of racism is thus an in-built feawre of
the new world order. And, as the most strking ex-

ion of this mechanism, the Arab-Israeli con-
E:ﬂifmmolved,wﬂlmmainammlystfortbe
revival of racism worldwide indefinitely,

The manifestations of this mechanism are more
ceitical in Europe than in the United States, which
is pot averse to immigration as soch. After all.

A war for Monica’s sake?

Al-Watd: “Tf governments choose to remain silent, this
should not be the case with the people of these countries.
in the Arab countries shounld be heard Jond and clear as

jon the US is ing (against
.Odylsaelwnimww

denounce the
mmlsmel's

only mean one of two things: Either Buter is

basin against Egypt, or evea on Ethiopia’s in-
sisience on subjecting the issue of the dis-
tribution of Nile water to review in light of its
plans to coastroct water projects at the sources
of the Nile have no bearing on the project s
tmplementation or long term success. EZvpr's
water securify depends, after all, on making
optimum use of jts share of Nile waters.
along with other subterranean sources of wa-
ter

Why, we must ask, should we kem ourselves
in with rigid thought patterns. History is re-
plete with examples of great visions brought 1o
through perseverance combined with rely oo
fmaginative thinking and thorongh study. The
Colorado River project in the USA and the In-
dira Ghandi Canal in westem India are but two
specific examples of successful large-scale ir-
dgation projects that offer Inspiration and

suidance. .
It is, of course, essential to equip potential
settlers with the skills, tools and ledge to

ensble them to acclimatise to life and work in
a new and unfamifiar environment. One can
conceive of perhaps ten re-acclimatisation
centres equipped for this purpose situated at
strategic junctures along the Toshki project ca-
nal. Simulianecusly, it will be possible to stim-
ulate motivation by broadening the base of
public participarion. One expects diverse types
of urban communities to emerge in the area

-affaiir has snowballed. The noted French phi-
losopher v d
-Law, which ts

have re-opened old files

correspond 10 the informatior presented by the special in-
infopmation from the Security Council or he is deliberaiely
presenting ncormect and distorted mformation to the me-
dia. in both cases he is exceeding his authority. It is worth
noting that Butler's statements come ar a time when prep-

namism

may be geared toward a panicutar activily,
sich as farming, tourism or !
others may im%me a mucmreof comtmn!
industrial and agrarian aetivities. Such die

minisirative autonomy and one can envisiom.

for example, a system of popularly elected

community councils wich will handle Jocal
v affai -

In addiion, a new mentality must be

brought to bear in all fields of actvity. in ag-

riculzure, for cxample. jarge wacts of lund
wuujdbeopentolmge—s&zlemvmﬂand )

farming, while smatler wacts of

echanised

land can be distributed in the form of coop-
eratives to be mﬁ ged b)[:gﬂ;mﬂuwm Hi-

tech valleys would engage
experts inysthe manufactare and asserobly of
:lata ceatres would work together with unt-
ity and academic institations 1o continyal-
ly up-date and sgeamline production. Smail
and mid-scale s
i al ide the many Lirger projects
mrepémubhshed ongsxin the valley. The low start-
ing costs of such enterprises, their competitive
advantage in local and foreign markets, lower
demand for machinery and greater capacity 1o

5. while research and

shou[dals.oha\'e

Iocal raw ma:ennlsmdersmall-_
as major compoaent of the New

Valley project. In this respect, we do well 10
remember that small enterprises  contribute 31
per cent of Taly's total industrial production
and their exports were Jargely respoasible for
the 1996 recovery of the Italian economy.

In Egypt we have already seen a tangible
manifestation of this spirit of flexibility, dy-

and innovation in the houses de-

si by the internationally reputed Egyptian
arcggx?t:ctyﬂassan Fathy. His houses and other
commumity structures, constructed out of lo-
cally available raw materiols and feataring
numerous domes and vaulted chambers w
provide natural cooling and ventilation, could
well serve as a model for the homes and
buildings of the mew communities of the

colonial powers over the hordes now flocking to
Europe’s shores; they are not prepared to aliow
the peoples of their former colonies to undermine
theic i iy € < thi

An example of the mutaal distrust across the
trans-Mediterranean divide is how the Garandy

: “facts’ COD-
ceming the Holocaost. In the eyes of many Eu-
ropeans, questioning the scope and natore of the
Nazi extermination of Jews is perceived as a
brand of anti-Semitism, not of anti-Zionism. In
the eyes of Arabs and Muslims, is hailed
not only becanse of his conversion to Islam, bt
also far courageously standing op to Zionism at a
time the peace process has reached a dead end
thanks to Netanyahu's uncompromising live. The
Garaudy affair indicates that the Arab-Jsraeli con-
flict is undergoing an ideological mnation. from
being a confrontation between pan-Arabism and
Zionism, into becoming a confrontation between
Isiam and Judaism.

Under the bipolar wordd order, sharp

tion at the summit of the world community of na-
tions repressed expressions of conflict that em-
anated from below. With the collapse of that
order. disputes erising from local reasons of con-
flict have prolifernted. In the Middle East, one of
the regions where the mechanism of the bipolar -
world order was replaced by that of a very clear-
cut unipolar order imder US hegemony. the pro-
anleashing local copflicts remained re-
strained. However, with the coment vulnerability
of the Clinton administration, the US is no longer
in a position to impose its onchallenged will on
the region. This is an mvitation to Europe to step
in more assertively. An immediate test will be
how the stand-off with Frag will evolve: will the
US line prevail, or will Burope, in collaboration
with Russia, manage to prevent a US sirike
against Iraq? -

covered by the project Some commanites Western Valley.
Holding office

By Naguib Mahfouz

s S e m———
I remember clear-
ly how I came 10
_ work at Al-
America initially came Hnto being as a nation of | AAram. One exe-
immigrants and has always assumed thst it was a h:m%ed Hassanein
melting pot for alf its citizens, whatever their or- Heikal sear me
igins. The case of Europe is differeat. Its ruling es- 1 that my next
tablishments remember the days when they were novel st yld be

published by Al-Ahram. I had

writing, but this was such a
generous offer that I accepted. The
Children of Gebelawi was written
about three vears later.

‘When I left the Cinema Institute,
and Tharwat Okasha, appointed me
as his adviser, Mr Hejkal himself
calied me and said: “"Your office at
Al-Ahram is ready. 1 was afraid
that Mr Okasha would take of-
fence, so I stayed at the Ministry of
Culnure until my retirement. That
very day, I went 1o Al-Ahram. The
office Mr Heikal had promised me
was occupied, of course, so I sat in
the office next door 1o Tawfik El-
Hakim’s. it was on the famous
sixth floor, where Heikal had garh-
ered the country’s greatest wrilers
cial care of writers, and held them
in very high esteem. When the

man waated to tell us some-
thing, be wounld come to us him-
self. He never summoned us w0 his
office, althongh ministers and high
officials were happy to go to him
when he asked. We saw only kind-
ness and humapity from him.

After Tawfik El-Hakim's death,
many peopie said I should have his
office. I did move into the office,
but his desk stayed empty. I could
oever imagine amyone else sining
there, so I would sit on the sofa I
mayssatouwhenlwemto'visit

Based on an interview by Mo-
hamed .
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an aggression as it would ensure its continuing mulitary
superiotity and wonld destroy any bope of an: Arab *East-
e Front® even afier Saddam is gone. Under the aegis of
the UN, which has become a tool in the hands of the US

peunanen

stopped the US from planning a strike against Iraq in ac-

cordance with the wishes of Zionist groups which seek
y aver the Arah world.”

(Gamal Badawt, 31 January)

Al-Arabi: “The question is not one of Irag’s alleged
possession of weapons of mass destuction. The -
spection teams have been looking everywhere for seven
years and have found nothing. The issue is that Iraq is an
oil-rich country, possibly the second richest in the world
1t is also strawcgically piaced and has great industrial and
agricuttural potential which could be of use to the Arab
world_ It iz also opposed to Zionism and imperialist plots.
‘Wherein lies our duty? We should appeal o the emir of
Kuwait to declare openly that he is against a US strike
against Iraq and demiand that Turkey should not allow its
bases to be msed for such an anack. We should also appeal
0 all Arab and Islamic countries to act in order to prevent
such a strike. And, finally. back home, we should come
out in oux millions to besiege the US Embassy, the FBI of-
fice and the Zionist embassy in Cairo in order to paralyse
their activides.”

{ Hassan Fahmi Mustafa, 2 February)
Al-Akhbar: “Both the French and Russizn foreiga min-
istry spokesmen have affirmed thar the comtent of (chief
UN amms inspector Richard) Bader's stalements does not

arations are under way for a strike agamst aq. His un-

irresponsi
vailing in favour of soch a strike.”
(Nabil mnm)

AlAlam Al-Yom: “Poor old Saddam! And poor,
poor Iraqgi people! The latter is more accurate because it
will be the children of frag who will pay for Clinton's
amorous trysis. In order to keep the eyes of the Amer-
icans off his Clinton is prepared 1 wage war
against Saddam! As for Arafat, be will have w wait out-
side the courtroom until Clinton's fate is decided. As for
Netanyzhu. he is living the best days of his life. He will
continue to build settlements without being pestered by
officials from Washington. And as for the Arabs, they
will continue to make all sorts of statements while ex-
tremists éxplode their bombs on all fronts ™

(Mohamed Hassan ALA[fi. 29 January)

Al-Ahaliz “Once again the negotistions between Ar-
afat, Netanyahu and Climon in Washington have been an
:xmsemﬁlﬁﬁty.?‘hemisabsolmdynothingmindm
that the peace process is alive. It is something that is be-
ing kept going by the US but which the Arabs should re-
cousider if they are serious. Most probably, the Arabs
will continue 10 talk of 1998 as being the decisive year
but pothing is likely to happen. And we should not forget
a stagernent by a Palestinian official who said that the US
role was worthless and that the reality of that will become
apparent in the coming weeks,”

{Abdel-Aal El-Bagouri, 28 Janugry)

Compilad by Galal Nassar
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e Chain reaction
Washington’s - Egypl officially inaugurated ts sccond reseasch reactor on

woeful wiles

Having resorted 10 de-
ception, pressure and bluff-
ing, the US is moving fall
speed abead toward a uni-
laﬂetaldecl_amﬂon of war on
Iraq. Washington claims that

i”‘.;';fwm by the inter-
na community apd the

Gulf states to take miti
action against Iraq, and that
no further Fesofution of the

Council in this re-

well as most European. Un-
ion members, and Russia
and China. have expressed
their qualified or outright op-
positien io a military opera-
gon in re-
taliation for  Saddam
Hussein's refusal to grant
UNSCOM inspectors access
io certain locations said to
bold weapons of mmss de-
struction. Yet US
of State Albright, backed by
the British Prime Minister
(and by Israel, of course), is
aftempting 10  mobilise
worldwide support for a US
attack on Iraq under the pre-
text that the US is protecting
the Middle East agpinst an
imminent Iragi antack Wash-
that Iraq will
use chemical and biclogical
Weapons as yet undiscovered
by UNSCOM inspectors,
who haveh;b::n going over
sovereign i territory with
a fine-toothed comb for sev-
en long years.

The US Defence Sec-

the coming three weeks are
not expected to bring down
the Iraqi regime, topple Sad-
dam Huossejn, guarantee the

permanent elimination - of .

chemical and biological
weapoms (which the US.

claims Is its Aim} or convince -
Saddam w allow UNSCOM |

frez access to all sites. In
fact, Williarn Cohen believes
that the mijlitary artack conld
lead to quite contrary resulrs. .

Further, if the sudden mil-
itary escalation by Washing-

ton is intended to cover up |.

Clinton’s scandals and divert
public atention from his per-
sonal problems, these opera-
tons may fail to achieve
even that The victims of
Clinton’s scandals and his
political opponents alike are
tlearly achieving a measure
:)g'esucwss in updermining
president.

For seven years, the US
has threatened and under-
taken military action against.
Irag. “No-ily zones™ were
designated by the US and
Britzin in #raq, UNSCOM
i ion tesms took nmns

ing all weapons they
fonnd, an econormic boycolt
was and conswraints

as US policy in Trag is con-
cemed. Today. with the co-
aliion dismembered, omly
Israe)l ond Britain remrain
willing — or rather eager —
(0 lend their support to a US
attack on Iraq. Evidently,
Kuwait is forced by its cir-
cumstances to back the us
in realising its objective of
destroying Iraqi weapons of
mass destruction. .
Inis clear that the notoricus
injustice and arbitrary natre
of US policy in Irag. the am-
biguity of its true objectives,
the US’s reluctance to close
the Tragi file and gradually
1ift the sanctions, which have
compounded the plseuﬁ'ﬂ'ins of
the i
shonalgg ofpf'oond and med-
jcine, are further com-
plicating. not solving, the
problem. US policy strange-
ly resembles a chdetr.a. a
fact which has heightened
tensions in the region still
further. While the Arab
countries loathe Saddam’s
methods in dealing with bis
people and his neighbours,
the US has provided the Fraqi
president with sufficient jus-
tification Lo remain 11 pOWET,
and to win the sympaiby and
support his own peop.
well as other Arab peopies
who oppose US military ac-
tion agamnst frag. ,
The danger of US policy
resides in the difficulty of
putting an end to miliary op-
erations once they prove ik
effective in subjugating Sad-
dam. Inr fact, thers IS 3
chance that alr operations
will get out of
ground. If this happens. US
troops will suffer losses. and
the fons %f ﬂ"fie war
will be felr far and Wide In
the Middle East. Then. the
US will have failed 10
achieve any of its objectves.

It does not take Aristotle’s genius to acknowledge that
the United States is in an pgly and unstable mood
lhesedays.grventi‘hevan%usﬂ{ie‘eganons of sexual im-
propriety against the president, the continuing impasse
udl.gn Iraq, the failure of Yasser Arafat’s visi% and Ne-
_tanyahu’s moch-advertised and vocal alljance with the
right-wing Christian movement led by Jerry Falwell
and Pat Robertson, both of whom are fanatical sup-
porters of Ismaeli expansion: When she appeared on
matiomal television 2 few days ago, Hillary Clinton

" was right, I think, to blame a right-wing “conspiracy™
- for the huge media storm and the Paula Jones and

Monica Lewinsky cases; as the draws 10 a
close, it seems to me that the bande between what is

" called left and right in the US gers bloodier and more

:Jhﬂieldiu.g._with results for other parts of the workd
are

“Conspiracy™ is a word I find difficalt to wtter when
politics are concerned, particularly when it is used for
£0 large a nomber of factors, bot in the sense that
“conspiracy™ meaps a series of linked actions and in-
tentons, it is the correct one here.

‘What is at stake within the United States is whether
a distinet liberalising trend. present domestically since
the Franklin 'Roosevelt presidency (ending in 1945),
cag continne or not. This trend instituted the by now
crumbling, or at Jeast sedously threatened, social se-’

-tion, laws t¢ protect workers and unions, and the sys-
. tem of welfare relief that, on the one hand, guaranteed

minimnm wages and employment and, on the other,

- took care of seriously disadvantaged or im

/ ] capacitated
sectors of the population. During the Lyndon Johnson
period, the trend was intensified with the Civil Rights
Bill, the flowering of the women's movement, and the
increase in social services, honsing, affirmarive ac-
tion, etc. designated as an imegral part of the Great
Sociery, as Johnson called it.

With the advent of Ronald Reagan in 1980 — Nixon
and Ford made litile difference i this arena — there
begana slow erosion of the principie of social and ec-
onomic equoality and an attack on the idea of “big gov-
ermnment”, which was a ism for the control of
capitalisra. One of the many flaws of the Jonmy Cart-
er presidency was his emphasis on reducgng govern-
ment spending, hence reducing social and economic
control of the capitalist market. Reagan instituted a
full-scale assault on the notion that the state has a re-
sponsibility towands its citizens. He broke the trade
unjons, he reduced taxes to the advantage of corpora-

" tions and the wealthy, he marde a determined attack on

the idea of welfare, social secority and affirmative ac-
tion (by which minortities were given preferential
treatment in jobs, admissions o universities. and so
on) and, perhaps wost important, be openly allied
himself with the Christian conservatives who dom-
inate the sonth and west (the Sun Belt, as it is called).
In foreign policy, Reagan stood for an escalation of
the Cold War, vast increases in defence spending. and

(:a#'d By Hani Shukrallah

Power vacuum,

The destruction of iraq will
finish Clinton off. Who will
benefit? Edward Said writes

4 February. RR-2 is a 22-megawatt open pool mult-
purpose reactor designed and manufactured by INVAP, an
Argentinean company, under the anspices of the National
Commitiee of Nuclear Energy. As such, the reactor is a
product of successful cooperation between Egypt and Ar-
gentina, both signatories of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty. The inauguration highlighted the imporiance of
South-South cooperation In peaceful applicadons of nu-
clear energy and advanced technology.

The new reactor. which attained criticaliry at 5.1 lam on 27
Noveraber 1997. is 11 rimes more powerful than the existing
two-megawatl reactor, which attained criticality in 1961.

Egvpt’s new reactor may well inaugurate a new dynamism
in stagnating nuclear technology. It can promote the peaceful
application of nuclear energy in medicine, agriculture, en-
vironmental protection and industry, Scientists in universities
and other research centres will visit its facilities, The tech-
uology transfer and Jocalisation undertaken during the design.
construction and fuel fabrication stages has Jed to the forma-
tion of a new generation of scientists and engineers capable of
undertaking advanced nuclear projects. Unless success is sus-
tained in other projects, however, stagnation will recur.

Demonsiradion projects in nuclear de-
salination should be undertaken immedi-
ately, with an emphasis on small and me-
dium reactor systems. Consideration
should also be given 10 dual use reaciors
for desalination and electricity genera-
tion. Supplying potable water and elec-
fricity economically to remote areas will
alleviate warer shortages and foster ec-
onomic development.

This week’s Soapbox speaker is the for-
mer presideny of the Egyptian Atomic En-
ergy Authoriry.

war m

. an unremiting attack on imernationalism, cooperation

with the Umsled Nations, regional neighbourliness,
Bush continued this direction, whose apex in foreign
policy was reached during the Gulf War of 1991,
when American power was successfully projected
across the whole world. Now the United States acts as
the winner of the Cold War and, as Madeleine Alb-
right never tires of informing us, the world’s leader,
whatever that may happen to mean.

As I bave said before, religion in the United States
plays a much greater role than most foreigners are
aware, making what has been called Islamic funda-
mentalism seem like a relatively mild affair. At least
200 million Americans are affiliated to one or another
religions sect. the most numerous being ulira-
conservative, anti-foreign, anti-abortion, anti-women,
anti-labour, anti-welfare and anti-tax in their vague
general beliefs. Their allies in the bnsiness and policy
worlds are referred to as neo-comservatives, and in-
clude a fair nomber of former liberals who have
turned from one god to another. American politics are
deeply contradictory, of course, but and-
intellectualism — which was described forty years
2go in a memorable book by the grear historian Rich-
ard Hofstader — is the common strain. This includes
a deep suspicion of anything that isp’t simple, funda-
mental, tradiional, down-to-carth and “American” in
the ideological sense, and can be exploited easily by
demagosues and cynical pofiticians of the right. The
key word is “freedom”, which includes the freedom 1o
own and use firearms, the freedom to trade and use
the marketplace without restraint. even if it means se-
rions injury to health and decency, the freedom, 2bove
afl, to make America’s will mle all over the earth.

Bill Clinton, clever fpcllil‘.iu.':im.l that be is, has made
use of these aspects of American political life, which
always includes a good deal of hypocrisy and outright
lying. The US, for example, openly proclaims the vir-
tues of “free™ trade and pushes the idea on poorer and
wezaker countries all over the world: sbolish trade
quotas, they are told, allow free enterprise 1o flourish,
remove price support mechanisms for the poor. Yet in
reality the US is vicionsly protectionist ai home, and
has been fighting trade wars with Japan and China
precisely on those grounds, exactly the opposite of
what it says should obtain for the world. The US says
it opposes weapons proliferation, but sells more arms
than any other country, has signed only the chemical
weapons pact (and re to sign nuclear, biological

and landmine non-proliferation treaties). and pretends
to support the United Nations but has neither paid its
share of dues nor abided by resolutions and conven-
tions it has promised to uphold. The rationale behind
all this is religion, that is, the unquestioned assump-
tion of American exceptionalism, thar this is a country
uniquely biessed with a mission by God, and the rest
of the world be damned. In a recent poll, 85 per cent
:E‘ the American population claimed that God loved
em.

And vet, despite his scheduled. staged appearances
in church carrying a bible, Clinton appears to many
people on the right o be an frreligious scoundrel
whose occasional attempts to uphold affirmative ac-
tion. guarantee a minimum wage, remain pro-choice
{i.e. pro-abortion) and generally refuse to cut taxes are
cited as indications that he belongs to the far lefi. The
charge is parficularly ugly when levelled at his wife,
whose remarkable imelligence, political rothlesspess
and tough personality generate ejther grear admiration
or condemnation. There 1s no doubt, however, that the
investigations of the Clintons® slightly shady past fi-
nancial dealings — surely no worse than those of Re-
publican politicians like Senator D*Amato of New
York or Jesse Helms of North Carolina — are part of
a bigger plan to rid the country of anything liberal that
remains from the Roosevell and Johrson eras. And
because the American media in the first and last place
respond to comunercial pressures, practically anything
<an now be said about Clinton: accusations of murder.,
drug-running. larceny, and of conrse fornication. The
burning light of religious zeal that ore can see in the
eyes of powerful men like Falwell and Robertson is
temifying: one kmows that these men and their easily
manipnlated followers can be driven o acts of the
rashest indiscretion and even violence.

Netanyahu's conscious eny into this local banle
was an exwemely provocative and cynically daring
move, and also z threat against Clinton's domestic
power. Because he has been so terribly weakened by
the Panla Jones and Monica Lewinsky scandals —
netiher of them with any reaf basis in legality, but pur-
sued by the passionately right-wing. anti-Clinton “in-
dependent™ counsel Kenneth Starr — Chinton will do
nothing at all in the Palestinian-Israeli peace process,
except appear to be involved. Yasser Arafat’s hope
that he could get something from his Washington wip
was ill-considered and based on a pathetically in-
sufficient knowledge of US politics. Tempera-

- Nations, the Arab states, and the

Sex and Saddam

achine

mentally and ideologically pro-Israel anyway, Clinton
is not about to risk a full-scale banie with both the
Christian and Jewish right-wing over 2 mere matter of
Palestinian rights or even of simpl human justice.
But the real danger is that he will be advised by his
counsellors, pollsters, and confidants o go to war
against Iraq. A recent issue of The New Yerk Times
carried two editorial articles, one by former editor A
M Rosenthal, a rabid Likud Zionist, and the other by
two prominent young figures of the Repoblican right
wing. William Kristol and Robert Kagan. Both ar-
ticles wge Clinton not just to bomb Iraq, bmt to re-
move Saddam, in effect to destroy Iraq totally by us-
ing the four heavy armoured divisions and two
aithorne divisions now in place in the Guif 1o occupy
the country after first having bombed it unmercifully.

There is no doubt that there now exists a massive
convergence of ultra-conservative interests in the
country to oppose what Clinton stands for, and reck-
lessly to push him into the kind of war from which
he will not easily be extricated. I do not doubt that
Clinton himself may be thinking of a war as a way of
diverting attention away from his domestic problems.
But this crisis with iraq bas now lasted for four
months without military action, and I think we must
coinclude that reluctance on the part of the United

Eumpe.ms. plus the
problem of what to- do after an airstrike. have de-
terred Clinton from unilateral action. There is also
the problem — real or imagined — of what Saddam
Hussein might do if indeed he possesses the weapons
that Richard Butler claims he has been hiding. The
risk of widening complications and uncontainable
damage, both human and environmental. have so far
held back Clintor’s decisions, but ¥ do think thal
there is mounting malicious and mischievous pres-
sure on him from right-wing Christians and their
right-wing Zionist allics to push him into a disastrous
war, pot only with the aim of finishing off Irag but
also finishing him off. It is noteworihy how, in the
chorus of wardrums, the most prominent are those of
people very close 1o Israel, for whom Israel’s inter-
ests may be more important than those of the US. [
therefore conclude that for the time being, so long as
Clinton holds out, there will be no war, but that there
is inexorable pressure on him personally to make war
the only option.

The most unformmare thing is thar there is no unified
Arab position to stand against the US: nor is there a
mobilised constituency against a new Gulf War within
the United States. The vacuum of pawer thus plays
into the hands of people who are willing 10 risk enor-
mous Josses in order to safeguard the holy right-
eousness of their cause, and it is this constituency that
Israel has decided so recklessly to exploit. For surely,
lurking beneath the chorus of attacks on Iraq, there is
the implicit message that the destruction of that coun-
try, and of Climon. might be very good for Ne-
tanyahu’s Esrael.

After all the bue and cry, it took an as-
serive “I did oot have sexual relations
with that woman™ from Bill Clinton,
an impassioned TV showing by Hil-
lary Clinton and & “toogh™ State of the
Union address. in t:hich th:d taﬂg agf
war were approprately wagged at -
dam Hnssléin. for the philandering
American president’s “approval rat-
ings™ to.“hit a new high™ of 69 per
cent, according to a CNN/USA Today/
‘Gallup Poll -conducted after the
B ;

Clinton is well m the saddle. Ac-
cording to sources in Cairo, a military
strike against Iraq has already been de-
cided and, unless Saddam Hussein
buckles totally — thus making it very
difficult to justify the strike — we are
currently ~ witmessing the  pre-
determined dead-end diplomatic moves
that provide the smoke screen while
the machinery of war is being oiled.

Americans, no Iess than Isratlis, are

at thiz kind of manoccuvenng

the stories of the “indigenous peoples™
of boih countries clearly reveal. The
tactic is 1o block every avemue for
compromise, making it pext to tm-

chosen enemies to submit; continually

changing agendas, palling new 155uEs,

cumbed in one major area, that area
has been marginalised, and another
“major” issue; tops the agenda. .

As Noam Chomsky has shown over

— both states were built npon it, 88

possible for the most docile of your .

like rabbits, out of a variety of hats, so
thar by-the fime the “enemy”™ has suc-

a general public who believe that their
comury has a God-given right to rule
over others as it pleases are two essential
conditions for that country’s political
leadership 10 get away with this kind of
policy. These, at any rate, are not things
that either Clinton or Netanyahn need
worry about so long as the enemy is in-
capable of hitting back in any effective
way.

In the recepntly released film Wag the
Dog, a US president commissions a Hol-
lywood to stage a fictional war
against Albania to distract the American
public from his own sexumal scandal.
Ironic references to life imitating art not-
withstanding, I do not believe that the
impending Immq strike is modvazed, at
least in any substantial way, by Clinton™s
need to distract ottention from Ms Le-

insky. The abovementioned poll re-
sults show that Clinton, at least for the
moment, is not that

Distraction on & scale is, how-

‘ever, very much at issue, ironically, both

in the Lewinsky and Iragi affairs. What
1 find most interesting about this latest

-Clinion sex scandal is not whether or not

it involved a couspiracy by the Christian
and, in most Arab interpretations, Jewish
right wing. Ms Lewinsky may well have
bezn a right-wing mole, especially plani-

.ed to entrap the president by capitalising

on his well-known “weaknesses®. The
fact remains, precisely, that these weak-
peases were widely kmown. Spectacle,

- rather than substance of any worth, was

what I saw in the sondid revelatons
about a sordid and, especially, heartless
and dehumanised kind of sexuality.

In one of the best commentaries ['ve
read on the Clinton sex crisis. the Guar-
dian’s Peter Preston. under the title
“Watergate replaved as Whitchall farce™
wondered what the fuss was all about.
Writing at the time when banner head-
lines all over the world were talking of
Clinton’s virmally impending impeach-
ment, Preston injected a sober, if om-
inous, note. “What precisely is shocking
here?... Everybody knows about the
President of the United States. He told
them: Joe Klein [author of the mid-"90s
blockbuster novel, Primary Colours. fic-
tionalising Clinton’s sexual dalliances,
recently made into a feature film] told
them; a forest of sopermarket tabloids
and random ladies told them. So no sur-
prise at all.” wrote Freston.

Knowing about their president, the
American public, guided by their media,
pevertheless, reveled in the new sordid
details. Logically, there could be noth-
ing amhentic in the feigned semse of
shock, as Preston so aptly pointed ouL
Even the whole issue of lying under
oath, which seemed about 1o cost Clin-
ton his job, is clearly sheer hypocrisy.
since the same people who gave Clinton
his record “approval” rating are <on-
vinced he's been lying about the nature
of his “relations™ with Lewinsky. So it
was all a put-on, all an act, in which the
tulers, the ruled and the media joined,
and whick the posi-Stare of the Unjon
swing in the poll seems to doubly under-
lin

e .

The real significance of the Lewinsky
affair is that, in essence, it is not much
different from the OJ Simpson trial, or

even the Oprah Winfrey show. With the cries out for enemies such as Saddam,

president of the republic, of course. it
takes on a more overuly political aspect.
which is only implicit in the other two.
but all of them seem o perform an iden-
tical functon. which — at a minimum
— is t0 keep the populace entertained
and diverted (much as in = Roman are-
na). More significantly, all these shows
give a false sense of citizenship — a vir-
tual-politics sphere in which public con-
cern. involvement in “issues”, partisan-
ship and public debate can be engaged in
with impunity, withour the slightest real
effect on the real decisions determining
people’s real lives. These are made else-
where.

If this function could be described as a
conspiracy, it is doubly pernicious in that
no sgeciﬁc group of people can be iden-
tified as its insugators; thar the sreat
bulk of the conspirators have no idea of
thelr involvement: that the objects of the

conspiracy — an  essentiafly dis-
enfranchised citizenship — are such will-
ing vicrims.

To wag the dog in a fictional war
against Albania or a real one against Irag
is thus motivated by imperatives which
are much more profound than the diver-
sionary nesds of 3 mere president
Doubtless, Clinton’s war rhetonc against
Iraq contributed to the upswing in his
popularity; an acrual war, particufarly an
electronically “sanitised™ one in which
only Iraqis are killed and maimed. will
further strengthen his presidency. But
presidents come and presidents go. as
George Bush's post-Gulf War fate tes-
ifies. Tt is ultimately the system that

for showdowns and ultimatums and,
every so often, the odd swift war, and
it needs this for domestic no less than
imperial hegemony. From a systemic
perspective. Lewinsky and Saddam
fuifil very much the same function.

“What nation, crediting only a frac-
tion of the current allegadons, would
elect Bill Clinton as its presidemt”™
asks Peter Preston in his article. His
answer: “Only a nation which, in the
berserkness of its workings, had made
Bill Clinton the best candidate on of-
fer. Only a nation as sick as it affects
to think he is. You pay. in every
sense, for what you get™

America, which witnessed the birth
of modern liberal democracy falbeit in
a slave-owning society). has for many
years now been leading the Western
world in overseeing its disinegration-
American finessc and expertise in the
art of spectacle is fundamentally a
function of the impoverishment of its
political life. And Europe is leaming
fast.

A growingly oligarchic post-modern
capitalism seems o depend in-
creasingly on spectacle for its survival
— the heads and reputations of pres-
idents and royals are a small price 10
pay, and so, of course, are the lives and
livelihoods of unimportant, nameless
and faceless men, women and children
anywhere from Iraq to Grenada.

A suggested Litle for a manual op
how to govern a Wesiem capitalis;
country in the late 1990s: “Spectacie:
Sex and Saddam”™.

end over again, a'compliant mediz and
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Taming Abu ;

When Hassan El-Geretli an-
nounced in 1944, in the wake

of the great success of El- Nehad
Warsha's stunning and haunt- ¥

ing Tides of Nighi. that his Sefaiha

mext project was to plough watches as
through El-Sira El-Hiflaliva  El-Warsha win
tthe popular epic of the tribe

of Beni-Hilal) in the hope of  the first round
making a play out of it. mny  of a long
thought. with good reason. .

that he had gone off his rock- w!'estllng match
er and turned suicidal. Ei- with the

Sira El-Hillalivva may be the Neali

Miad of the Arabs, as Abdel.  Ei-Hillaliyya
Rohman El-Abnoudi. the  tribe

poet who collected and pub-
[ished one version of it. likes
to call it. and is possibly the
most popular and widely sung of all
the folk epics that have come down to
us, including the famous Sira of An-
tara Tbn Shaddad. but it is certainly
the stuff that nightmares are made of
when it comes o dramatisatdon. Not
only is it inordinately massive and vo-
luminous (3t falls in 5 books with a ro-
tal of one million lines). its tangled
web of events. characters and stories
spans places as far-flung as the desent
plateau of Nejd. in the Ambian Pe-
ninsula (the home of dhe tribe) in the
East. through Egypt. 1o Tunisia in the
West and follows the fortunes of the
tribe over three generations. No won-
der dramatists have shied away from
it. in conirast to the other great pop-
ular epic Anfara.

Named after its protagonist (the
black desert hero and invincible war-
rior who, born to the chief of his wibe
by an Ethiopian slave. spent his life
fighting o throw off the stigma of
slavery to get his father w0 ac-
knowledge him as a legitimate son s0
that he could marry his beautiful cou-
sin Abla), Antara has received at least
six dramansadons — starting with
Ahmed Shawqi's classical verse dra-
ma, Anrara, in the twenties. and end-
ing with Yusri El-Gindi's Brechtian
re-interpretation of the epic and de-
bunking of the traditional heroic ethic
in his political parable Amtara, pre-
sented at El-Tali’a in 1977 in a mem-
orabie production by Samir El-
Asfouri,

The epic of Beni-Helal, though its
hero, Abu Zeid, like Antara. is equal-
ly swarthy, rejected by his father at
birth, and has initially to fight for rec-
ognition with his sword. boasts only
one drampatic weatment, £l-Hillalivya.
again by Yusri El-Gindi. first pre-
sented as Abu Zeid El-Hilali at El-
Tali*a, in a production by El-Asfouri
in 1978, then, seven years later, as Si-
rar Beni-Hilal, at Wikalat El-Ghouri
with Abdel-Rahman El-Shafi this
time in the director’s seat.

If Hassan El-Geretli had been your
run-of-the-mill director. or the kind of
artist who starts off with a definite
idea as to what he wants to say. 1
would not have warried. and it would
not have taken him so long to produce
a play out of this epic. In the case of
Yusri El-Giodi, the uvowieldy. di-
gressive and complicated nature of the:
parrative posed no problem, he came
1o it. as he had done in the case of the
Antgra epic, with a clear-cul idea
about the message he wanted it to put
across: that heroic, visionary leaders
and so-called saviours can do untold
damage to their own people as well as
bring ruin upon others. He aiso had a
ready-made form and knew exactly
the shape it should tske on stage.
Armed with Brecht's verfremidung. or
‘alienation-effect’ theory, and the
techniques the German poet and di-
rector developed 1o put it into effect
and mrn the spectators imo emo-
tionally detached cbservers, El-Gindi
openly pursued a didactic course.
Rather than plunge into the namative's
boggy marshes and reacherous quick-
sand in the hope of discovering its ma-
trix and sources of energy, be put it at
arm's length, firmly consigning it to
the past. The play stans long after the
keroes of Beni-Hilal have Jiguidated

— -.-_-—m-.,"":‘___'“

each other and all been dispatched to
either heaven or hell (both locations
are to be clearly marked on the stage
in hold letters according to the stage
directions). A cherus of commentators
from the present. armed with various
masks and a good supply of sarcastic
jokes and mecking squibs, adds an-
other barrier. further fencing off the
dead protagonists. and almost re-
ducing them to dead mater that can
be newly shaped to serve the author's
purposes. The job of this chorus, apan
from caricanuring several of the epic’s
chamacters. and maddeningly dis-
rupting whatever emotion or coherent
action that seems ta form, is to con-
jure up the dead heroes in order to en-
act the bits of the epic that best il-
lustaee El-Gindi's point. It was a
clear case of projecting a particular
reading of the present onto a fictional
past. and of manipuiating the epic in a
panisan, reductive manner o offer a
critique of both the Arab past and
present. And in the flercely didactic
drive of the play. the ¢pic got run
over. and its characters were squashed
into flat, bloodless ideas and ideo-
logical counters.

A poet of the theatre, and never an
ideciogue, El-Geretli approached £/~
Sira El-Hillalivva (irembling, one
would imagine) with no definite plans
or preconceived ideas. Awed and fas-
cinated by the scope and magnitude
of the epic. be humbly opted for the
rigorously exacting and perilously in-

securc  (but ultimately more re-
warding} course of total. un-
conditional self-surrender and

unselfish immersion to the point of al-
most complete self-pegation. Like a
wise explorer leading a brave crew on
a dangerous expedition into a smange
continent of ‘infinite deserts™. 1n
search of a hidden treasure some-
where. which may or may nol exist,
and cognizant of all the perils, he
spent years carefully preparing for the
adventure, training his crew in all the
necessary skills for survival, ferreting
out whatever relevant material exists,
finding the right guides among the old
bards and., abave all, listening 10 them
and training himself to be guided by
them — for it is “the bard alope™, as
one of El-Warsha's flyers say. “that
can tread unerring” and find his way
through the shifting sands and infinite
deserts of the epic s stories.

The survival skills the travellers had
10 learn included such raditional per-
formance arts as story-telling. stick-
fighting, dervisk dancing, ghawazi
dance, mawwal singing and religious
chanting, and playing cld. traditional
wind, soiog and percussion n-
stuments like the mizmar, the ar-
2houl, the rababa and the darabukka.
The research side. which started in
1994, consisted in collecting the oral
tradition of El-Sira El-Hillalivya
from its last great bards: and the im-
mersion stage. which involved the
whole group, entailed leaming by
heart vast strewches of the epic. main-
ing to recite and sing them. absorbing
the old rhythms, colloguial poetic dic-
tion, melodi¢ intonation and voice in-
flection. and testing their competence
jn public. over and aver. in the open-
rehearsal sessions called Layaly El-
Warsha (El-Warsha Nighis).

Al
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Out of this continuous, close, daily
contact with the narrative (a kind of
contact which El-Geredi insisred
shonld not be rigidly gnided, plagned
or conceptualised, but remain always
free and spontaneous. subject only to
the performer’s intimate, personal in-
teracton, and intense, existential en-
gagement with the epic), something
began to grow — hesitantly, shyly, ai-
most imperceptibly: something half-
glimpsed. half-formed, half-
undersiood and enveloped in a haze
of exciting possibilities. The graceful,
whire tent. designed by Tarek Abul-
Futuh (El-Warsha's scenographer and
set and cosmume designer), and
pitched in the garden of the British
Council in Agouza, among the trees.
lovked like some mythical, mono-
lithic white pigeon, perching mo-
mentarily there for rest, and soon tp
continue its flight across the vast con-
tinuum of time and the great divides
berween peoples. places and cultures,
It was solidly real — the poles and
ropes holding it up and all thc!ighliﬁ
equipment were clearly visible;
the same, it had about it an air of un-
reality. the painful feel of fragility
and transience. One could imagine it
suddenly flapping its wings. taking
og and disappearing into the night
s

Stepping inside it from the garden,
the feel of the ground under one's
feet suddenly changed, sending a
tremor up the spine. You were iread-
ing on sand, a thick, rich layer of it
that gave way under your feet and
made you feel as if you were sinking
into it. The tiered wooden biocks on
cither side where the audience sat
locked lLike two small rocky islands
juming out of a sea of sand and
bracketing an oval pool between
thern. The performers (beautifuily.
though somberly costumed by Abul-
Futuh in a subtly connotative variety
of Upper Egyptian dress) sat on the
ground along the base of the two
graded wooden brackets, while the
old masters occupied the side of the
lowest tier next to the entrance. The
music struck up, the singing began —
rhythmically lgmng an%] sgwayi.ng at
{irst, then briskly trotting, and finally
rushing at a galloping speed. The per-
formers, singly. in twos, threes and
fours, or en masse, altemately stood
up. stepped into the aval performance
space between the tiered, wooden
brackets {which fanned out at both
ends to create two further. smaller
performance spaces). and strove o
slow down the rapid flow of the nar-
rarive, capture some of its fleeting
significant moments. and mo-
mentarily fix thern and body them
forth in the present through move-
ment, voice and gesture. In those
scenes, narfation and representation
were 50 inextricably intertwined that
you could not tell where the one be-
gan and the other ended. The
thoughts of a characier seething with
anger. burning with yncertainty, suf-
fering great injustice, experiencing a
terrible sense of loss and bereave-
ment, or despermely scouring the
desert in search of a long~-missing
prince (usually expressed in broken
monologues, cryptic statements, half-
sentences and exclamations) are ac-

e i d
companied and comple-
==, mented by a siream of nar-

. - rative, explication and com-
mentary provided in song by
the rest of the group.

As the performance ﬁ
gressed, images, vague
stirring, seemed to float up
out of the sand. like distant

natal recollections, then
ade away. Interspersed with
bouts of furous joy amd
primitive sensual energy, ex-
pressed in dance and song,
the significant spots of time,
colled from the rambling, tor-
twous parrative, merged and
separated,  counterpointing
images of love and haired,
revenge and remorse. submission and
defiance, fear and anticipation, sep-
aration and reunion, conflict and rec-
onciliation, solitary and communal
existence and light and darkness —
ali the significant themes and mo-
ments that make up human existence.
Such moments were not offered as 2
self-contained dramatic sequence,
sufficient unto itself, but were de-
liberately made to look, feel and
soungd like shiny crystal bubbles that
form out of the tensions of the nar-
rative, the clash of its waves and re-
current cycles, and float op daz-
zlingly only to burst 2 moment iater.

The transience, uocertainty and ba-
sic theatricality of the pageant we
<all life or history were forcefully
brought horee to the andience twice
in the course of the performaace: the
first time was when, at one side of
the tent, the two wings suddenly col-
lapsed, revealing the omtside world
(the trees and blocks around the Brit-
ish Council, with a small bit of night
sky), then, together with the Limply
dangling centre-piece, heaved up
higher than their former level to re-
veal a very high platform repre-
senting the inner (and self)
of Khadra El-Sharifa — Abu-Zeid
EVHilali's  shamefully  wronged
mother, and the only person in pos-
session of the secret that can stop the
prospective bloodshed and prevent
the terrible crime of patricide. The
second time was when the two sides
of the ient behind the andience
seemed to swell. drop lower, then
slowly edge towards each other dur-
ing the stick-fighting duel berween
Abu-Zeid and his . It seems
that the heavens, in the make-believe
world of El-Warsha's Spinning
Lives, and inside their tent, are less
indifferent to the fate of humanity
than the real heavens. or those of
Sophocies or Aeschiylus. None of the
glowering. grim, and inirmical skies
of Greek tragedy here. and none of
its vengeful gods — ver rouch
the theatrical mode of Fl-Warsha's
Spinning Lives may be indebted to ir.
Indeed, 1 couldn’'t help thinking
sometime during the show how close-
ly it seemed to rub shoulders with
Greek tagedy and how much it re-
sembled it in its weamment of its
sources, its fierce. primitive passions,
rugged beauty, and roagh. uapolished

ry.
, Like h::;$p%v5isamas-
ing, enchanting A: it is openl
and undisguisedly theatrical and ye{
deeply and diswurbingly real; it is full
of art and artifice, yei totally honest
and unpreteatious. Whatever claims it
makes to the truth of its reading of the
Hillaliyya epic are severely qualified
and proposed in a tentative, pro-
visional manner which implicitdy ac-
knowledges that no one interpretation
of any phenomenon, artistic or real,
can encompass and exhaust all of its
meaning. What we pet in Spinning
Lives is not a, or the, guth, but the
shape. form and feel of the experience
of the wuth — any tnrth: fleeting
Somposed of Hliting pches of s

of flitting of light
and shadow. momentarily framed b%ha
fictional tent above and a make be-
Beve desert beneath.

Cairg-Berlin Gallery, 17 Youssef
El-Guindi 51, Bab El-Louq. Tel 393
1764, Daily exc S, Oam-2pm &
Spm-Spm, Until 25 Feb.

Paintings under the tile L'Image
de Reve et de L' Imagination.

Jeanette Ei-Wakeel

:lﬁmﬂmﬂnw

Opera House Grounds, Gezira. Tel
2 (601, Daily exc Mon, ifam-
ipm & 3pm-9pm. .

A permanent display of paintigs
and sculpoge charting the modem

an movement in Egypt.
Mohamed Nagei Mupsenmy
Chizeau Pyramids, § Mahmoud Al-
Cudndi 5t Gi

Films start ar
9 Feb: Fitzearcaldo (1931,
10 Feb; Cobra Verde {1987)
11 Feb: Aguirre {1972}
Le Destin

Conmercial cinemas change their
programmes every Monday. The in-

ided is vadid th ;
to Sunday after which it is wise to
check with the ci i
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Downlown. _'-;'d 567;”5;55”“
e, ] pm. ,
liopolis. Tel 293 1072. Daily
. 30pm, 6.3

o

~Seh

& 9.30pm. Ttha
i MNusr _-.Te!l‘dZM?.W
™ 330pm, G630pm &

Tamania wa Arbe'in Sea Fi
fsra'il (48 Hours m Israel} i
Cairo Sheraon, El-Golaa 5, Giza.

Tel 360 5081, Daily fU.50am, ipm,
3pm. 6pm. 9pm & midnight. Odeon
i1, 4 Dr Abdel-Hamid Said S,
Downiown. Tel 575 8797, Daily
10.30am.  130pm, 3 &

o r———

Frenek Culizrol bgd;_w. ; Mg— t
draset B-Hogouy El-Ferensiyd 50,
H‘mmim Tel 82 m6r9. 7 Fek,
8.30pm.

Lyvical recital.

Csabe Kirily

A | e s 1 F——

gpm & Al Sainty” Cathedral tbe-
kind Marriot; Howll. Zewales. 9

wmsnﬂmﬂymdm
and others by Bach Mozan

and Plano Recital

Small Hall, Opera  Howze,  as
above, & Feb, 8pm.
Ashraf Afifi performes.

iva Thealre, as abore. 9

Gombouriya
& 10 Feb, Spm.

§

icean [-‘nh‘rn‘i;fl-' m Caimn. El-Sheikti:

Rihan St Tel 357 6373, H Feb,

Spr

Barbara Comar (soprano) and Moxa
Zaki (pizno) perform works by Mo-
zan, Chepin, Rachmarinov. Frmzi
Bratns and others.

Wallah Zaman Ya Fatma (It's
Been So Long, Fatma)
El-Salmex Theotre. Youssel Iiris
Hall, Qasr El-Aini St. Tel 355 2484
Daily }

since dates and times
mmbmmchangeaxvetgslm
o
f
Please

Drive In, -Shoroug  Violin and Plano Recitn] Tel .
Ciry, Cairo ot deaers ol Seoell Bath, et . o Fax STRGOROMI.
Tel 042-219 0831. Daily 6.30pm &  wbove. 7 Feb, 8pm,
930pm; Thur & Fri midnight Waleed El-Hamamey mpd Tamer
show. Metro, 35 Talags Hark St Talaar perf, Com,
Downtown, Tel 393 3897, Dally piledby
I0gm, Ipm. Jpm, Gpm & %pm  Arcund Tosca Injy El-Kashef
Around the galleries
E‘.’ﬂ-ﬂBl’l"lONspaaeatAl—
was given mermlanuarygm
homous retrospective of works by
the artist Hassan Darwish Ag his

premature death, Darwish, 2 multi-
taleated artist and academic, had
left a distinguished mark in many
genres — theatre decor, costumes,
masks, portraits. It i3 a consolation
to inow that Darwish tived long
enough to see his work garner

w
mostly cxamples of Pom'alaE:e. Ex.
} 1 a variety of styles, th
poriraits are mvaﬁab!ysgm ;ﬁ:
bear out Darwish’s fescination with
folldpnc subjects,

Reviewsd by Nagwa Er.Ashri
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What’_s on at the cinema?
Khairiya El-Bishlawi
looks at the Ejg releases

In a children's televigion i . -
1 15100 programme during Ramadan
a four-year-old child was pictured enthusiastically .

song Kemananah: Almost as recenty,

5o on the National Day of Childhood, I overheard -

children in the school next docr to
accompanied by their teachers, all chanfing (he san

song.'I‘hewordKamananahitselfhashommning. It

has, though, become a catch-al] expression with a sig-
mﬂcanccdlatculsau'omgmderandc!ass. 8

The song, of course. made its debut in the film /s-
mailiya Raik Gai, which has so far taken some LE9
million at the box-office. On release for six months
now, It continues to top box-office receipts in the face
OEEHM competition from Slms premiered during the

By all stendards, Ismailiya Raih Gai is'a second rate

major premueres inclede the Nadia El-Guindi vebicle
Farty Eight Hours in Israel. Adel Fmam's A Message
to the Wali, and Ahmed Zaki's Hysteria. All three con-
tain stars known for their box-office appeal. At this
stage, then, it is possibly a lile
that fsmailiya Raik Gai will retain fts position. Ope
thing, though, appears certain: a star cast is now no
guaranmrofnﬁlm‘ssnucessandlhcdmwingpuwuof
a great many household names appears to be waning.
Thgtbmeﬁlmsbein_gpmnﬁeredexbibi:amhdmcy
to cling to the well wied formnla of the star vehicle,
atiempfing to entice dxeand:ence, often crudély, with

pears to be e oL
_Younger andiences o be less drawn 1o films
simply because of their casts. Yet quite what this an-
dience is looking for remains far from clear? . -
QOddly, of the three Fid
same director, Nader Galal, an old hand, whilé the
third, Hysteria, marks the debat of director Adel
Adib. If early results are anything 10 go by, Nadia El-
Guindi's Forty Eight Hours in Israsl appears to be
lweadmr 2 by a short head, followed by A Message to the
ail. - T ’
Galal’s films are invariably fast-paced and he has
worked extensively with both Nadia Fl-Guindi and
Adel Imam. Forty Eight Hours in Israel continues the

Flotsam

Floating by. bomne by the tides, everything bubbles
and sparkies. Moving in with it and sailing out with jt,
sometimes as quick as possible. Away, away, as the.
life pressures mount.. . .. L g
Things, some small, 2 jran
evidence that we' are 10 “the music
world. Listening, therefore is plankionic: It's a small
activity that copes with big things. Plankton feeds
whales — 2nd opera houses. The ic life is
lazy but can be exciting, because listeping lets the oth-
ers do the work, while the listeners collect the div-
idends — precions sometimes for life, the returns in-
creasing with the years. With one:authentic kick a
year you can keep going. No kicks, no bubbles — and
you are 2 down-gomng bisteper, a dud. - - :
The Cairo House Culture Cenire as organism
offers its share of duds, but of late,. also a feir pro-
portion of kicks, the ones that last. The Opera House
abides in ap earthly space, shaped rather like the
conch shell of the Greek gods with a surrounding ter-
ritory, a unique isofarion that stresses ils removal
from ordinary life. The country, indeed the whole Te-
gion where it lies has no comparable conch. .-
Cairo Opera bas something beyond shells. It his 2
direct and actual contact with musical genins — Verdi-
who. like Bach, Mozart and Wagner, i8 #n un-
touchable phenomenon of global status. These forees,
floating thmgs, bave nothing o do with cultmre, Cul-
ture is a fond aberration of the academic mind. It pos-
ftively builds barriers, while art leaps over thein. Ver-
di can be understood by Nile or Amazon, in Alp or
Sahara. Just put his works in an house, a palace
of insanity, and watch cultural differences melt away.
The Cairo is advancingfslowly but per-
ceptibly. It begins to be an entity of its own, growing
a:p: H gl:rshirhwnlf.toxmdsalllheptuphecisof
foom and despond . It pulsates, a momster, hope-
ﬁ:lly soonasamedenggc.hfmonitselfandin-
e ey calaaity Laeept. e, Even Snapcial
ev imown ity except . Even
sc:ﬂalsposiﬁvelynouﬁshthem.'l‘heymthephoe-

nixes which rise otit of their own ashes, as the Cairo

one has done. They are even tougher then banks for
clinging to their status positions in great cities, again
asthegresentunehnsg:;. occupying a hunk of the
best real estate in Cairo. These Palaces take.
time 1o evolve. So far, Cairo has not dooe a bad job,
facing a world drought of singers. And the new di-

rector, Mostafa Napni, looks as though he might be”

the best man for the job. ) o
Aneady.aﬂcrafé‘wmonmscomesanewfed.'ﬂc

lit up the palace gardens over Christmas and intro-- by Rage

for New Year's Eve, and has

Adel Imam in A Message to e Waki; Ahmed Zaki in Hysteria

pattern of the director’s collaboration with El-Guindi,
who once again assumes the superwoman persona
whose previous outings include Mission in Tel Aviv,
In the coment vehicle, El-Guindi plays the widow of
an officer killed in the 1967 War who happens 1o be
. an athletics trainer and rthe product of a miserable
. childhood, having lost both her parents in the 1958
Tripartite Agpression. Her only relative is a brother
t\Zufholivegiin_(}rws:cami'wu:rk.s.unbel:nownsttoher.

‘or Egyptian intelligence.

The film takes place between 1967 and '73, ending
with the crossing of the Suez Canal, The film uses
documentary footage of the October War and the
breaching of the Bar Lev Line, and ends with a writ-
ten message flashed on the screen, annowncing that
the struggle continnes. . )

The response elicited by the film from the audience
is perhaps more interesting than the film itself. In the
constant- cheering and booing, we see just how the
Blm touches a sensitive nerve in the Arab psyche de-
.. Spite the ongoing peace process. No matter how far-
cical, how fantastic, how mythologised the vision pre-
sented, it seems that every film these days must
encompass a political dimension.

and jetsam

ting new takes on the Cairo Opera as pheromenon —
- after all it belongs to them. So far so good. Perimps
. Mustafa N

the net to bring shiny people into the place. - -+ -
Napni bas the magic garden around him. Hopefully
_he may be a bit of a magician, like Klingsor, who also
had a magic garden thoogh &t was full of lies which
-only di when someone — Parsifal — told
the tath. That's life. Az least operatic Lies do have
traths at the centre and Nagui will surely stand his
ground under fire. )

The Cairo musical year is about half finished. Ram-
adan, however, neatly slices the months to suit its own
ful promises. The Munich Symphony Orchestra plays
an interesting programme of rarely heard picrces from
4 to 7 February. Le Corsaire ballet by the Ceiro Op-
era Company, conducted by Ivan Filev, has six per-
formances from 11 to 16 Febmary. Then comes Aida,
the Cairo Opera version, not the Luxor, which inro-
duces an mteresting American star from the Berlin

Carol Bayers, in the leading role.

the Small Hall on 14 February i3 a song recital of
- Italinn opera scenes by most of the younger singers of
the Cairo Opera. A fall andience is their greatest stim-
Chsira t 8 on he lust Friday of every o ives
cl at 8pm on riday of every month gives
Sherif Mohieddin's opera Three Operas in One Hour
to a text by Youssef Idris. This is exciting and far out,
and a change for the La Boheme fans. The Amadeus
Chamber Orchestra gives a Seventh Birthday Concert
condncted by Mustafa Nagui on 21 February with one
of Cairo’s great soloists, Mohamed Hamdi, doing a
clarinet concerto. -~

In the Gombouriya comes the company Vika Uz-
buse — Zulu dancers, in what they call dances and
drumming. Note them clearly. because the Zulo are
. hair-raising in any theatre. They stormed London a
. few years ago with an histoxic, sensational Macberh at
the National.

March is a baller month. On the 4th the Cairo Opera
shows Swan Lake condueced by Muostafa Nagui in Ab-
del-Moneim Kamel's new production. The 7th shows
Bengt Ake Lundin, one of Cairo’s best ever visiting
pianists, in El-Shawan’s pianc concerto, coaducted by
Said Awad On the 12th comes the much postponed
: ion of The Barber of Seville. A mixed cast
conducied by Alicio Viad. with the Cajro Symphony
Orchestra. After the Barber has hovered zbout for a
while comes a concert of the Cairo Symphony Or-
chestra called Oriental Inspiration, with compositions
h Daoud, Takemistu, Rachmaninov and
Tchatkovsky, with Ramzi Yassa at the piano and con-

>bis  ducted by Ahmed El-Saedi.

Two more Barbers, and then it is here agaio — the
' :Bo]shoi.lherenloneaga_in.ﬁum 18 to 29 March in

§ is the new man with the magnet and -

22 AlAkram

A Message 10 the Wali, with Adel Imam, serves 1o
confirm this. Imam plays an Arab “knight™ who lived
in Rashid in 1807. Yet Imam"s character is so remote
from any kmightly or heroic characteristics as 10 be-
come a rather laboured caricature of the stercotyped
Arab ghotton and sensualist one most commonly finds
in Western films.

Imam’s knjght arives in Cairo 1o meer Mohamed
Ali, in order to request military help agrinst British at-
tempts to occopy Rashid. By some miracle, thoogh,
Imam actually arrives in the Cairo of the laie 20th cen-
wry. The film deliberately confuses flights of his-
torical fontasy with a crude portrayal of current re-
alities, a juxtaposttion that is supposed to give rise to
the 6im’s comic moments. Our knight, perhaps a linle
predictably, finds life in our present, which for him is
no more than a distamt fumre. to be impossible. He
thus retoras to the past, with the help of a woman with
whom he has fallen in love, Yet before retumning, the
knight from Rashid makes an appeal to President Mu-
barak, warning him of a foreign enemy, lying on the
borders, threatening the life and history of Egypt. It is
crude, contradictory and inconsistent.

Hysteria, Adel Adib’s directorial debut, takes a far

When three is no crowd

more lyrical direction. Ahmed Zaki plays a musician,
well versified in the traditions of Arabic music. He is
a devotee of art. poeuy and people. His existence,
though. has been an essay in magedy. His father, in
his insistence on honesty, lives in poverty. His moth-
er, ground down by constantly sirugglng to make
ends meet. no longer believes in love. His brother,
meanwhile, makes a living by dressing as a woman 1o
seduce and subsequently rob other men. His sister has
::ecn left on the shelf, o poor 1o marry the man she
oves.

Ahmed Zaki's desire to lead a normal life becomes
a kind of madness in this context — though it is mad-
ness as antidote to the hysterical pursuii of base ne-
cessities that surrounds him. His insistence on pro-
ducing Arabic music, bowever absurd il may seem.
acts 25 an avenue to salvation.

Hysteria self-consciously contrasts the mores of to-
day's rich and poor, and there can be no mistaki
where our sympathies are intended to lie. Tt is, un-
fortunately. over long. and rather too rambling. An
amnbitious attempt to move beyond traditional par-
ratives, it fails in its ambitons, Yet as a debu: for
Adib, it bodes well.

then — en gala.
at last — the
Tchaikovsky
masterpiece, the
Slecping Beauty.
This gives five
performances
with as yet no
specially mentioned danseuse. it doesn’t matter by
whon: it should be seen.

The Small Hall opens March with one of Egypt’s
more interesting pianists, Yasser Mukhrtar. Included in
this month is another concernt with a special Egypr
pianist, Ahmed Abn Zshra, music by Stravinsky and
Richard Strauss, conducted by Abmed El-Saedi.
Young people get their head on the 24th. In the Gom-
boariya for March is the Koffi Koko Dance Company
from Benin.

April brings an important appearance of Russian pi-
apist Vladimir Ashkepazy. On the 3rd, Akhenaten
Chamber Orchestra gives its Sixth Anniversary Con-
_t;c‘::sofc‘byBach. Mozart and Sherif Mohieddin.

is i a stro) arranged programme with the cream
of Cairo’s mL?cians condul::r;d by Richard Edlinger,
Samrday the 4th brings Mahler’s 6th Symphony, con-
ducted by Ahmed El-Saedi. Unmissable.

The 7 April, a selection of works from Abdel-
Rehim, including bis Osiris Ballet with the Cairo Op-
era Ballet Company, the Cairo Opera Orchestra con-
dacted by Mustafa Nagui and Sherif Mohieddin. Ca
the 13th, a visk from Les Ballets de Monte Carlo with
Romee and Julietre for five performances. Saturday
the 14h — again unmissable: the Cairo Symphony
Orchestra conducted by Ahmed El-Saed: playing De-
bussy and Strauss with Mohamed Hamdi the clarinet
soloist in the laper. The 21 April brings The Merrv
Widow — three widows. guess who, and Hassan Kami
as the prince, copducted by Mustafa Nagui. It is good,
they meat the music with great love, The 26th brings a
Moushira Issa piano recital.

Then at the Small Hall on the 12th. soloists of Cai-
ro Symphony Orchestra in Mendelssobn and Scho-
bert. Their fast concert was delectable. Hopefully,
again, unmissable. The 14th — the Tcherepmin Gui-
tar Quartet from Belgium. Sunday 20 brings the
Egyptian Youth concert, with an interesung group
playing brave music. Three days later, on 23 April,
brings the Cairo Chamber Orchestra, playing Handel,
Mendelssobn and Bartok with conductor and pianc
soloist Wolfgang Schrader. The 24th, Friday. is Mu-

David Blake iooks forward to a changing of tides

sic for Al — a
matinee per-
formance intro-
ducing music
played by Mo
hamed Hamdi,
clarinet, Manal

Mohieddin, harp.
conducted by Ivan
Filev. A useful
3 3] concert, lhe:le oc-
. ; casions are always
Sk foll of happy mu-
sic.

May begins with Caira Symphony Orchestra in
Shostakovich, conducted by Ahmed El-Saedi. 7 May
is again Don Quixote with the Cairo Opera Orchesira
and Bailet. conducted by Taha Nagui. On 15 May, a
concert at the Sound and Light area at the Pyramids
in Giza, with Malvina Major soprano, music from
New Zealand and Hassan Kami. The 16 May is the
Cairo Symphony Orchestra in music of Saint-Sasns
and Berlioz, with soloist Vinh Pham, conductor
Dominique Fanal. On the 19th Anac El-Wogonud con-
ducted by Yonssef El-Sisi. On 23 May, the Cairo
Symphony Orchestra plays music by Bajoros and
Dvorak with Medhst Abdel-Salam as solo violin,
conducted by Servenikas Robentas. On 27 May: Con-
certo Baller Carmen, by a ballet company from Puer-
to Rico. Then on the 30th, Cairo Symphony Or
chestra. music by Lorenzo Ferandez. condocied by
Fiorentino Dias.

Ai the Small Hall is a vielin and piano recital by
Hassan Sharara, On the Sth is the musical Phaniom of
the Opera with piano accompaniment rather than or-
chestra. Two days later. and La Plautina, from Italy.
provide dramarie music. Manal Mohieddin renzrns on
the 101h in a harp recital.

And then its over as far as things of interest are con-
cemed. The rest of June sees a few items from the
repertoire — La Boheme, Romeo and Juliet — you've
seen them before, you'll see then again. But the Nile
calls even in the summer beat, with open-air diver-
sions as well as the concerts up in the hills, at the Cit-
adel, where music invariably loses out to the winds.
And down below, they freshen up the opera cenire.
Things are moving, as a perusal of the events listed
above indicate. And there are mimours — Turandol.
Puccini’s last and possibly finest work, and Paolo and
Francesca, a ballet 1o be choreographed by Abdel-
Moneim Kamel. to the blood splattered ilegend 1o
which Tchaikovsky brought a sipendous surge of
savagery. The stage of the operz will have 10 ac-
commodate the grand manner.

The course is set, the writing is on the wall, and
good luck to the new helmsman, Mussafa Nagui.

Plain Talk

The pame of Dr Gamal
Mukhtar will always be
linked with Egypiology and
archaeological activites al
large. As head of the then
Egyptian Antiquities Organ-
isation, a post which he held
for many years, he managed
to turn the place into a bee-
hive of activity. His tenure
infused it with a new energy
and under his direction n
changed from an archaic
and somewhat moribund in-
stitution into a true centre
for Egyplological aware-
ness.

In Dr Mukhiar's capable
hands. archaeclogy meta-
morphosed from a stihed
and all oo ofien dry subject
inlo a captiviting narrative
with a wide appeal. It was
Dr Mukhlar who ok the
firs1, courageous step. of al-
fowing our antiquities 10 be
shown abroad in touring ex-
hibitions. This he did in the
Tace of grear opposition by
those diehards who arpued
that our monuments were
sacted and that sending
them abroad would expose
them 1o damage.

But Dr Mukhur's de-
cision proved perspicacious.
The precious pieces went Lo
all comers of the globe: Ja-
pan, the Philippines, Amer-
ica,  Britain,  Belgium,
France and elsewhere. They
went and came back safe
and sound, and they left in
their wake the gliering
name of Egypt and its an-
ciem civilisadon. The pub-
licity the exhibitions
achieved counter-acied the
anti-propaganda  directed
against our country at some
of the more difficult mo-
ments in our modem his-

tory.

Foreign exhibitions of the
treasures from the Tomb of
Tutagkhamun generated an
amount of publicity for
Egypt that would have been
impossible 10 buy. The
American exhibiion of
these weasures, at the New
York Metropolitan Museum
created a virtual cult. Rep-
licas of the pharaoh’s jew-
ellery became fashion items,
and T-shirts with his image
sold by the thousand.

In my capacity as onder-
secretary of state for foreign
relations I had the pleasure
of working divectly with Dr
Mukhtar and we engaged in
cooperative ventures on sev-
eral occasions. [ particularly
remember a trip we made to
the Philippines to inaugorate
an exhibidon. Dr Mukhtar
gave a dazzling account of
the exhibils on the opening
night. captivating the pres-
ident of the Philippines.

On another occasion we
were in Brussels together,
attending an exhibition that
was opened by the king of
Belgium, Nothing could
bave looked more splendid
than the objects that were
being exhibited, and they
were beautifully displayed
on acres of deep blue velvel
When it was decided to send
the exhibition centred onp
Ramses the Great to the US,
American cities lobbied in
their hundreds for the priv-
ilege of hosting the show.
Memphis. in Tennessee,
sent a special delegation to
Cairo and | received a tele-
phone call from the mayor,
who told me that hijs re-
election depended on se-
coring the exhibition. The
exhibition was staged in
Tennessee. and the mayor
was duly re-elected.

As the editor of three
books on Egypt it was 10 Dr
Mukhtar that I automatically
wmed in  commissioning
pieces on ancient history.
The chapters he produced
were among the highlights
of the volumes.

The passing away of Dr
Gamal Mukhtar will leave a
great many mourners. It also
Ieaves an enormous gap, not
only at the Higher Council
for Culwre, the National
Specialised Council and
L'Institut d’Egypte, august
bodies on which he sat. but
also in the wider world of

Egyptology.
Mursi Saad El-Din
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The discovery of a bad baich of
flucthane anaesthetic in 17 private
hospitals is currently uader in-
vestigation by the swte general
prosecutor. The fluothane boules
contained chloroform. a highly 1ox-
ic subsiance banned from medical
use fifty vears ago. Doctors had
noticed that some patients were
taking longer than usuaf to wake
up from anaesthesia and suffered
unuseal symptoms afier awaking.
After tests were conducted. it ap-
peared that the swbsiance in the
bottles was not pure fluothane. but
had been diluted with chloroform.
It appears that the counterfeit fla-
othane bortles had been purchased
from a distributor and not directly
from the manufacturer. Since the
bad baich was found onlv in pri-
vale hospitals, the question was
how the anaesthetic had been con-
tamipated, and how the substance
had been acquired.

Last week. following the scandal.
Minister of Health Dr Ismail! Sal-
lam annovaced that any institution.
hospital or pharmacy found iz pos-
session of counterfeit drugs would
be closed down immediately. The
scandal broke when Al-Afinam pub-
lished a stery stating that a danger-
ous subsiitute for fluothane had
been bottled and sold as anaesther-
ic. claiming two lives.

Dr Abdel-Rahman Mahmoud,
professor of anaesthesiology at
Cairo Uaiversity. had persomally
reported the problem to the min-
ister of health. Although the issue
was only made public last week.
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Mahmoud hud noted strange symp-
toms in his patients as far back as
Sepiember last year. A one-and-a-
half-vear-old baby cifl had woken
up twa hours after an operation in
convulsions. and had started vom-
iting severely. It was so bad that
in the end she was spitting blood,”
he said. She is one of four patients.
all children, in whom he witnessed
side effects. Insicad of waking up
afier quarter of an hour, it tock twa
or three hours: the patient would
suffer convulsions. followed by
prolonged vomiting. “Other an-
aesthensts were calling me up. anx-
fous about the symptoms that their
patients were showing,™ says Mah-
moud.

Mahmoud called up the phar-
maceutical company from which he
had purchased the anaesthetic, and
which he describes as a British
firn operating under licease in
Egvpt. Company representatives
wld him that they, two. had re-
ceived complaints about the flu-
othane boules. The baich which
they had identified as having been
contaminated, however. had been
sealed differently from the bottles
refeased by the licensed agent in
Egypt, which means it could not
have originated from the agent
Mahmoud ok a sample to a pri-
vate laboratory. which revealed that
the subslance in the container was
not pure fluothane.

Mahmoud is convinced that the
bad barch was bought from a pr-
vate distributor or pharmacy which
must have soid the bottles to pr-
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vate hospitals for less than the
standard price. “There should be
more rigorous periodic inspections

of private hospitals and they
should be restricted to buying only
from the Ministry of Health. Buy-
ing from distributors is 100 great 2
risk.” he advised.

Gamila Moussa, head of the
pharmaceutical administration at
the Ministry of Health, told the
Weekly that, although bonles from
the batch had been found in 17
hospitals, this does not mean that
they were all bad. She denied that
the counterfeit drug had caused
any faualities. saying that the in-
cident had been hvped up by the
media. “This has clearly been
blown out of proportion. It was
just one incident and it has been
deait with — we immediately re-
called the whole batch. This kind
of thing happens all the time in
other countries.™

Moussa asserted that rigorous in-
spections of pharmacies are con-
ducted continually via the health
direciorates. Intent on downplaying
the incident, she compared the
counterfeit anaesthetics 10 “a drug
dealer selling drugs to youmh or
bad food poisoning children at
school.” Moussa explained that
taskforces have been launched. to-
gether with the Ministry of Trade
and Supply. to check up on un-
registered medicine. which is usu-
ally smuggled, and which is in vi-
olation of both pharmaceatical Taw
and commercial fraud law. “Most
counterfeiting operations are con-

Restacnant vevlew

Andrew Steele takes a Tuscan tryst
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. ducted outside pharmacies, thmugl':' contammated_._ “The bottlc ‘co.n;

private diskibutors for example,
she said, emphasising that public
hospitals cannot buy their supply
of anaesthesia or any other med-
icine from distribinors. Public hos-
pitals. she explained, get their med-
icine directly through the Ministry
of Health, through bids. Moussa
stressed that this is the safest
source. As for private hospitals, it
is not mandatory for them to buy
from the ministry: they are free to
buy their supplies from private dis-
il

butors.

Zakariya Gad, head of the Phar-
macists” Syndicare, told the Weakly
that the Syndicate does not have
the authority to inspect private hos-
pitals. He conlended that the pro-
cess of providing and distributing
medical supplies to private hos-
pitals should be subject to more
stringent  regulatory  measures.
“Any hospital with more than forty
beds should have its own phar-
macy. This is not the case, and
they just don’t care that much
about where they get their supplies
from,” Gad asserted.

Dr Samir Fahmi, head of the
Pharmacology Department at Cairo
University's Faculty of Pharmacy,
iold the Weckly that, although
counterfeit medicine js not a new
phenomenon, “when it happens it
has some very serious rmam-
ifications.” Fahmi, who saw a sam-
ple from the batch himseif, said
that, apart from a minor error on
the label. there were no noticeable
indicators that the contenis were

tained chloroform, a type of ae-
esthetic which is highly toxic. It af-
fects the blood, the heart and is
especially dangerous for patients
who have renal and liver problems.
It went out of use afier the Second
World War and we even stopped
using it on animals in our de-
partment’s laborstories thirty years
ago because we were scared that
we would be affected if we inhaled
even a litde.”

Fahmi stressed that independent
medical supply offices are a culprit
whose operations have long gone
unchecked. Although they are not
licensed to sell medicine. they do it
all the time, he said. Counterfejting
medicipe is also possible due to the
failure to dispose properly of used
containers in hospitals. Empty con-
tainers, he warned, should be de-
stoyed immedialely so that gar-
bage collectors are unable to resell
them to privaie distributors. Ac-
cording to Fahmi, this practice is
quite common.

Galal Ghorab, chairman of the
Holding Company for Phar-
maceutcals, Chemicals and Med-
ical Appliances, said that when
supplies are purchased from an
“aliea™ agent, “you cammot guar-
antee the resulis”. There are le-
gitimate government sources, he
said, and once other ounilets are al-
lowed w0 operate in the market,
“you can expect almost anything™,
Smoggled and counterfeit drugs,
Ghorab claimed. have cost his
company LE5S0-100 million.

It takes an intemn...

i i is 3 ¥ viliage Hillary
White House. it seems. is not the sort of yiiiage 3
gli;mn was referring (0. Last week was clearly momentous
for the presidency of the United States and, given the ﬁ‘tt-"r!r qf
media acgvity which surrounded the affidr, much mone Baws-
worthv than many other sweeks whcﬁ ngtmng Pf::::hwns
} f entire regions was on hand tereporton.
th;nht:h;!zﬁ:ud:ence ience remained glued to their TV 5¢t whilc a
21.year-old woman, who had allegedly cqmm_:uard the car.
dinal sin of anempting to seduce the presiden: o the -énm
powerful country in the Wit_lr:;i \\-'35 quickly inaicted o
screan. The newspapers duly followed sutl-

‘]Tmeinrel;?dem. gncpias led to believe, did not really CTCTT-
ase the fascination of the intern this own inmest, in 13ct. ap-
paremly stemmed from his natural generosity: he couid weli
have “noticed” her out of the sheer goodness ol his heart. gul-
lible viewers were informed); if e did yivld w© the entice-
rments of his worshipper. on the other hand — amd maas of
the president’s supporters hastened i0 inject 3 lerge measure
of doubt a1 this particular point — well. as we ail know. boys

will be boys and it takes a woman 10 lemi a viruous man
astray: the viliain. then, as we may have guessed by now, has
always been the cheeky intern. She alone, the medma dacided.
would have 10 bear the responsibility of aay infamous acts
which mav of may not have taken place in the west wing of
the White House. America needs an untarnished leader. and.
as for the intern, she can just disappear.

‘While awaiting her comeuppance, and ta prepare her for hu-
miliations to come, some public vilification was therefore in
order. Smarter than the press, the First Lady was prompt to
accuse political opponents of baving organised a spot of Tou-
ble for her notoriously philandering husband. The news pun-
dits didn"t buy it, of course. To reduce such a juic) scandal 1o
political manceuvring was to Eivialise the matter, depriving
them of the chance Io use all the snide and sexist ben mots
they had been saving up for just such an opporury.

The American press, while berating sexism in vthers, are
not strangers to the prejudice themselves. Once mare, it has
corne in handy. A characier assassination operation wis 5000
underway: the intem suitably demonised, was described as a
tease, excitable. unbalanced, prone 1o telling tall tales in-
volving sexual encounters with the rich and the famous — all
feminine failings, as we well know; everyone suddenly re-
membered that she had been observed actively conniving to
cross the president’s path when a1 all possible. Furthermore,
she had, on occasion, and especially aroumd the White House.

- worn revealing dresses out of which she appeared ready 10

“burst™; a few kind souls. moreover, remarked that she was

definitely “too fat™ for the refined tastes of the president.

The word “alleged™ was rarely heand when reference was
being made to the intern's dark designs. Old pictures popped
up in which the seductress seemed to be exchanging two
words of greeting with the head of stute. The only conspicu-
ous garment in these images was a puerile cap. not 2 sexy
bathing suit, and, if the dress below the cap was revealing. iis
tightness obviously did not strike photographers at the time.
On the basis of this “evidence”, the media went 10 work,
promising the public far juicier tidbits about this Delilah who.
according to well-seasoned reporters and news analysis,
could well rob the bayish president, i not of his expertly
coiffed head of hair, then of his capacity 10 make the citizeas
of the United States happy and prosperous. Cherche; la
Jemme etc... One cannoi but notice that the president was
never annoyed enough by the furore to acwally forger w0
threaten Iraq

_ Intem or no intemn, it seemed to be business as usual in the
US. The young woman was obviously no Mrs Simpson. nor
did she seem to have wanted to provoke the slightes: dis-
turbance at any time. While no one came out in ber defence or
pointed out that she had never been wililing to expose the pres-
ident. mature men in crucial government positions held end-
less press conferences to declare their undyving allegiance 1o
the viciimised hero. According to the media and the pres-
ident’s entourage, it was this young woman who, alone. had
committed a most heinous crime, akin to treason.

Thousands of teenagers, boys and girls. whose character is
in no way flawed, engage every day, everywhere, in a bit of
hero worshipping. They are star-stricken by actors. acresses,
teachess and public figures. Their behaviour is not noticeably
different from that of the accused. They daydream. collect
pictures and go a long way to glimpse their idol in the flesh.
Nothing usually comes of it. the object of their adoration n-
maining unaware of the artention lavished on him/her. or be-
ing mildly amased or flattered. If the president was indead ai-
tracted to poor Monica Lewinsky, and if the American pubiic
cannot bear the idea of being ruled by a man who possesses
ordinary people’s instincts, thea they should begin examining
the moral standards at work here, which, to the rest of the
world, appear to be tinted with a large dose of bypocrisy.
Maybe by ignoring their golden boy's antics and forgiving —
or disregarding — his ordinary, harmless weaknesses, they
would liberate him from the deadly frustrations which seem
to obscure his vision at times. In this way. they would perhaps
prevent the ﬁrst_Lm!y's global village from plunging imo the
abyss toward which it seems to be hurtling at top speed, cour-
tesy of arbitrarily spiteful foreign policies of which the media,
busily stirring up stormis in teacups, seems blissfully unaware,

Fayza Hassan

Al-Ahram Weekly
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By Samia Abdennour
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7 eggsiwhole)
4 packes vanilla powder
/4 cup water

Method:
Melt ope cup of sugar in a saucepan un-
til it rumns dark brown and bubbles. Re-
move from heat and add water instanily
whilst covering saucepan with a lid. Re-
move afier a few seconds, Stir the car-
amel sauce with a spoon and pour into
the mould. Move the mould 6 and fro
until you coat it totally to the brim. Keep
doing this until the sauce thickens and
the mould is better coared, Beat the eggs
and the vanilla vigorously in g large
heat-resistant bowl. Add the second cup
of sugar to the milk and bring it to a baoil.
As soon as it boils. pour into the heaten
eges while beating with an electric beat-
er on high speed, lest the eggs should
harden. Continue beating unul both
milk and eggs blend well together. Pour
into the coated meuld. Cover with a
tight lid. Put the mould in a large pan
filied with boiling water, alfowing three
quarters of the mould (o be immersed in
this water. Cover the pan and leave the
creme caramel 1o cook and thicken. This
method is called bain Marie. Half an
hour later, uncover pan and mould. In-
sert the tip of a knife in the mould, If it
comes out unstained, then the créme
caramel is done. If not, leave it for five
more arinutes and repeat. Remove from
pan. Allow {0 cool off. thea refrigerare.
Twm ji upside down in a serving plate
and serve chilled.

Moushira Abdel-Malek

One hates to be proven wrong, and after
having brazenly declared that L.a Mamma at
the Cairo Sheraton was the best Italian res-
waurant in Cairo, I though it best that I cover
my tracks by investigating the various mer-
its of several viher nowables. Well, one, in
any case. The newish Tuscan Ristorante at
the Murrior i be precise. and be wamed.
vou'll need 1o book. As ene approaches the
space that Tuscan shares with a hearty sieak
restaurani. one is confronted by a startling
wke on a (Tuscan™ counyard, complete
with inconsideratelv positioned, less than
living trees, which require careful dedging.
This serves as an anteroom for the o es-
tablishments, where one can sit if one is car-
lv and admire the trees.

My guest soon amived and we were
ushered by the comely recepbonist 1o pur ia-
ble. Dim are the Tighis and plush the sur-
roundings. This place has the aiv of being an
entirely serious restaurant where cooking is
elevated (o ant form and the ingredients of-
wen outdandish. Not quite the case here, a5
we shalt sce. but “hip hip hoorah™ for the in-
terior desigm team al leasc.

First came the mepus, These were un-
forunately gimmicky and a bit naff. Heavy
wooden clip boands with 2 plastic fork serv-
ing as the clip, They were more than a oifle
fiddly too. The fare, 1o be fair. sounded
promistng. comparing favourably w tha: of
La Mamma, outdoing iL, even on Lhe pasia
front We chose Zuppa Ai Funghi Di Bosco
and Antipasto Misto Lo begin. Meanwhile, a
wrought iron conical bread baskel arived
and our side plates were soused with olive
oil. halsamic vinegar and parmesan cheese,
The Marrioil is known for its fine bread and
the pickings here did not disappoinl. Why.

they were even lialian.

We mopped and munched. Foll marks for
originality. The soup was delicious, as was
my Anitipasic Misto: marinated au-
bergines, arfichokes. sirips of cheeses. The
gripe here is that it was somewhat of a mini-
malist plateful: mdeed, the border of the
plate was not full ar all, and. with the rather
sieep price lag of LES, it could cerainly
nol be labeled poad value. )

The main courses were hit and miss. One
hit. and one miss, in that order. The Penne
Ai Quatiro Formaggio was a good, simple
dish of rather fine penne in 2 savuce Lhat one
could well believe was a heady mixfure of
fowr pungent cheeses. As all pasta and ri-
sobo dishes ar Tuscan, it comes in half- and
full-plate sizes. The full was a large shaliow
bowl, which my companion opined couid
well have been a bit deeper, so beavenly
was the blend. My Peno Di Pollo sounded
promising: chicken breasts, marinated in
lemon and rosemary, pan fried and served
with roast peppers and poiztoes. The
breasts were a ifle wugh, and not a litle
sringy. The subtlety of the marinade was
somewhat lost in the cooking. The potaroes,
although few in number, were lip-
smacking, but the was under-
rousted and lackinr oil. Not 2 dish one
would ever complain about, but lacking the
sure-handed qualitv of the other deligitts,
The bill was a rather unmodest LE165 fora,
frankly, smalt dinner for two, with drinks
and coffec. When dining Italian in Cairo,
Mazmuma knows best.

Tuscan Ristorante 2t The Marriott, Guezira
Street, Zumalek
Telephone 3108888 for reservations.

ACRQSS

1. Limpid: bright as day (5)
6. Housebroken (4}

10. Knob or boss used as or-
nament {4}

14. Hasiily (5)

15. Element; quantity: mod-
ufe {5)

16. Caution: be ap-
prehensive (4)

17. Hand-picked (5)

18. Relieve: eject (9)

0. Weaither directions (3}
21. Fetish: sacred cow (4)
23. Modify {5)

24. Autocrat (4)

'_’45-. Father, sovereigm title
B3]

27. Fish hawk {6)

30. Paper or kitchen rool (8)
34. Claw of bird of prey (5)
35. Flower; luxuriate {(5)

36. [00th part of krone (3)
37. Ploy, pitfall {4)

38. Heretic sect in Christian-

[ATSTT(E]
(W& VESORTLIOP
TiE e T]
PIEIRA L]

. ly (5) 31. Makers ; pottion (3) 54. Impudent (4)
= ‘ 7. Indigo plant (4) ; ) 56. Queen of fairies (3) -
q g0 p) )
i wuméﬁﬁﬁau%gg g ir:‘ii'tx d:n:;:.nagb = (3) gg grusogsh‘:::lk(g) ?;} Matrimonial vows, 2.wds
i =10 S ETVIE]H . so fo b. (3) 35 C )
OMERTFEATIPINERT] {0, Ascended: fi - Sopper and Zinc (5) 59.  Telecommanicat
Lot " : flaked (6) 38. European river (4) transmitting deviue?;;cm o

ity (5)
39. Accumulation (43
40. Poetic for “even™ {31
41. Specialised leaf situated at
base of flower (5)
42. Stanza; sonnet (5)
f; ISE.I.?W: feed-back (8)
. Showy pretense (6)
46. God of love (4)
47. Broughams ¢4}
48. Gather; cull (4)
51. Voyage (4)
52. Occurrence 13)
55. Milder cquivalemt; fig-
uralive altenuation (9}
58. Previously (5)
60. Line of descent (4)
?‘;l) Progenitor of human race
62. Diminish; dwindIe (S}
63. Observed (4)
64. Cold Adriatic wind (4)
65. Be ()

DOWN

1. Behind time (4)

2. Milky sap used for ammow
poisen (4}

3. Bakery item (4)

4, Freeze (3)

5. Inhabitant (7)

6. Name of British roya] femi-

i1. Caustic (4)

12. Induce; force along (4)
1. Forest animal (4)

19, Seraglio (5)

- 22_Time period (3
% peniod (3)

25. Yours wimen vty

%g mﬂﬂm aquatic mam-
mal {5)

;"g: Efﬁﬂé'ﬁig’m (5
30. Cut throu,

42, Quiver (7)

44, A fowl 96)

43. A Greek leter (3)
47. Puncruation mark {S)
48, Obtains (4)

49. Decoy: bewitch (4)
50, Dueling sword (4
51. Var. of 24 Down (4)
52. N. Arizona tribe (4)
53. God of War (4)
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Features 15

Alexandria and Maadi share gardens and villas, the memories of a more genteel past. Will the city and suburb also share a common fate?

“Let us not cry over spilt milk,” says professor
of architecture Mustafa Sonbol, referring 1o the
recent large-scale demolition of villas and old
houses in Alexandria. We are sitting in the of-
fice of the of Alexandria Govemor
Mohamed Abdel-Salam Mahgoub. Having re-
?xsed to &p-aant Al-Ahrom l-:geekl_v an interview
or three days, Mahgoub referred the request to
Sonbol. However, Sonbol. by bis own admis-
sion, is not in the governorate’s employ. He-
“volunteers advice on conservation issues™ by
vmofhls“'longﬂ?fmmm:hbgek_l.‘l“m
perspe as an Alexandrian, is “long-
Sanding £

friendship with the govermor” As

such, Sonbol is in no positicn to proffer of-
ficial statements on the more controversial le-
gal and environmental aspects of the "govern-
orale’s decision to dole out demolition permits
on villas. '
The demolitions started last QOctober, soon
after Alexandria’s new governor announced on
local television Channel 5 that he has no ob-
jection to the demolition of villas that are not
old, according to Adel Abn Zahra, head of the
Friends of the Environment Association. Troe,
the ban placed by the previous governor, Is-
mail Ei-Gawsaid, on vilfa demolition was not
universally respected, and honses would still
be illegally torr down at night However, Mah-
goub's manicipal abont-face prompted a furore
among environmentalists, consérvationists and

concerned Alexandrians — many of whom.

had initially bailed him as 2 welcome re-
placement 10 El-Gawsaki’s unpopular tenure.
Foliowing the spate of demolitions, Aba
Zshra wrote a letter 1o the editor of the daily
Al-Ahram (27 October, 1997) where he aigued
that “building l:vl:ﬁe residential blocks in place
of these villas will further barden a city that is
already crammed and compound its complex
environmental problems.” He wrote that the
housing blocks would disfigune “the beanty of
the city and its distinciive character” and listed
the various laws breached by these demoli-
tions. Abu Zahra's letter ;l: the editor, alogg
with similar appeais to the govemorale by
ation actvist Mohamed Awad, appear
10 have put a halt to further demolitions.
“Most of the villas that have becn de-
molished were not of architectural merit, it is
just that they are part of the urban fabric of the

nf visipsion on the Corsiiche in Glyiienopoio, fhe site of a projected hotel. In réspomse (o the :
Jonists its Tnitention to.nésto: mm&wmempﬂ;ﬂw response . wmaamhrge-mdmh

“could breach Prime-Ministerial Decree 3086

of 1996, conceming Alexandria, and the de-
cree of the governor concerning villas that ane
not condemned or even -those that are con-
"demmed. Not one building has been de-
molished in violation of the above decrees.™ If
villas were recently demolished, says All, then
they would have been condemned ones, issued
permits by the commitiee of condemaed build-
m%eiu the dismict in which they are located.

Eastern Disrict of Alexandria covers a

Iarge portion of the city, from Sporting to Laur-
ens, including Glymenopoulo where the gov-
emor’s residence is located. More or less op-
posite” the governor’s mansion on Ahmed
Yehia Pasha Street, is a wronght iron fepce —

surviving testimonial of villa 16. Leila El-

a
Kholi, head of the of Condemned

Buildings in the Eastern District has no record -

of the villa in her files, nor can she cite the
" oumber of buildings in the district that were
torn down in 1997 on grounds of safety. She
soggests, however, that number 16 possibly
went through the depariment of non-
condemned bmildings for its demolition permit.
. In the. latter t, an employes who
spoke on condition of anonymity said that he
has no record of number 16 Ahmed Yehia Pa-
sha Smeer which may, therefore, have been i-
legally demolished. He discloses that the num-
ber of buildings — including villas — given
demolition permits by his department m 1997,
came to 27. These 27 buildings would have
necessarily passed through the govemnorate
" and the répresentetive of the Ministry of Hous-
_ ing in Alexandria. -
A fait accompli, the recent demolitions nev-
-ertheless stll raise some-trogblesome issues.

" Pecrae 3086 also states that a torn down villz -

can only be replaced by another villa or a
- building of equal height and dimegsion to the
.original structure. Whether Alexandria Gov-
emorate will stick to the letter of the law in
" this instance remains to be seen. -

,. One villa-owner, Mis Mohiba El-Nahhas,
- though she feels that houses with historical, ar-
- chitectrral or cultural merit should be pre-
served, finds the drive to preserve in-
. discriminately all villas overblown. Referring
1o the, dense high-rise residential blocks that
ppw overlock her villa and the tendency of

city,” says Awad, an Alexandria University. new. neighbours to dump garbage in her gar-

professor of architectore and head of the Alex-
andria Preservation Trust. _
Antiquities Law 117 of 1983 stipulates the
pmscrvationofmton!yanybud@ngorulpo
years old, but also of any given edifice ‘of his-

torical, scientific, religious, artistic or literary’

rth," regardless of its age. More recemtiy,
ggme—Ministeria] Decree 3086 of 1996 specif-

ically forbids villa demolitions in Cajro and -

Alexandria and warns that “punitive measures
are o be taken immediately agaiost anl;]vonc al;:&y
sponsibl le for illegal permission, as well as ay
specialised official — regandless of his posi-
tion and the administration for witich he works
— who provesugxmin gII;I;}cnalis:_.ug_ an person re-
ible for s egal permission.’
sPl?fi‘eu of the governor of Alexandria, Sonbol

ished. were condemned, unsafe vil-
Eso,l‘! im| lyu:n;? that as such, there was no
b:mchogthelaw.Awad.ontheqtherhmd.
counters that “I think the governor himself was
not aware of [the prime-ministerial decree]
when he was piving the ; now he
knows because he wipte {0 me am’ilwrote
back and said 'Iail:llnhere, you -can't do that

there is this law.”™ e
belf::ﬁ“zs:mofd:enumbetofﬁllasdemwshed

savs be has no statistics for the demolition of
WhY; he insists were condemned huﬂqmﬁagnd
suggests that the person 1o speak to i8 Major-
General Ahmed All, under-secretary of ﬂ'ﬂ
Ministry of!-!ousingin@.lmndﬂa.. A

Like Sonbol, the major-general deiies that
any villas that were safe for habitation were

torn down recently, “No responsible person in -

@ positon of authority,” says Ahmed Ah,

“den, she says “I no longer enjoy living the
- way I live. Besides. villas vsually belong 10
people who were at one point rich, but whose
lands - were sequestered-and who have now
" reached a certain age and need the money.”
Awad- concedes thar the laws are riddled
with loopholes “and. entangled with other
- like rent control and tenants” un-
10mps™. He adds l.llil:l'_ﬂle_refis “a serious pfollsll;m
regarding the listing of buildings... Ve
-'_qqﬂeahgstmmﬂth.butnobodxhasashd
.me officially, until now, to present the Hst, to
rake it recognisable... Jt's got 1,500 buildings
at least. It not only covers buildings, it also
covers archaeological sites, arcas, the Turkish
“Town, the nataral environment — parks and
-soon™ - :
- Dempotitions of buildings in medern Alex-
andrin — Jarge portions of which are baile
‘upon the niins of older Alexandrias — aflow
for aichaeological salvage excavations before

" the rebuilding begins. More often than not,

- however, while digging the foundations of a

. iew building, enlreprénenrs cover up any ar-

chaeological vestiges found so as no to incur

. delays, while portable artefacts later torn wp in
" the Attarin antique market. :

“Until now, we have not been called upon -

the Supreme Council of Antiquities] for

e[?:ymtinns of sil;s of ngn?il villas,

| Ido e OQ_DHUMY arise,”

%g:mmﬁ Yean-Yves Empersur, head

of the Centre d'Enxdes Alexandrmes (CEA)

_ which is e ¢

- cavations in the city, including the recent dig

of the ancient Necropolis, that would have oth-

erwise been destroyed i the process of con-
stiuction of a fly-over. .

ible for several salvage ex--
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The demolition crew

Maadi, a green oasis in the cement wasteland that is Cairo? Activists fear that this
may not be the case for very long. Fatemah Farag Visiis a new construction site

Dr Wagdi Rapheb, -a Maadf resident since
1960, sadly gazes out of his window, ar a ses
of interrupted by a 1all white build-

‘ing. “About seven years ago, thar space was a

villa, It was torn down. Aroond me, three other
villas have been replaced by high-rises,” he
complains.

Ragheb and his wife have decided not to take
the encroachment lying down. “Undl a few
weeks ago, I was a helpless soul. Now I have
joined the Tree Lovers’ Association,” says Ra-
eheb with the fervour of a true convert. The as-
sociation. 2 non-governmental body working
within Maadi, has recently taken on what they
describe as the “building tycoons™ of Maadi,
fighting for the implementation of building
codes as well as prime ministerial decrees re-

_ garding 20aing,

According to the regulations of the Maadi
Construction Company, buildings in the area
should not £xceed four floors and should oot
use up over 50 per cent of each plor. Engineer
Aziz Abul-Ela explaing thar “the problem
which develops when you do oot follow the
code is an overload on the infrastrucure. A
plot intended for one villa with one family sud-
denly has a building with 20 families and 40

" cars. The result is a shortage in electricity, wa-

ter, and parking space and excess sewage.”

To counter violations of building codes in
upper=class areas, Prime Minister El-Ganzouri
issned Decree 2104/1996 applying to Garden
City, Zamalek and Maadi. The decree stipulat-
ed that demolished villas must be replaced by
structures of the same size, no new commertial
¢slablishments may be opened and the height

of new buildings must not exceed one and a
half times the width of the street.

Contractors and propesty owners can evade
these regularions in many ways. “People 2o w
court and get general laws applied because the
Maadi Company regulations are not as strong
as the law,"” explains Abul-Ela.

He has been through the discouraging ex-
perience of the courts. “When my neighbour
began 1o tear his house down and build a high-
rise, T went to the municipality and found out
that he had gotien a cowrt order. The law does
not stipulate the neighbours should be informed
of the case, 50 I lost the chance of becoming a
pasty 1o it. Anyway, [ appealed and got a court
order in my favour. The governorate came 1o
pull the brilding down but they didn’t have the
proper ipment,” he recounts. The owmer
then agreed to pull down the building himself,
He made 2 show of doing so, according lo
Abul-Ela, bm in the meantime appealed the
demalition order on the grounds that the correct
official had not signed it The high rise now
siancls frmly in place.

. ’s wife thinks it is all a maner of
speed. “Once the building is up and has people
in it is considered a done deed. The courts take
sa long. In the building next to us we gol a de-
cision in our favour and the crane to pull it
down was here, but the owner 301 some people
— maybe not even the real owners —— {0 5it in
the flats and scream from the balconies. So the
order was cancefled,” she remembers.

Prices for apartmems in Maadi Al-Sarayat
range from LE800,000 to over a million, mak-
ing the incentive to break the law and flout aes-

thetic and environmental consideradons very
strong. Further, fines on illegal extra floors
have pot been adjusted to maitch new real-estaie
values.

Contradictions between the prime ministerial
decree and the law are also contributing to the
rise of the skyscrapers. “Owners refer the mat-
ter back to the government and say. should we
implement the law or the decree? Of course the
law is more powerful.” Ragheb explains.

Of course. the pollotion created by the ce-
memt factories in nearby Helwan and Tora
makes the activists' demands seem futile. Ra-
gheb and others. however. counter that the pol-
lution problem is too big. A simple solution
would be to plant more trees — a siep they are
well-placed 10 take. The Association aims at
furthering i1s cause by documenting mis-
demeanonrs, bringing the matier to the aren-
tion of the sovernment and the press, and rak-
inz legal action.

Stmilar community groups have begun to
sprout in Zamalek and Heliopolis, spurred by
the deterioration of the quality of urban life and
the government’s apparent inability to take de.
cisive action. Since these groups remain rel-
atively small and depend on legal action as (he
backbone of their activity. however, their ef.
fectiveneéss remains questionable withont an
overhaul of the legal system.

Ragheb Iooks up at his two-storey house from
the street and jokes, “Maybe I should just tear
down my house and make a lot of money.™ He
is oot serious but. considering the twin on-
slaught of big business and apathy, he may be
one of the very few who is not.
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New role for tour

Tour guides have decided to
take the initiative and promote

tourism in Egypt themselves.
This untraditional method is

explored by Rehab Saad
b ]

Tourist guides. hit hard by the 17 No-
vember Luxor terrorist attack. have de-
cided 10 tzke matters into their own hands.
By raking an acdve role in promoting
Egyptian tourism, they hope to lure travel-
lers back to Egypt and encourage foreign
tour operators 10 put Egypt back on their
itineraries.

“The ounly way to solve our dilemma.
stnce our livelihoods depend on tourism,
is 10 do all we can 10 promote the in-
dustry.” said Laila Qandeel. head of the
Syndicate of Tourist Guides. The syn-
dicate has decided 10 form a promotion
committee, recognising thar “tour guides
are best qualified for promotion because
they have fluency of language and first-
hand experience at dealing with foreigners
and describing the sites and history.™ Qan-
deel said.

“Some lourist guides have expressed a
willingness to take part in the official pro-
motional campaigns abroad; otlers are
ready to go at their own expense. For ex-
ample, some thai specialise in French-
speaking groups are ready to go to France
aL their own expense aad guide visitors
around the newly-opened Egyptian section
of the Louvre for a whole month. They
could take with them slides of Egypt in or-
der to give illustrated lectures. Others.
specialising in German. Iralian. Spanish
and other groups. have suggested the same
thing in other countries.” Qandeel said.

Anpother recent step is that guides are.
for the first dme. being represented on the
Minisory of Towsism’s promotion com-
mitiee. “This is a very impornant step.
Now we have a say in the decisions of this

Mid-year

holiday packages

Gnidosare-usedmdalingwiﬂ:rureigners.andnowseekanacﬁverolehtouﬁsmpmmnﬂm

comminee.” Qandeel said. “The ministry
is now encouraging guides to pursue a re-
lationship with travel agencies and oper-
ators abroad. During the Christmas and
New Year season, guides sent cards to all
their contacts abroad. The Minisoy of
Tourism paid the costs.” she said.

Reaction from the guides is enthusiastic,
“This is particularly importam for us,” said
Zeyad Anwar who specialises in German
groups. “We bave a personal relationship
with people. not a business one like that of
travel agencies.” He explained that travel
agencies have relationships with the tour
operators abroad, not with individual wav-
ellers, “These tour operators. who have the
upper hand in organising trips to Egypt,
have no intention. at the present time, o
protnote Egypt in their countries. Bur the
guides have direct relations with the tour-
ists themselves and the tour leaders who
come with the groups.”

This distinction between roles of the
tour operators. tour leaders, and Egyptian

N - 5 -

tourist puides is important "I personally
have excellent relationships with numer-
ous tour leaders and, since the incident in
Luxor, I have had telephone calls asking
about the sitzation here. The general feel-
ing is that tourism will pick up; maybe
not this year or in the immediate futore,
but certginly soon. By miaintaining cou-
tacts, we are keeping the ball rolling,”
A.nwaén said.

An English-speaking tourist guide, Mah-
moud Khodeir, regulfrly travels abroad at
his own expense, and feels that be is ac-
tively contributing to the promotion of
Egypt. For example. last year he attended
the Baptist Convention in the USA “and
managed to sign up eight groups of tour-
ists to Egypt. If this is the result of the ef-
forts of a single lour guide. then, if similar
travels could be sponsored by the govern-
ment. there is no calculating the enormity
of the retums in terms of tourists,” he com-
mentad.

Khodeir feels that because such trips by

With the approach of the mid-
year holidays, holels m Cairo, the
Red Sea. Sinai, Luxor and As-
wan are offering special prices
for Egyptians and foreign res-
idents. Hamp are same of the at-
lractive deals:

Sharm El-Sheikh

Fayrouz axi Residence Hilton ho-
1els offer double rooms for LE 110 in-
cluding half board and waxes. Valid
unlit the end of April

Pyramisa offers double rooms for
LE145 per person including buffel
breakfast. The offer is valid umil the
end of April

April.

Liexor

Sheraton offers dqub}e rooms for
LESQ per person including buffet
breakfast. Pyramisa [gs offers dou-
ble rooms for LESS per person in-
cloding butfer breakfast. Valid until
the end of April.

Red Seq

Hilton Hurghada Resort and Hilton
Plaza offer double rooms for LE! 10
per person including half board ac-

commodation inclusive of taves and
service charee. Valid until the end of

moms for LEIS] per person in-
clusive of buffet breakfast and dinver
inclusive of senice charge and taxes.
Single rooms are for LE250), while
miple are for LE36). Valid berween
2 and 15 February and subpect to
avajlabihty,

Windsor Zafarana offers rooms

hasis mcluding service charge and
taxes. The offer is valid dll &
March.

laxes.

Sl oo
EvPTHIR
Telephone Numbers of Gairo Offices

2450270-2450260 _
Departure and arrival only (24 Hours daily}

Airport
2441460-2452244
2011830-4183720

Heliopolis
2908453-2904528
Abbassia
830888-2823271
Nasr City
2741871-2746499
5750650—5750863
2741953-2746336
Shubra
2039072/4-2039071
5749714
Adii
3900999-3902444
opera
3914501-3900999
Yalaat Harb
3930381-3932836
Milton
5759808-5747322

Sheraton
2613278-3488630

Zamalek
3472027-3475193
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Tourism companies and ho-
tels. responding to the dis-
astrous effects of last No-
vember’s Luxor massacre on
the industry. have joined hands ~
with the Ministry of Tourismm §
in a concened campaign to
promote Egypt as a travel des-
tination,

Effons by the Ministry of JS
Tourism and now the private §
sector are more integrated than §
ever. “The best way to brighten
Egypt's image abroad is to in-
vite tour operators to Egypt in
order to see conditions for g
themselves and make their own B
conclusions,” said Mounir 5F)
Wissa. sales and marketing di- 3
rector at Travco. a major tour
company. “We have done this. 3
We bave also organised fun B§
trips for guests from Germany.
Holland. France. Belginm, the
US and Australis. They visited -
Luxor and Aswan as well as .37
the ancient quarters in Cairo
and were left with a positive *
impression about the security -
measores that have now been =
teken. Most were inclined to -
continue promoidng Egypt,”
and, be added, “This positive
antitude has paid off immedi- - - -
ately. More tourists have start~ " -
ed to show up.™ )

Apart from the fun wrips,
Travco is currently preparing a
list of media people and tourist
expetts to visit Egypt. “Again, fj
the idea is to record their ex- g
periences when they return.”
said Wissa.

Perhaps an even greater in-
centive to fravel (o the [and of
the Nile, especially for repeat
visitors. 15 the substantial dis-
counts on tourist itineraries, @~
hotels and air fares. “We have g
offered tour operators frips at
baif price. And potential vis-
itors can now make use of the
50 per cent discount on Egyp- *
tAIr,” Wissa said_ ]

Many companies  have
agreed that their efforts will
bear fruit only in the coming &
winter season, starting Sep- X-
tember, but efforts contdnue
nevertheless. “At present, we
are working with the French
and British markets that should
bring rapid response 1o our
promotional efforts.” said Ih-
rahim Hassabeddin of Spring
Tours. Unlike Travco, this ;
tourist company found it easier
to send Egyptians on pro- .
motional missions abroad. “We
have experts in the Gemman,
French, British, Russian and CSesiCN
Hungarian markets. To each of .
these destinations we sent a

tive with special of-
fers including a 50 per cent dis-
count oo a variery of pro-
" said Hassabeddin.

“Bgypt is a destination which
is hard to corapete whh,” said ;
Wissa, Howgerﬁewhile tour it T ¥,
operators might be willing to f Lt iR
can do 50 long as advisories
are issued some govemroenis 1o
their nationals not to come to Egypt
or caution them if they want to visit

Sherine Nasr looks into efio

we push too hard we will fose our cli-
ents forever: we need to be very care-
ful in camrying out promotional activ-

e

individual tour guides are extremely cost-
ty, and carnot be performed on an annual
basis, they should be financed by the gov-
emment.

“This is an extremely wealthy clientefe.”
Khodeir said. “The [Baptist] convention.
for example, numbers some eight million
persons, and if we could interest but one
per cent to come to Egypt. this means
8.000 tonrists from a single source!”

The US State Department’s three-mnonth
travel advisory, warning tourists away
from Egypt. will end in February. *“There-
fore, now is the time for tour guides to
move,” said guide Mohamed Farid. “Oper-
ators in the US are hesitant these days, so
if Egvptian tour guides had an opportunity
to 1alk o them on their own territory. and
give them confidence to promotz Egypt.
we might encourage them to change their
oiinds. We could give presentstions and
personally act as a link.™

Some of the smaller wavel agencies in
the US plan to get together io order to

Plans to promote Egypt abroad as a travel destination have never been so intense.
rts by both government and tourism com
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one country to the other. El-Za
who is_also a member of the I-Ii!g:é
Committee of Promotion formed by

comsider how to promote Egypt abroad.
Khodeir saw this as a good opportunity.
“If tour guides auended this meeting, we
could give them information on the latest
developments and statistics about tourists
who are continuing to come inte the conn-
try. Tt would make a great deol of differ-

ence if ao ian, not an American,
talked to them,” he said. .

There is yet another rotlgae that tourist

ides conid play during current pe-
fimod. Qandeelpsai{!. “We have decided to
address schaols, clubs and universities to
give lectures on the importance of tourism
and prorote a greater awareness of the
conntry’'s attractions. Individual tour
guides could perform this role. Many of
the school teachers who take their classes
on field wips are not qualified to explain
adequately the history of the various plac-
es visited. Tour guides, with their natural
ability to commumicate in a frieadly man-
ger, would be ideal in the role.” Qandeel
explained.

Action on all fronts

fected by the tragedy. But
we can deal with the
anchpﬁlmﬁanm;?;
: gressively because
uﬁe been the most under-
regnn.'ll e ?..uxor oy
ing the epi-
sode,” he said
Needless to say, no matter
bow active the promotion,
resalts will only be felt next
winter. Meanwhile, full at-
[l tention is being given to the
B Arab countries that are ex-
B pected o bring forth the
g Diggest number of tourists
in the intertim: during the
mid-year vacation and the
- summer season. “We are
doing all we can to have
Egypt included i bro-
churesmfor thebemmingsu-
Bl son, to printed by
next May,™ El-Zayyat said.
A major promotional step
would undoubtedly be to
assure tour operators . that
their clients would be in-
M sured. The issoe is being se-
M riously considered by the
# governmeni and tonrist-
o related organisations for the
i first time and at every level.
El-Zayyat said that tour op-
erawors in Europe are be-

¢, cemed sbout the growing
# ‘Americanised’ attimde of
B their clients who sue the
g company for anything that
miglt g0 wrong duxing the
rip.” They are willing to
sell Egypt but are afraid to
do so. "By insuring their
clients, their fears would be
} less.” he commented.

Some of Egypt's travel
destinations have been af-
| fected litle by the events in
- ls.::tm “Sini.::i and the Red
- coasts, orcxmp]g, are
now being sold as a pack-
age since they are seem to
be destinations that stand
alone,” said EI-Zayyat, add-
ing that some types of tour-
ism will be able w recover
more quickly than others.
lesist:lf‘s on health tours
an aris are coming in
, greater numbers than those
i on culmral l‘l.‘i.ps, for ex-
ample,” The said

Misr Travel, the biggest
national tourist company, is

& actively markesin
y through jis ofﬁceg iﬁgﬂ
UK, Frauce,

Germany,
Sweden and Anstralia. The
company bas  diswibuted

panies

i “We are underdining on-
u_m?i:ional sites and pro-
viding more creative pro-
grammes,” said Mist Travel
p Chaimmap Mobamed Huss-
ein, “We also have been

Closely collaborating with

the Ministry of Tourism, ™
“Oul' am Was.to cut down costs
rather tha.n quality service so that
more toursts would be encoursged

.

“We have fo wait unil the un. ites abroad™ was the opinion of the Minisxy of Tourism 10 conlai T wou z
fortanate ipcident [the 17 November Elbami El-Zayyat, general di:ector' of the gegative aspect of the past g: :’;l‘l? Egymian[?t-smd Nazmi Yongsef,
Luxor tourist massacre] fades from Emeco and head of the Egypiian months, feels thar “different tech- Travel 2ddin tbe of Misr
memory,” be added. Chamber of Travel Agencies. niques aced to be adopted for easch  manaped to "gget % the co had

Other major tourist companies pro-
moting Egypt are more reserved in
their campzaigns. “We are afraid that if

Reactions 1o the Loxor attack, in
which 58 foreign toarists and four
Egyptians were killed. differed from

warket. We have 1o approach Jap-
anese and German tour operators
very carefully: they were most af-

sible from international carriers fiy-
ing to Egypt.” > By
It’s action on alf fronts,

All in one

THERE'S 2 mew ouneem
in travel and 1’s bewz
tested on e Red 'Sé.'!
coast: integrated SevEiop-
ment. Hotel senvicss. ot
tertainment, SpoTes am] out-
tural activitie» XT alt
situated in 0D pllm_:_e:
evervihing  from iy
pewspapers o bainiresses

i,

ras:lihu;:h projests wiii '!_ead
both 10 3 new lourssi ciiei
tele and to the creanon of
stable productive <om-
mupities in remote reas
which will provids edua-
ton and health senicss 10
jabourers and the:xr lam-
ilies.” said Minister of
Tourism Mamdouh El-
Beltagui.

Rural

attractions
THE MINISTRY of jlum!
velopment is ready o
goper:ﬂc with the Min-
iswy of Tourism in pro-
moting 3 new idea; tavel
to villages. There is del-
infrelv ap jncreasing imer-
ast in life in the coun-
tryside and, according 0
Tourism Minister Mam-
douh El-Beltagui. 2 gum-
ber of selected villages
will be chosen.
“ This kind of tourism de-
pends on the willingness
of villagers to receive vis-
itors, accessibilitv, and the
village's ability to prg\—:ds
some essential services.
said El-Beltagui. *I believe
that they should be situ-
ated near historical sites.’

Quality

comes first
TOURISM officials and
businessmen agree that the
current period of turist
stagnation is a good op-
portunity to improve the
quality of the product
“The time has come 10 im-
plement all the commit-
ments made verbally by
hotels and Nile cruise op-
erators to improve their
services,” said Tourism
Minister Mamdouh El-
Beltagni at a meeting with
25 managers of the So-
nesta Hotel chain in

“Tourists are definitely
coming back to Egypt and
we have to be ready.” the
minister satd.

Security
edures

' FAMILIARISATION wips

will be encournged these
days, especiaily to coun-
tries which issued travel
advisories 0 their citizens
either banning them from
travelling to some parts of
Egypt or from visiting
Egypt altogether.

“There is continuous de-
mand for information on
new security procedures,
Our has been to
offer to host foreign tour
operatars, accompanied by
their security experts. to
investigate tourist sites for
themselves and then issue
their  recommendations.
We hope we can change
their minds,” Tourism
Minister Mamdouh El-
Beltagui said.

Compiled by
Rehab Saad
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Deal of the week!!

BOOK NOw!!
offer only valid within thi
f(; . w:_llnn ggs
3408
5%
o food &

. beversgs
if you buy your ?ackagg
FEREAT
32 Hotel Cairg
Giza Street - Dokkj
Tel: 3360791/206/8
Fax: 3351936
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The African Nations Cup, which is now entering its 415t yeir,

began in 1957 in Sudin. In the first ever final, held on 15 Feh-. --

Tuary that year, Egypt.crashed Edviopia 4-0 — al} the

were scored by Eldiba — and cawried off the Abdel-Aziz Ab- -

dallab Salem trophy .

Sm&mﬁgpthavempﬂedmarmdlsmﬁml&mﬂ

havewonthcmmmmthfeeﬁmcs—'-rin 1957, 1959 and 1986: "
The second Afvrican Nations Ciip was-held in Catro in 1959.
Themmamgntmnﬁ'omzztoEMay_aIﬂ:eAhlimdimn.

hlmml%zinﬁ_dﬁupia.ﬂn

mupgrs—gmmcmgammﬁmiopia;whobmmm4-2hén B
exciting . .even the quarter-finals has been only 2 wild dream for Egyp-

In the fourth edition in 1963, Egypt was climinated in the-

mmnd.fmlmgmquﬂ:fy for the serni-fipaly after trail-.

ing Sudan on goal difference. ..

In the fifth edition in November 1965, Egypt withidrew from
Tl " viously -wrought such wonders.

the comperition for political reasons. . . -~

Cairo organised the ninth edition of the competition in 1974.
Egyptagmnfaﬂedt?mchﬂ:eﬁm]s.butmanggedmdefem
Congo 4-0 1o take third place. For the first time in the histofy of
the African Nations Cunp, the final march berween Zaire and
Zamhia had 1o go 10 a replay, becanse penalty shoot-ours were
not yet used to settle a draw. The first final was played on 12
March, when the tvo teams drew 2-2. Zaire went on 1o win the
cupibe following day after beating Zambia. - . .

It was the eatly 20s before the iap team was

enough again to make it to the finals. In 1984 in Cite d'Ivoire, -

Egypt came close, playing Nigeria in the semi-finals, But after
leading 2-0, Egypt lost the lead when -Nigeria drew level,
sending the maich to penalties. Nigeria went_throngh, and a
q;]sapgomtedﬁgyptwmonmmmefomh.afm-losmg}lto

Egypt wereagainmeorganiserswh they won the Af-.

A bit of a do in Ouagadougou
When the Snakes lie down with the Lions and the Brave Wairiors
have to bite the Bullet, it can mean only one thing — the 1998 Af-
rican Nations Cup has come to town. We profile the fifteen other.
teams who'll be giving each other h_ell__in' the first round. "

Group_A T

‘Group C;

Algeria: The former one-time champions of - -~ Angola: It would be easy to dismiss the
- chances of-Angola, considering that on the -

one previons occasion when they-qualified,
following their exit from the World Cup. The  they failed to win-a single But The .

1990 view the African Nations Cup asa -
chance to salvage something of theirpiide = -

Desert Warriors, with-only two professional ~ -Black Impalas are. progressing rapidly, .
players in Europe, have chalkeduptwo - -~ - cspecially now that most of the team play -
away wins over and Tanzania in their ~ withtop teams. They come o .
%fcparaﬁons or ina Faso. =~ Burkina Faso carrying the hopes.of a nation -
op scovers: Ali Messabih, Moussa Saib - where basketball is the mast popular sport.
(captain and lone survivor from the 1990 . - - - Top scorex: Panlo Majeco. - - -
Coach: Abdel-Rahman Mehdi Coe T .

have been battéiel ST Weinded an their <~
way o the

through a period when they lost every match,”  ‘were dravn'to play at the Omni
it At o e o

they played in their ficati the. ;- stadiitmh Booboo-Di 50 — which is
World Cup, which led to their Bulgarian . ronch closer to.the border with their - .
coach being sacked, as well as ending the * . . homelsmd than the other venues. T
career of several experienced veteran- . . - Fop scorerss Joel Tiehi, Bwahim Babayoko.
players. This will be their third appearance = . Coach: Frenchman Robert Nouzaret. - - -
for the Burkinabe. = = . .. _ .t oo Lo
Topsmrer:Mamadgﬂ?ongn._ ) s Emﬂvh:NodelonSoEgrang:nctem.as'
Coach: Frenchman Philippe Troussier. amibia prepare to compers in p .4
ppe ’ . finals for the first time. The Brave Warriors -
Cameroon: The fndorsitable Lionshave . are mmked 50 low that they had ro play'a

qualified for the World Cup, and will be

Egypt was again elim-

Buarkina Fast? 156 Tiosts of the 216t edition -, ~.” mome at homie in Brricina Feso than their. - -
- Deaghbours and s chempions. Lock
ition. The Stallions went- _ . was on the side of The Elephanss when

pre-qualifier agaist Botswana. They aré

rican Nations Cup in 1986, under their Welsh head coach
Michael Smith. There were now two groups, who played
teir matches in Cairo and Alexandria respectively. Egypt

-~ defeared Morocco in the semi-finals 1-0, thanks to 2 strong
i-- free kick by the illuswious Taher Abou-Zeid that weat

.. Straight into the back of the Moroccan nel In the finals,
" they met the title-holders, Cameroon. At full time, the score
- was still 0-0, and the stalemate continued through extra
- time, Egypt eventually carried off the cup for thé third time

on penalties. .
gun to detedorate again. Since then, reaching the semi-finals or

though the tedm was still training with Smith who had pre-
after losing 3-0 10 Nigeri l- %ﬂim
2 to Nigeria, 1-0 10 w-
‘In 1 Egypt were busy preparing for the World Cop in
Italy with head coach Mahmoud El-Gohari, and so they sent
mmpicmmﬂgedamderheﬂdthaNMomfa,
i of the first national team. This young team, lacking in
expedence, was-casily eliminared by the old hands during the
first round, when it came’ bottom of its group, losing all its
mawhes.cme whether
.(3-1), Nigeria (1-0) or oF
the host nation. them-

selves (a A
12-D of ng). .
‘In “Senegal im 1992,

they -

By the late cightics, the standard of Egyptian football had be-

inated in the first round, coming third in its group. This time
there were no excuses 1o hide behind The team had trained
with head coach El-Gohari. who had returned to his post afier
in the aftermath of the 1990 World Cup. Egypt lost I-

to both Ghana and Zambia.
In Tunisia in 1994, Jnck was on our side, for this time we
bhad o wait dll the second round to be eliminated, afier losing
1-0 to Mali. The 1994 icam was wained by Taha Ismail and

Farcug Gafaar,
In the last African Nations Cop in Johannesburg in 1996,
%magaineﬁmimmdinmesecondmnd.loshg}l o
a
The rozd to Burkina Faso, therefore, has besn no bed of ros-
es for Egypt, as all those involved -— players, officials, fans

. and journslists -— recognise only 0o well. No one ¢an be una-

ware that we are facing a critical situation, especially after El-
Gohari anpounced a couple of months ago that he is not op-
timistic abomt the team’s [ikely performance and cannot prom-
ise more than 13th place. Donbtiess he would say the same 10-
day, after a series of uneven results in warm-up maiches in
December and January.

Egzyptian fans are among the most fanatical in the world and
demand continunal success. They know their national passion
is in peril. The Egyptian team have oot delivered of late, and
will be under much ure to do so in Burkina Faso. Failure

press
1o qualify for the World Cup in France in 1998 was, for many.

Sports 17

d of roses

J éﬁnn&ﬁoqswillbetalﬁngpartin_ﬁen&frican Nations Cup, the continent's most prestigious soccer event, when it
kicks offin Burkina Faso on Saturday. Inas Mazhar dusts off the history books — and gazes into her crystal ball

the last straw. Those who are not completely desperate are
now looking to the African Nations Cup for compensation
However, we only barely qualified for the finals in Burkina
Faso, through a series of confused, shaky, and unpredictable
games. Now a certain degree of scepticism abowt the immedi-
ate future seems not just Jegitimaie, but highly recommended.

Highlights from Egypt’s preparations
*During the past year, the national team has played 24 inter-
national matches: |2 official games in both the African Na-
tions and World Cup qualifications. and 12 friendly games,
*They won ten of the 24 matches, including five of the official
matches. Drew seven, four of which were friendly, and lost
seven, four of them official.
*Forty-two players joined the national squad during Khatib-
Gafaar's reign, and 60 more under E1-Gohari.
*Superstar striker Hossam Hassan comes top of the table of
player-participation, having played 18 games, followed by
twin brother ibrahim and defender Mohamed Youssef with 17,
Medhat Abdel-Hadi on 16, and Ahmed Hassan and Tarek
Monstafa on 15.
*In Thailand last week. the team participated in a four-nation
tournament with Denmark, Korea, and their hosts. Egypt was
sumer-up 1o Korea, afier losing 5-1 on penalties.
“Our final preparations for the African Championship were
not exectied as they had been planned. Lack of money was
the main rezson. However, we hope that after this series of
friendly and official games, we will be in a stronger position,™
said head coach Mahmoud El-Gohari.
President of the Egyptian Football Association Samir Zaher
struck a more positive note, claiming that the
team’s performance in Thailand last week re-
vealed that it has improved and is making
. He added that he is also optimistic
thar the team would make it to the second
round, and maybe even the quarter-finals,
Egypt will play in group D with Moroceo,
Zambia, and Mozambique.

A
challenging
start

The first week of the national
cup promises a tightly-fought
competition, even if Ahli did
show signs of doing it again...
Abeer Anwar tries to be
objective

Ahli, the current league leader, certainly
seem to be intent on adding the Egypt cup 1o
their trophy cabinet this year, judging from
the way they played the opening match of
the tournament. They celebraled Eid and
entertained their fans by beating Nasr City's
Iskan 5-0. The five goals were a fine eidiya
(present) for their fans who had gathered at
the Cairo Stadium. Perhaps if Tyneside
converted en masse to Islam, Kemny
Dalglish would be able to get his boys to
start scoring goals again too.

Of course, having someone like Iskan to play
against helps (though what is the English
equivalent of Iskan, if not Stevenage
Borough?). Ahli’s reputation seemed to
intimidate the Iskan players. From the first

treating this tonrnament as a o * now the omtsiders in 2 pool containing two- L }
opportunity to prepare for this summer™s- . - tdmes champions om, Gabon and : ) minune of the maich, they ail piled back into
competition in France. The Nations Cupis - Kenya. They have no stars, yet they for, L - - defence, crowding in front of the net in the
also a chance for the two-times championsto™ _ tirelessly ahead and refuse to accept : - =", - .. - hopeofkeeping aclean sheet. Ahli, on the
return to form afier the obvious deteriaration .~ until the final whistle sornds. .- 7 - other hand, appeared very relaxed, though not
ilgotll,lcwun'smeeqlkrwﬂts. - - Yop scorers: Congo Hindjou, Ruben van E oa top form. For the first 10 minutes of the frst
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having won the Nations Cup foor times, in
*63, "65, 78, and "§2. They have also been
runners-tp on several other occasions. Thé
Black Stars are determined to win the title
for a fifth droe, to make up for missing the. . .. ago
boat to France. . ’

. represented Africa ar the World Cupa. - .
- “implct on the Nations Cup with just one tile -
-. 10 hoast of. That came in Erhiopia 25 years
.2md the best the Moroccans have dope
- sinee are fourth places in "86 and "8, when

Top scorers: Abedi Pele, Peter Oforo Quaye - they hosted the biennial iournament. Despite

LAST WEEK, the closz of the Ausmalian Tennis

Open was marked by a major bregkthrough for rising
stars. While world no.1 Martina Hingis was
ing her second vi in the tonghest touna-

ment of the four Grand Slam titles, Peter Korda of the

Czech Republic was claiming the first Grand Slam n-

. _ being drawn in Group D for Death (don't tle of his career. . .

‘Toge: Outsiders Togo make their third - forget!), thiey are favoarites not only to reach Hingis beat Conchita Martinez of Spain -3, 6-3
appearance in the Nations Cup this year. The . - the knockout stages. but w collect the'cop. over 84 minutes In very hot weather on the main court
Eagles failed to win & single marchin the' . ~Top scorers: Salaheddine Bassir, Said . |- in Mefbourne. She thus became the youngest player
1972 finals, g5 they did again in the CBteé .. Shiba, AhmedBahjz .. . : . .- ever ty retain a Grand Slam title, She 15 now set fora
d-Iyoh-eiZyeuslmr.erm-upm:Eﬂm-_ " Conch: Frenchman Hepri Michel meﬁmmwﬂlfWMJ%sym-gg
bave been largely fmimpressive, witha *- - U e is also quite aware of the threat Seles

seven-goal manling from EgypttheJow - . Mozambique: The Snakes epter the African Gref, who have been sidelined so far by snal and

point, and a one-goal victory over

dgediain Nations Cop finals for the tird time;.

injury. problems. The 17-year-old Swiss champion

shortest victories in Grand Slam history. Rios -

seemed devoid of ideas throughout the match and
was unable to counter Korda's attacking game. Kor-
da, now in his 14th year on the circuit and the de-
feated fnalist m the 1992 French Open, ac-
knowiedged his long wait for a major gile. The
victory marked a stupning comeback by the Czech
afier a number of operations in 1995 and 1996 nearly
forced him to quit tennis. After sealing the victory,
Korda sank down on his knees as if to pray, then
threw his racquet into the crowd and did a cartwheel
before be finally shook Rios™s hand. He then climbed
into the players’ box and hugged his coach Ivo Wer-
per, his wife and his daughter. The victory should
move Korda from pumber seven in the world rank-
ings to number two, just behind Pete Sampras of the
United States, who was beaten in the quarierfinals,

Earlier, Venus Williams and Justin Gimelstob of
the United States beat the Czech brother and sister
team of Cyril Suk and Helepa Sukova 6-2, 61 in
the mixed doobles final, it was che first major title
for the 17-year-old Williams, who is dlready being
touted as a big star of tha future. In addition 1o the
women’s singfes crown, Hingis also won the wom-
en’s doubles, playing slongside 15-year-old Croat
Mirjana Lucic.

nentral Cairo the hiphfight.” - .. . knowing their chances of ending a dismal - had been wanting to watch her favourite thnee pm TV
mmmsﬂmw : mmd.:rethxm:hanml)mpﬂm showfprd;iﬁasﬂwoweahk:r.mme];igesgiﬂ;mﬁe
1gnon - : being at & : - meant it w have :her up oo she cel-
Coach: German Bherhard Vogel. - -- Tetovedng. 1l wer, the football b ap . h
. v - hetics heve spered oo effort to ensure O e A muar Open tumph at 4 specizl pr-
Tussi: The 1956 raoes-up i eenay . the ham s adeirly prepardft o Tor Bl a0, er Gends . might aer her
= = 3 recent .- mammoth .. - 7 . . N
m;lmw_gmﬂyﬁm - . . warm-up matches in’_'weﬂ_mmﬂﬁ;mm_ straight sets victory over her Spanish rival,
participated in seven previous editions. They - in jon for the tovrpament. . _ Kmﬂaof.theCzw!lRﬂp,;lbhchidmvthﬂe!ﬂmd
the i "65, but unfortoumtely -+ . Top scovers: Manie] Bucnane, Chiquisho Marcelo Rios of Chile 6-2, 6-2, 6-2 1o claim his first
mrn “"“‘H ; ST T Condes o A Grand Slam title. The 30-year-old mumber six seed
Twopﬂfmm" ) mj-emm . Comch: Armaido Salvade™ - . . won the match in one hour and 25 minues, one of the
Cewh?o‘l@ﬂm:iw— e A Compiled from AFP

by Saad Abdel-Bagi in the 46th minuie. In the
second half, Zamalek dominated the play, and
were able 1o equalise in the 23rd minune
through Abdel-Hamid Bassiouni. [t wasa
fast-moving match, as the technical managers
of both teams had t in many new piayers
and juniors. As aresult, the field was full of
enthusiastic talented youngsiers eager to prove
themselves. The average age of the two teams
did not exceed 21_

Afer the match, Ruud Kroll, Zamalek's
manager, commented, “The team's

o wmﬁmbymcnmthgi

Injured players, but still, I am happy wi
mju:i:f_l' Mugawioon's Joseph Berger said, ]
am happy thai the players were able to regain
some psychological balance after the death of
their teammate Sayed Abdel-Gaber.™

As for the weekend s other matches, Shams
drew with Bassioun 0-0, Suez beat El-Rebar
2-0, Gazel El-Suez beat El-Sharq Insarance
2.0, Mnaden drew with Gazel EI-Mahala 0-0,
Mansowra with Aswan 1-1, Beni Sueif with
Marikh 1-1, Masri beat Alumimium 1-0,
Baladiat El-Mahala 2-1, Qena beat Masroub
1-0, Dina drew with Koroum 1-1 and
Alexandria’s fitthad drew with Port Fouad 1-1,
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Nassir
Shama:

String
and
ligament

For those who still
harbour images of the
lute player as a
benevolent older
gentleman who rests his
instrument on his pot
belly before extracting a
few sobs to showcase
the singer's voice, a
shock is at hand

Nassir Shama surides into the cafeteria of
the five-star hotel where he is staving dur-
ing his tour, He is young, tall, almost
painfully slim. and with a slighdy in-
congruocls.  young-executive-on-holiday
air about him. He is dressed in an open
black shirt and blazer. no te. “Classy
beanik™. quips a young reporer. He
seems too suvvy by half, Certainly, he is
articulate: far too articulate for a musi-
cian. one 15 rempted to think. He will
speak with the passion of a Sufi about his
ond and the trance that is a concert. But
that is lmer.

For now. he moves with an entourage of
efficient young men whose main task
scems to be organising his time. Someone
is late and his whole schedule is out of
sync: he is not too happy about the num-
ber of interviews lined up for today. but
he remains exquisitely polite. “This tour,”
he says. “has a political as well as an ar-
tistic dimension.” He came to Egyvpt with
the humanitarian mission made up of
Egvptian cultural luminaries who were re-
centy in Iraq. and is here to talk about the
plight of Iraqi children, who are suffering
the effects of eight vears of UN sanctions.

He has been living in Tunis since 1993,
where he teaches at the Instite of Arabic
Music. He was eager to accompany the
Egyptian mission to Baghdad, because
Iraq’s fate is his own. Moreover. he never
misses aq opportunity to play to cefugees
and war victims and often goes on tours
organised by Médecins sans Frontres.

This introduction has something of the
PR spiel about it; but as the conversation
turns loward Arabic music. Nassir Shama
straightens his gaunt frame. His hands
move more rapidly. and he grows both more ab-
siract and somehow more anguished. It no longer
matters who is listening: he may have said it a
thousand times before, but he is tapping into
something that is always there. “The Amb
world,” he says. “is beginning to realise that
whatever hurts one country in the region is pain-
ful 1o the others™ He wusts that music can
bridge the gaps. sweeten the bitterness. “Music,”
says Nassir Shama, “can work wonders in creat-
ing a decper vnderstanding of various civil-
isations which may be alien on the surface. It is a
tool of communication far superior to languages,
because it is not bound by tradidonal barriers
such as religion and nationality. Music is not stat-
ic in form; 1t moves. changes, explores uncharted
avenues, and is thus the perfect means to prop-
agate new ideas which, though sill linked to cur
heritage, have the potential to reach beyond it”

Shama faunches iato a comparison between the
traditional lute, commonly used in Egypt. and the
inscrument he perfected a few years ago with a
friend. Shama bought his first lute from Mo
hamed Fadel. the greatest lute crafisman ia Iraq,
but had it made 1o his own specifications. Tt is
pot until he started work on the “perfect lute

-

with Fadel's son, however. that he was able to
formulate precisely what be expected from the io-
strument. “It is all in the wood.” he says. “The
choice of waood is of the utmost importance. {ts
quality. the way it has dried: the wood used for a
Tute should be at least 30 years old. Crafting a lute
is a difficult art to which aot enough attengion is
usually paid. All these instruments adommed with
mother-of-pearl and miscellaneous decorations
are an insult to the lute, soiling its purity.” He
and Fadel's son experimented with different
woods, different qualities of glues and glueing
techniques. They also altered the curve of the in-
strument several times. They had been making a
Iute a week for over a year when they felt they
had finally reached perfection. “In the end. we
managed to produce a fute which could withstand
the violence with which I sometimes play.”

From his concerts, or even recordings of his
performances, i is clear that Shama is not alking
about the lute familiar to most as a background
instrument, accompanying the singer in black-
and-white films, or as the means by which young
men with an artistic bent lighten up a party with
poor imitations of Sheikh Imam or Mekkaw,
Warching Shama's eyes light up. his hands

plucking an imaginary lute out of thin air, one is
even loath 1o mention Farid Al-Awash. Shama,
bowever, does acknowledge Umm Kalthoum's
profound influence on the evolution of his own
musical sensitivity. Her music inspired him
from childhood. There are several Umm Kal-
thoum cafés in Irag, amd recordings of the
Grande Dame's concerts are sold everywhere.
She is the epitome of what the human voice can
achjeve, but she also embodied Arab unity. Nas-
sir Shama clenches long. fluid fingers and leans
forward, his thin frame tense as he searches for
adequate words. “She was the treasure all the
Arabs shared The fact that she belonged specif-
ically to Egypt seemed right, because all the Ar-
a2bs looked to Egypt” When Umm Kafthoum
disappeared, the lights went out. ard they have
not been urned on since.

Yet the lute can sing like the most beavtiful hu-
man voice. It can, if he is playing. His most re-
cent recording, pure as a concerl ("better than a
CD,” murnmrs one of the young men, checking
the schedule for the tenth time). includes the di-
alogue of two birds In a tree. If one was pot o
busy searching for the birds, one would be mes-
roerised by the virtuosity of the player. It is not

just hard, cold tecbnique: there
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em(l:tion here. Dare one say it? Something like
soual.

Shama was borm in Xut, in southern Irag, in
1963. He started playing the lute when he was 12
~— quite late for a serious lute player; today he is
one of the youngest professionals in Iraq. This
passionate affair began fairly innocuously, with
the school anthem. Seeing the music teacher
playing it on the luie every morning, ke felt the
mstument beckoning, The teacher guided his
fingers through their first bewildering steps on
the deceptively simple strings, and gave him his
first lnte. This was not a hobby like the others he
had taken up and abandoned. The lute bore no in-
ﬁd%es.

moment I held it in my arms, T feit myself
conform 10 its shape. [ felt I'Imt when I pluil:ed
the smings, they echoed in my body.” He was
sent 1o Baghdad to acdition at the Music In-
stitute. When he gradvated from school he en-
molled at ouce. His family was more given 1o re-
tigion (“and spons"j than to melody, but they did
a0t oppose his vocation. A divine gift? Shama
was still not satisfied. He looked up from his hute
and gazed into the harizon, certain that he could

is a hypnotic
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see uncharted territory. He delved into the
poelry. songs, musical instruments and tech-
niques of M tzraia  and _Babylon.
searching for echoes of the luz. Traveiling
aronnd the world to find rare works onr mu-
sicology. he discovered a thousand-year-old
" manuscript by Al-Farabi in Ireland. From it
he drew inspiration to make 2 lute with
eight strings (instead of the traditional six)
which is able to reprodece with precision
the tessitura of the human voice.

The sources of Shama's inspirations are
many and varied. If one detects the up-
- mistakable echoes of flamenco, this is the
baggage the Arabs brought with them after
their expulsion from Spain. Music was the

R perfect vehicle through which this influence

" could be integrated into Arab traditions of
scansion and namation.

One of Shama's heroes is undoubtedly

Umm Kalthoum's late player. the adulated

Mohamed El-Qasabgui. More im-

portantly. bowever, he acknowledges the in-

fluence of Sherif Muhieddin Haydar. the

W - Iragi lute master who made the Iragi lute his
own at the beginning of the century. and

-. * whose two disciples, Jamil and Mounir Ba-
+ " shir founded the modern Iragi lute school.
".. Shama studied under Mounir Bashir and be-
" came the director of his school. He con-
- siders Jamil his real spiritual master, how-
- ever; although he readily names Mounir as
. the greatest Iragi lute player — the best in
- the world, he insists — there is a basic dif-
i ference: “Unlike most tradidonal lure
.. players, I do not improvise. I create a sce-
nario. Although 1 never look at my notes

.~ while I play, T write it all down, because the

message I want to convey or the topic T am
tng are an inherent part of my mu-

= sic.” A dialogue between the great classical
- Arab poet Al-Mutanabbi, and Badr Shakir

’ - Al-Sayyab, the Iraqi poet who championed

the movement of modemn Armb poetry and

2. free verse in the "40s. is a typical theme.

. His music may serve other purposes.
t00. Shama was a soldier in the Iraqi army
during the Guilf War. He was lucky to
- come back unhurt. Just afier the war, dur-
ing opne of his concerts in Baghdad. be
. 54w 4 young man crying in the audience.

“* 7 When the concert was over. Shama went

- to greet him. The young man extended his
.- left hand; he had lost the other arm. ™
- love the lute.” he told Shama. “but I can
. no loager play.” Shama asked him to ar-
:  tend his next concert. *I will play with my
., left hand only,” he told him. ~and ded-
", icate my music to you." Shama, true to

his word, wrote several pieces. thinking of

"3 the walking wounded.

"" _As a young musician cradling his first
lote, Shama felt it reverberate throughout his
own, 2lmost transparent, frame — “as if it was
my very beart”. He could feel the music in his
tib cage before it emerged from the ond iself.
After the war, be began to see it as an in-
strument which could serve as the extension of
the body. For the walking wounded, the lute
could give voice to missing limbs: fingers or
VS, ot

= e is often overlooked or played com-
mercially, having been synd:lcsisedpm: re
by other, more modern or Western substinstes.
More importantly perhaps, the human voice has
acquired 2 new preponderance. In Iraq, the lute is
a symbol of Arab natiopalism, jts sounds taken
beyond their ordinary frontiers to express a
whole range of feelings. Shama in concert has
prompted these words from a music critic: “His
music can become merry or sober, sad or playful,
light or earaest or suggestive, soft or
irascible... when be recounts the epics of Iragi
history, its mydlolog{hme love of a quee or the
martyrdom of Iraqi children.”

Profile by Fayza Hassan

Pack of Coardy

¥ Darlings, I bave just finished reading the p_!uof:r» of
Al-Jurnalji, the second torme of Samir Sobhi's milogy

on the history of Egyptian joumalism.Al-Jumal.
Al-Jurnalji and Al-Jurnaljiva (The Paper, The

. and The Newsrmen. for those of you not in
e oy, Ut ib Mahfouz. Samir, who is cur

the know). Unlike Naguib

own layout editor — when he is not engaged in
l:gcyamhingind writing — is not that interesied in
ordinary people’s lives. Titans an: more in his line of

work and {you may have guessed it) Mohamed

Hassanein Heikal, the “quintessence of Egyptian
journalism™. as one of his admirers always refers to him, 7
is his hero. There is more to come, of course: Samur is _
finishing the last tome of his mammaoth work and | have G§
it from reliable sources that it is going to be about all
the distinguished editors-in-chief who graduated from
the best journalism school there is — Al-Ahram, of
course. | bet that our present Al-Ahram editor-in~chicf.
Tbrahim Nafie, will have pride of place in this volume.
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by Madame Sosostries

# Having spent so much time concentrating on my reading,
I needed a break and decided that some exercise was in

+ order. so I joined my good friends from the Engineering
Deparmaent of the Gezira Sheraton Hotel, who have been e
busy devising programmes to improve the standard of living " "% -
in orphanages by repairing the buildings (among other .
things) for free. Donning
baseball cap, I followed Keith Hardie, the hotel acting
general manager, financial controller Mohamed Aref and
Ayman Emeira, direcior of engineering, who announced
that we were in for some real action. This week. the accent
was on colour: the rooms of several
painted with pleaty of blues, reds, pinks and yellows. I love
splashing around with a paintbrush, but when they asked me
10 do the ceilings, I had to draw the line. I am afraid of
heights, after all. Nor was redoing bathrooms in my line of
business, reaily. I just wanted to paint my own rainbows,
dears, a litde crooked. perhaps. bat at feast I made sure 1o
include a por of gold at each end.

my bol pink overalls and a tinle

ges were

Monday at
Al-Hanager will be a
night to remember.
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